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PRELUDE 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 

Lord! Blessed is the coming reign of God! Blessed is the one 

who comes in humility and righteousness!  Hosanna in the 

highest! Save us, O God, and fill our hearts in this time of 

worship. 

Let us pray…  

Dear God, from our many separate and isolated places we 

lift our prayers to you. We long to be together, to see faces 

and shake hands, to share coffee and conversation. We feel 

an empty place within us where church belongs. We pray 

that you will be present with us, each of us and all of us. 

Slip into the spaces within us and fill them with your Spirit. 

Steal into the spaces between us so that we may be 

connected with one another. Fill our prayers with your 

presence, grace and mercy so that our separate voices may 

come together within your heart and we may all be one. 

Amen. 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION   Let us bring to God in prayer 

whatever weighs heavy on our minds and hearts today as we 

pray… 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Gracious God, we remember with sorrow how people 

hailed and welcomed your Son on the day we now call Palm 

Sunday, and then how so many of the same people were 

there again, just a few days later, shouting "Crucify him!" 

And so we confess that we too often change our minds 

according to our self-interest. Remind us then of the 

courage of Jesus, who set his face steadfastly toward 

Jerusalem, even though he knew the fate that awaited him 

there.  For his sake, grant us renewal of your offer of 

mercy, unearned and undated. In his name we pray. Amen.  



 

 

A TIME OF QUIET/PERSONAL CONFESSION 

 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDON     

 Dear friends, 

This is the good news which we received, In which we stand, 

and by which we are saved: That Christ died for our sins 

according to the scriptures.We believe He is the Christ, the 

Son of the living God.    

Now fold your hands in front of your heart and bow to your 

neighbors near and far, wishing them God’s peace. 

 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD  (please open your Bibles and read 

Matthew 21:1-11)  

 

MEDITATION 

One of the clever songs that has been making its way around 

the internet and especially Facebook during this pandemic is a 

parody of Queen’s Bohemian Rhapsody with new words about 

the coronavirus, about washing our hands, and staying inside. 

The two men who wrote and performed the song say they have 

gotten a few comments about it being insensitive to what is 

happening in the world, especially in the hardest hit cities. But 

one of them, Adrian Grimes, goes on to say that he realizes 

how serious the situation is. His wife works in healthcare and 

they have two young children. So, he knows that any day she 

may need to isolate herself from them. But, he says, the world 

still needs to keep its sense of humor. I won’t tell you the lyrics, 

you can find them on the computer, except for the very last 

line, in which he tells people “just look out your window.” 

            Because that’s what we’re all doing right now. We are 

looking out our windows. In my case, I have a nice view from 

my dining room table out to the street. Our house is at the end 

of a cul- de-sac so you wouldn’t think there would be many 

people walking by, but actually there’s a parade of people who 

walk by every day. There are parents with kids in strollers, and 



 

there are grandparents with young children tagging along 

behind. And there are all kinds of dogs being walked. And then 

there are the serious people walking fast with a determined 

look on their faces. They are definitely getting their aerobic 

workout in for the day. The front windows in our house are low 

and so our dog Becket has a perfect view of all this action. But 

he’s inside looking out, so all he can do is bark. 

            So on this Palm Sunday, what does it mean for us to be 

inside looking out? For most of us, but not all of us, we’re not 

in one of those essential jobs. We’re not on the frontlines of 

fighting this pandemic. Instead most of us, but not all of us, are 

sidelined. We are told that staying home is the number 1 best 

thing we can do right now. And that’s true. But today is Palm 

Sunday and on the first Palm Sunday there was a parade 

featuring Jesus riding into the city of Jerusalem on a donkey. 

And you can’t have a parade without spectators standing on the 

sidelines cheering. But you also can’t have a parade without 

participants.  

            So here’s the heart of what I want to say today. It’s true 

we are called to stay home on the sidelines of this pandemic in 

order to keep everybody safe, but that’s not the case when it 

comes to the Palm Sunday parade. When it comes to our faith 

life, we are called to be participants, not spectators. One little 

girl I heard about wasn’t feeling well on Palm Sunday and so 

she had to stay home from church. When her brother got back 

from Sunday school he told her the story of how Jesus rode into 

the city on a donkey. With that the little girl said, “wouldn’t 

you know it, the one Sunday I miss church and Jesus shows up 

to give everybody pony rides.”  

            Can you imagine yourself getting a pony ride from 

Jesus? Would you be eager to do that? Or would you rather 

stand on the side and watch other people, maybe your 

neighbors or your friends, get up on that pony? Because what 

would it mean to get up on that donkey? What did it mean for 

Jesus? It meant two things. First of all, it showed that he was a 

king. Jesus was following in the tradition of King Solomon 



 

who also rode into the city on a donkey on the day he became 

king. You can read that story in the Book of 1 Kings in the Old 

Testament. The people blew the trumpet and said “‘Long live 

King Solomon!’ And all the people went up… playing on pipes 

and rejoicing with great joy, so that the earth quaked with their 

noise.” Solomon was a king in the way that we think of a king 

on earth; with a throne, and a certain amount of power to rule 

and make decisions.  Do you remember the most famous thing 

Solomon did? He built the great temple. That’s what kings do. 

They make empires and they build things. 

            But how about Jesus? What did he do? Here’s a 

humorous look at why Jesus might appear on a “Wanted” sign 

nailed up in the middle of the town square, or in today’s  case, 

on the bulletin board at Kroger’s or the library. See how well 

you know your Bible as we imagine what it might say. Jesus—

Wanted by the FDA for turning water into wine without a 

license; Wanted by the EPA for killing fig trees; Wanted by the 

AMA for practicing medicine without a license; Wanted by the 

Dept. of Health for asking people to open graves, for raising 

the dead and for feeding 5,000 people in the wilderness; 

Wanted by the NEA for teaching without a certificate; Wanted 

by OSHA for walking on water without a life jacket; Wanted 

by  the SPCA for driving hogs into the sea; Wanted by the 

NOW for not choosing a woman apostle; and finally, Wanted 

by the Zoning Department for building mansions without a 

permit.  

            Now, all kidding aside, we know Jesus was very 

different from King Solomon and others who built their 

kingdoms on earth. Listen to these words about Jesus, included 

in Paul’s letter to the Philippians, chapter 2:   …”he was in the 

form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to 

be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, 

being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 

he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death-

- even death on a cross.”  These words could be the very first 

words written about Jesus. They are part of a very early hymn, 



 

which Paul includes in his letter written while he was in prison 

around the year 60, and so the hymn itself could have been 

written 20 years before that. Here we have ancient voices 

coming to us from not too many years after the birth of the 

church. That is pretty cool. 

Mighty warriors rode on horses, but humble servants 

who come in peace rode on donkeys. So once again, we may 

be called by this worldwide pandemic to be spectators on the 

sidelines. But our faith calls us in a different direction. Our 

faith calls us to participate in the Palm Sunday parade; to walk 

with Jesus as he makes his way into Jerusalem. What is your 

faith calling you to do today? Maybe give an extra donation to 

a good cause, like the House of Bread. Maybe consider giving 

blood, if you can do that. Or maybe reach out to someone who 

is alone, or someone you haven’t heard from in a while. Or 

drop off some more canned good at church for FISH or let us 

know you have them and we can pick them up. Or maybe your 

faith is calling you to some extra quiet time in prayer at the 

beginning of this holy week. However, God is calling us today, 

let’s not ignore him.  

We may not have palms to wave this year, but still we 

can participate as we say together, “Hosanna to the son of 

David, Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is the one who comes 

in the name of the Lord! ” Amen. 

 

ANTHEM BY JOHN 

 

JOYS AND CONCERNS & PASTORAL PRAYER 

Let us pray… 

We come to you, O God opening our hearts and souls to 

you. With so much uncertainty in our world these days, we find 

it hard to focus. So, in coming to you in prayer now, we pause. 

We breathe. We draw a breath and let it go. And when we 

exhale, we make room for you to enter in. We draw your Spirit, 

and let go of anxiety, fear, hurt, sorrow, and anger, We let go 

of anything that keeps us from finding peace in you. 



 

With so much uncertainty, we give you thanks for calling us 

into your presence even when we cannot be present with one 

another.   

There, in these quiet, breathing moments we look for the 

assurance that you remain constant in the midst of change. 

When little is trustworthy, we can trust you. You are worthy of 

our trust, you never let us down. 

You remain with us. You see us through. So we give you 

thanks 

 and praise your name. 

We lift up to you our joys and concerns:  For birthdays this 

week, Allan, Dagny, Eric and myself.  For other celebrations- 

for weddings and anniversaries, for parties long in the 

planning, that will be delayed again. We pray for those we hold 

dear in our hearts, especially those on our prayer list:  Pat, 

Mary, Maria, Debbie, Jan, Sets , Norma, Beth, Betsy, Bob and 

Emily, Rick, 

We pray for people at risk, for those who rely on the House of 

Bread for their daily meal, for those who wait in long lines at 

the Foodbank. 

We pray for “essential” workers and those stuck at home and 

out of work. We pray for our leaders to be wise and discerning. 

We pray for researchers and scientists working on a vaccine. 

You hear our prayers, named and unnamed as we lift them up 

to 

 you and pray together…  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS  

God is good, all the time. Our offerings are signs of gratitude, 

an opportunity to say thank you God, for all your goodness and 

love. Our offerings help the church carry out its mission, close 

by and far away. Since we cannot pass the plate this morning, 

we ask those who are able to do so to send checks by mail or 

explore our new online banking option. As you do that, your 

act of writing and sending is also an act of prayer. 



 

Let us sing or say together…       

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all 

people here below; Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise 

Triune God, whom we adore. Amen  

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

When we lay our offerings before you, O God, they may 

feel meager or grand. We may feel satisfied with them or 

think we could or should do more. Whatever our gifts, 

whatever spirit resides in us, we pray that you will bless 

these ordinary things; that all may be lifted up to newness 

and fullness of life. We pray in the blessed name of Jesus, 

Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

And now may God bless you and keep you, may God make his 

face to shine upon you and grant you his peace, today and into 

all of your tomorrows, for our worship is over, but our service 

to the world has begun. Let us go in love and peace to serve the 

Lord. Amen. 

POSTLUDE 

  

--  

Rev. Julia Williamson  

Interim Pastor, Faith Presbyterian Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 


