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CELEBRATING GOD’S LOVE ON THE FIRST 

SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS DECEMBER 27, 2020 
 

GOD’S PEOPLE GATHER 
 

CHIMES 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE    
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

It is still Christmas. 

Joy is still loose in the world, 

Love is lodged in our hearts, 

and peace is still our fervent hope. 

It's still Christmas, 

Though the presents are all unwrapped, 

And Christmas dinner is finished. 

It's still Christmas, 

For God begins anew, 

Calling us to live with tender compassion, gentle care and 

overflowing love. 

 

OPENING PRAYER  

Wondrous God, open our hearts and minds so we may hear 

once again the angels' song and know that Christ is born 

for us and for all. Touch the world with joy this holy day, 

and fill us with peace and childlike wonder. Surprise us and 

bless us with the simple miracle of the birth of the Christ 

child. Amen. 

 

*HYMN #53                                            “What Child Is This” 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION  
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Almighty God, your love and power transform death into 

life, despair into hope, lifeless stumps into tender shoots 

and a tiny baby into the Prince of Peace. Through our 



worship today, may the hardness of our hearts be 

transformed into lives ready to receive all life has to offer.  

For we confess that too often, we close ourselves off from 

the people and situations most in need of our attention. 

Instead, today and into the New Year, may we be more 

open to your prompting us to action. For we seek to do all 

things in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 

A TIME OF QUIET/PERSONAL CONFESSION 

 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDON  
 

*RESPONSE #31 (verse 1)     “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” 

 

PASSING THE PEACE    

The peace of Christ be with you! 

And also with you. 

Please share a sign of God’s peace- a nod of greeting, a wave 

of hello, a bow wishing your neighbors God’s peace, God’s 

Shalom. 

 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

GOSPEL READING   Luke 2:22-40 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                  “Dona Nobis Pacem” 

The Spectrum Choral Academy, Gig Harbor, WA 

 

SERMON “Energized By Hope” 
Three people arrived at the Pearly Gates at the 

same time. St. Peter came out but said he had some 
pressing business and would they please wait? He was 
gone a long time, but finally he came back and called one 
of the new arrivals in and asked if she had minded 
waiting. 
"No," she said, "I've looked forward to this for so long. I 
love God and I can't wait to meet Jesus. I don't mind at 



all." St. Peter then said, "Well, I have one more question. 
How do you spell 'God'?" She said, "Capital-G-o-d." St. 
Peter said, "Go right on in." He went outside and got 
another new arrival, told him to come on inside, and said, 
"Did you mind waiting?" The man said, "Oh, no. I have 
loved Jesus for fifty years, and I'll spend eternity here. I 
didn't mind at all." So St. Peter said, "Just one more 
thing. How do you spell 'God'?" He said, "G-o-d. No, I 
mean capital-G." St. Peter said that was good and sent 
him into heaven. St. Peter went back out and invited the 
third person in and asked her if she had minded waiting. 
"As a matter of fact, I did," she replied. "I've had to wait 
in line too much lately. I had to wait in line at the office 
store to get help with my computer and learn how to use 
that thing called Zoom, and then I had to wait 2 weeks for 
my turn to visit my aunt at the nursing home, and then 
on Christmas Eve, just 3 days ago, I had to wait 25 
minutes in line at the Honey Ham store. And the worst 
line of all was when I wanted to get tested for that virus. 
2 hours sitting in my car. It’s just too much waiting! And 
I resent having to wait in line for heaven now!" 
St. Peter said, "Well, that's all right for you to feel that 
way. It won't be held against you, but there is just one 
more question. How do you spell 'Supercalafragalistic- 
expee-aladocious?" 

If I were going along with what everybody is 
thinking these days, I’d say the good news today is that 
the wait for 2020 to be over is almost done! But I usually 
try not to go along with what everybody else is thinking. 
Maybe in that way, I’m following in the footsteps of 
Simeon and Anna. No matter how much we hear about 
the shepherds and the wisemen, who knew something 
amazing was happening in Bethlehem on that first 
Christmas Eve when there was no room in the inn, for the 
most part, not too many people were clued into the 
miracle going on out in the stable, or I should probably 



say, down in that cave, because historically that’s the 
most likely place Jesus was born.  

But Simeon and Anna were clued in. In their 
elderly years, they made it their life’s work to wait for the 
Messiah. Simeon was led by the Holy Spirit to be in the 
temple the day that Mary, Joseph and the baby arrived. 
And Anna had been there all along it seems, ever since 
her husband died. Mary and Joseph were following 
Jewish law which told them to take their baby to the 
temple to be circumcised, and because he was a firstborn 
son, they needed to give a sacrifice. They didn’t have a lot 
of money, so they offered two turtle doves and a partridge 
in a pear tree. Wanted to see if you were listening! They 
offered the required sacrifice: a pair of doves or two 
young pigeons.  
And while they were there, they met Simeon and Anna, 
who hadn’t minded waiting as long as it took to meet 
God’s Messiah and weren’t even surprised that he came 
dressed in swaddling clothes instead of a royal robe. They 
hadn’t minded waiting because their waiting had been 
energized by hope. So how about this idea: that there are 
two kinds of waiting. One kind waits because there is 
nothing else to do or because there is no other choice. The 
other is a waiting energized by hope and expectation. 
Simeon and Anna looked to the future and they didn’t 
seem at all surprised or taken aback that the Messiah they 
had been waiting for was just a tiny baby with two tired 
parents and not much money.  

So if it had been you or me in the temple that day, 
waiting for the Messiah, would we have been 
disappointed? Would we have thought, dear Lord what 
are you up to? Do you really expect this poor peasant 
child to make any difference in the grand scheme of 
things? That’s the question the world has been asking 
since that first Christmas. And if the world is still paying 
attention today, that question is still very much alive.   



A few years ago, a young adult called into a radio 
talk show program after the talk show host had made 
some harsh judgments on his generation. The talk show 
host had said that young adults these days are just a 
bunch of whiners, constantly complaining about how 
difficult their lives are. This radio host thought that when 
compared to the hardships faced by their grandparents’ 
generation, they’ve actually got it easy. After all, their 
grandparents had endured truly devastating events like 
The Great Depression and WWII. He then claimed that 
the current crop of young adults just doesn’t have a clue 
about real hardship. 

When he had finished his tirade on the radio, he 
got a call from a member of this so-called whiny 
generation who had a lot to say. He said he agreed that 
the Great Depression and WWII had made for terrible 
hardships for the people who faced them. But that he, 
nevertheless, believed his generation faced an even 
greater hardship and that was “the loss of hope.” He said 
that many of today’s young adults had simply stopped 
believing that things were going to get better. They didn’t 
expect to live as well as their parents had lived. They 
weren’t expecting a brighter future. They had simply 
given up hope. 

He said, The Great Depression, as terrible as it was, 
in many cases brought people together as they worked 
side by side in the hope of saving their families, while 
most of his friends grew up with very chaotic and often 
unstable family lives. And so many of them had given up 
the hope of ever having a real family experience of their 
own. And also while WWII was absolutely a cause worth 
dying for, most of those in his generation can’t imagine 
anything worth dying for.   

In many ways, this is the world our young people 
have inherited- a world that has lost its focus, a world 
without a sense of purpose, a world where hope seems to 



have gone behind a cloud. And so the question that needs 
to be in front of us all the time is: what can the church do 
to pave the way for God to be able to inject a bit more 
hope into this world? I asked myself this question and the 
answer that immediately came to my mind was to listen. 
The church needs to listen—listen to our young people, 
listen to our neighbors, listen to what’s going on in our 
community.  

Simeon and Anna must have done a lot of listening. 
They listened to God. They listened to each other. And 
they listened to the people. The people had been waiting 
for a long time for the birth of this special baby. And 
because Simeon and Anna had been such good listeners 
and because that had sustained them for so long, they 
were ready to welcome the baby when the time 
came.  They were truly energized by hope. Not just on the 
day they met the Messiah, but on all the long days of 
waiting that came before.  

What would it look like if our waiting was 
energized by hope? Our waiting for this pandemic to be 
over, our waiting for some new energy for caring, 
connecting and serving the community? Where’s your 
energy today? Is it all drained out? Or is it ready and 
waiting and energized for the New Year? We’ve got a few 
days to go until 2021. May you and I discover those gifts 
God so wants to give us- peace, love, joy and especially 
hope and get ready for some new energy. Amen. 

 
MOMENT OF REFLECTION 

 

 WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD  

HYMN #49                    “Once in Royal David’s City” 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Sharing Joys and Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer  



OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Call to the Offering  

*Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Christ, all people here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  

Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen 

   

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

O God, you have given us the greatest gift, your Son. We 

respond to you by giving to you what is precious to us. 

Grant that we might learn to give even more freely. Teach 

us how giving changes us. We give thanks for your 

unceasing love through this tiny child. Amen.  

 

*HYMN #29                    “Go Tell It On the Mountain” 

 

*BENEDICTION     
 

*RESPONSE #51            “See Amid the Winter’s Snow”(v.1) 

See, amid the winter’s snow born for us on earth below, see the 

tender Lamb appears, promised from eternal years. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Thank you to Diane Grycz for her ministry of music today! 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 

Maria Beimly Rick Latimer 

Norma Lesher 

Betsy Morris 

Jan Schroeder 

Mary Swartzel 

 

Bob & Emily Christian 

Beth Griffin 
 

 

 

 


