
CELEBRATING GOD’S LOVE ON SUNDAY AUGUST 30, 2020 
 
 
INTROIT 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader:  Let us open our hearts to the sunshine of God’s love. 
People:  Let us open our souls to the gentle wind of God’s Spirit. 
Leader:  We have gathered to hear the good news of Jesus Christ. 
People:  A word that renews us again and again 
Leader:   Let us worship God. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
Peace-giving God, you promise that you will not leave us alone. As we pause for worship this 
week, fill us with your presence. As we live through this time of turmoil and anxiety, remind us 
that we are not alone; refresh our souls with the peace that passes understanding, and help us 
love each other as we have been loved. We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace, as we 
open ourselves to the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
HYMN #461      “God is Here!” 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God of mercy and forgiveness, we confess that our love isn’t always genuine. We see evil and 
wring our hands instead of resisting it. We forget to consider more ways to serve you. We turn our 
back on strangers who could benefit from our hospitality. We do not pray enough for our 
enemies. We associate with our own kind, fearing the “other”. We relish in fantasies of revenge. 
For all this, and for all that burdens our heart today, O God, we seek your forgiveness.  Have 
mercy on us and hear us now as we share our personal prayers of confession … 
 
A TIME OF QUIET/PERSONAL CONFESSION 
 
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDON 
The good news in Christ is that God offers us life at every moment, forgiving us, and inviting us to the 
freshness of new beginnings. 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 
 
RESPONSE #359         “More Love to Thee, O Christ” (v. 1) 
More love to Thee, O Christ, More love to Thee! Hear Thou the prayer I make on bended knee. This 
is my earnest plea: More love, O Christ, to Thee, More love to Thee, More love to Thee!  
 
PASSING THE PEACE                                       
The peace of Christ be with you! And also with you.  Now fold your hands in front of your heart and bow 
to your neighbors near and far, wishing them God’s peace, God’s Shalom.  

 
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD  

 
SCRIPTURE:     Romans 12: 9-21 
 
MESSAGE:       “Let Love Be Genuine”              Rev, Linda Niece 

Let Love be Genuine. 



A police officer pulled a driver aside and asked for his license and registration. “What’s wrong, officer,” the 
driver asked. “I didn’t go through any red lights, and I certainly wasn’t speeding.” 
 
“No, you weren’t,” said the officer, “but I saw you waving your fist as you swerved around the lady driving 
in the left lane, and I further observed you shouting at the driver of the SUV who cut you off, and how you 
pounded your steering wheel when the traffic came to a stop near the bridge.” 
 
“Are those crimes, officer?” 
 
“No, but when I saw the ‘Jesus loves you and so do I’ bumper sticker on the car, I figured this car had to 
be stolen.” 

 
“Let love be genuine,” these words were written by the Apostle Paul nearly 2000 years ago. In his 

earlier life, he had been known as Saul and was a lawyer, a Pharisee, a devout Jew who persecuted 
followers of Jesus until a powerful experience on the road to Damascus meant that nothing for him would 
ever be the same. Saul was transformed, becoming a passionate follower and advocate of Jesus, whom 
he acknowledged to be Christ, the chosen redeemer and savior. Through his own experience Paul knew 
the power of transformation, and he knew that power came not from coercion, not from trying as hard as 
he could to please God, but from love, God’s love shown through Jesus Christ. 

 
Our Scripture lesson is the letter of Paul to the Romans, in order the first of his letters to be found 

in the New Testament and yet penned many years after his conversion and after planting and supporting 
churches throughout the Eastern Mediterranean. With those years had come experience, maturity, and 
wisdom. His letter to the Romans is written from the heart, mind, and spirit of one who has known a life of 
suffering and proclaim from firsthand knowledge the power of love of God from which nothing can 
separate us. As one scholar, Alyce McKenzie asserts, Paul’s words in Romans are more helpfully 
understood not as good advice, but as Good News. 

 
Over the years, Paul returned again and again to that theme of transformation. In the life, death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ something new had happened in human history and for each individual 
human. Everything was different. Life was reshaped and remolded and refashioned after the pattern of 
Jesus. Paul looked at the followers of Jesus as “new creations”, new creations who lived and behaved 
differently. And the difference was made by love. 

 
When the world looked at the first Christians, it saw something strikingly different. “See how they 

love one another” is one of the first recorded observations. The world saw a new community that looked 
and acted like no community anyone had ever seen before. They called it “ecclesia”—church, the 
Christian church, patterned after the life of Jesus Christ. 

 
Back in the day, Billy Graham used to ask, “If you were arrested for being a Christian, would there 

be enough evidence to convict you?” In other words, does the way you are, the way you live, what you do, 
what you say and don’t say, how you use your resources, what you care most passionately about—would 
it show something of your faith?  Think about it. That question has always made me a little uncomfortable, 
because there are ways, I know I’ve fallen short. Nevertheless, we hear in Paul’s words a call to and an 
expectation of love in action. If you want to talk the talk, you have to walk the walk. Professions of faith 
are like the sounds of “noisy gongs or clanging cymbals” apart from love. Paul reminds us, it’s about love, 
love for God. Yes! And in response to the amazing love we have received from God through Jesus Christ, 
its about the generous compassionate, merciful, and just love for others 
 
            Paul’s description of love in this passage indicates that love is not necessarily always something 
tangible that you see or feel or experience; but that love is something that we always do. Love is a verb. 
Love is an action and it is a call to action. It is this which Paul conveys here. Love goes beyond the 
confines of our hearts, it becomes, like with God’s own self, the very essence of our being if we live in the 
true love of Christ. Love is what we do and who we are. It is worldly, earthy, social, and political and 
requires us to live thoroughly and intentionally in the world. 
 



            “Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good.”  Sometimes it just might be 
tempting to withdraw from the world to a place where things are simpler, where it’s easier to be kind and 
forgiving and loving.   But love calls us as individual believers and followers of Jesus and as a church to 
live intentionally in the world where things get complicated and it is not always clear how to be faithful and 
loving. We finding need to hold tight as well as “hold fast to what is good.” 
 
            Sometimes that worldly goodness, turns up in the midst of crises and suffering. Most of us will 
remember examples of the goodness that began to emerge in both expected and unexpected places after 
Memorial Day tornadoes and the Oregon District shootings, the genuine kindness and compassion and 
hard work and self-sacrifice shown by ordinary people, the ways in which greater Dayton community 
came together to help those in need.  Has it only been a little over a year since the recovery work began? 
 
            And now here we are in the midst of the Covid 19 pandemic which has literally touched the lives 
of all of us throughout the nation and the world. These last six months sheltering in place and living under 
the limitations of life during the coronavirus, certainly have proven how complicated life can get and how 
much more intentional we need to be to reach out with love. And yet from the very beginning of the 
pandemic, individuals and groups have been showing their love. On the front lines of the virus, we have 
been very aware of the first responders and medical workers, and those workers keeping the food chain 
functioning and critical services such as the utilities running.   
 
            But there are also other individual and group acts of kindness that have been repeated throughout 
this time and will continue to be needed in the days ahead.  Early in the shelter in place order, our 
neighbor called and said that her daughter was going to be making a grocery run and asked whether 
there anything we needed her to pick up for us. After getting over the momentary shock of being thought 
to be old enough to need such help, the realization came of how good it felt to be cared for.  A month or 
so ago a friend called to let us know that he had Covid 19. After checking out how he was and whether he 
needed anything, we told him to call us if he should need anything.  Twice during his quarantine, he 
called and grocery runs were made and Don got good at touchless delivery direct to his front porch. 
 
            It’s been wonderful to see how our church support of FISH has continued when it’s been needed 
most.   Even when the church was functioning from afar and virtually, food and staples continued to find 
their way into our containers and cash donations came, too.  And it wasn’t by magic, but by the loving 
actions of our church family reaching out to those in the community in need and the steadfast work of 
Mary and Duane in delivering the goods to FISH.  

 
Millions of masks have been made during these months, some of them by members of our church 

and their extended families.  They’ve been made and given away with love. And then there is the simple 
act itself - of wearing a mask, something that we’ve done when we been able to worship together in the 
sanctuary and that otherwise allows us to have some semblance of our daily routines. But more 
essentially, it’s an act that demonstrates our love in action for ourselves and others and encourages 
others to reciprocate that love. It says I love you – to family, friends, church family, acquaintances, 
strangers and even people we don’t like and may call enemies. It is exactly the kind of love, the genuine 
love that Paul is describing. 

 
Let love be genuine. 

There is in the heart of each one of us a longing for this genuine love: a longing to receive it and live it, 
and an equally deep and urgent longing to give it. Let us resolve to allow God’s love into our lives, to 
allow it to transform us, so that we may more fully live lives of authentic faith and genuine love. 
Hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affection; 
be ardent in spirit, patient in suffering; persevere in prayer; 
contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality; 
let love be genuine. 
 
Amen. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC      Love Divine, All Loves Excelling      



                                                      WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
      Joys and Concerns 
      Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 
            Gracious and loving God, we turn to you now, relying on you to help us, to guide us, and to give 
us strength and love.  We pray for all those who are experiencing illness of any kind. Strengthen and 
comfort them. Heal their bodies. Heal their hearts, minds and spirits! 
Today, as we see the numbers of people infected by COVID-19, we ask—that you would be with each 
and every person affected. Be with the nurses and doctors and other health care workers, so many of 
whom are feeling overwhelmed right now. Stand by the researchers and all those who are a part of the 
vaccine trials.  
            Wise and loving God, it is the time of year when our children, grandchildren and great 
grandchildren and other family members return to schools, colleges, and universities as students, 
teachers, nurses, cooks, custodians and administrators. Whether by virtual or in person, or a mix of the 
two keep them safe and healthy. 
            Holy One, we pray for all leaders of our nation, leaders of every state, leaders of our cities, towns 
and rural areas that all may lead wisely, driven by compassion and a sense of responsibility for all people. 
            Creator God, help us to care for all that you have given us. Fill us with a spirit of generosity and a 
sense of security, that we may be free of fear and filled with your spirit of abundance. Give us love to 
share with one another, as well as food, staples, the things we all need for life, safety, and justice. 
Continue to show us ways to be the church, the church alive, vibrant and witnessing to the risen Christ in 
times like these we’re experiencing today. 
            Hope of the World, even as we worship in separate places and at different times, we pray that you 
would bind us together into one human family. Help us to be the body of Christ, loving and serving our 
neighbor both near and far. 
            Now, even as we are scattered, we join our voices in prayer, praying as Jesus taught us, saying, 
Our Father . . . 
 
OFFERING OUR GIFTS 
     Call to the Offering 
     Doxology 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION   
Lord of all mercy and compassion, bless these gifts lovingly offered and all the people 
worshipping this week. Help us to use these gifts for ministries of hope through our church and 
into our community, nation and world. Amen.    
 
HYMN #367     “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love” 
 
BENEDICTION                                      Let love be genuine. 

Hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good. 
Love one another with deep affection, 

thinking of others more highly than yourself. 
Serve the Lord with zeal. 

Rejoice in hope. 
Be patient in suffering. 
Persevere in prayer. 

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you this day and forevermore.  

 
RESPONSE #535         “Go with Us, Lord” 
Go with us, Lord, and guide the way through this and every coming day, That in Your Spirit strong 
and true our lives may be our gift to You. 
 
POSTLUDE 


