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CELEBRATING GOD’S LOVE 

ON COMMUNION SUNDAY 

June 6, 2021 
 

INTROIT 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

We yearn to be in the presence of the Holy One, 

To taste holy bread and drink from an overflowing cup, 

To behold the radiance of creation, 

To sing as matches our joy, 

To offer our sacrifice of service, 

To dwell all our days enfolded in the love of God, 

To praise God with our deeds and melodies. 

To come before God with our whole selves and know that all is 

well in God’s presence. 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

Welcome Holy Spirit! May we open our hearts and minds to 

your power and presence today, nurturing our hope and 

embracing us in love. We need your guidance to continue to 

answer your call in all aspects of our lives. May we be persons 

of redeeming love and reconciling peace. May we honor and 

support those who have committed to serve this year. May we 

honor one another, remembering that we are all your children. 

Knit us together today, in the name of Jesus, our risen Lord 

and Savior. Amen. 

  

*HYMN #132   “Come, Great God of All the Ages”  

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Searcher of hearts, forever you call our names. You see in us 

more good and beauty than we have dared to believe. You 

beckon us to do more than we have dared to try. But we have 

filled our ears with the sounds of the world; we have doubted 

the gifts hidden within each of us. Please forgive us. Shine your 



light into our hesitancy and embolden us to live with such joy 

and fire that all the world may know of your love. Amen. 

  

A TIME OF QUIET/PERSONAL CONFESSION 

 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDON   

 

*RESPONSE       “Lord, Prepare Me” 

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy, tried and 

true. With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living sanctuary for you. 

 

PASSING THE PEACE    

 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

SPECIAL MUSIC 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING      2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1(p.818) 

  

SERMON                                       “There’s No Place Like Home”  

 Well we certainly have a lot going on today! Craig is 

receiving his God and Life award and also his 4-Star Certificate 

and Pin which means that he has completed all four of the awards 

in the Programs of Religious Activities for Youth (P.R.A.Y.). 

That’s God and Me, God and Family, God and Church and God 

and Life. So it keeps getting bigger, doesn’t it? Me, family, church 

and then life. I see them as concentric circles getting bigger and 

bigger, as you get older and your perspective on the world widens. 

But there’s something they all have in common, and something 

they have in common with the two other things we’re doing in 

worship today which is installing our new deacons and elders, and 

celebrating communion. At Faith Church, deacons and elders are 

the leaders of the church and they make different promises for 

what they’ll be doing this year. You can listen and find out more 

about that when they make their promises in a little while. And 

communion ties it all together: Craig’s accomplishments, the gifts 

that our deacons and elders bring, they all come together around 



the table. Look at the cover of your bulletin. We all have a place at 

the table. In other words, Jesus invites everyone to remember him 

and celebrate God’s love for all of us by eating the bread and 

drinking the cup. We believe the bread and the cup are holy 

symbols, called sacraments, of the love God offers all of us.  

I’ll tell you another story about God’s love. When I was a 

pastor in PA, I had a really long commute. We lived near Sharon, 

PA, which is just above Route 80 and my church was in Ellwood 

City, 33 miles south and just an hour north of Pittsburgh. It took 

me just under 45 minutes to drive from home to church because it 

was mostly highway. We lived in PA for 10 years and some 

winters were worse than others. We seemed to get a lot more snow 

than the Dayton area does. I can remember twice having to turn 

around on a Sunday morning. Once there was an ice storm and I 

was about halfway to church when it dawned on me that I probably 

should turn around because the road was a sheet of black ice. The 

other time I had taken the local road, Route 18, running parallel to 

the highway, but still the driving kept getting worse and worse and 

the snow drifts were getting deeper, so I finally pulled into a gas 

station and started the phone tree to cancel worship. Maybe this is 

why the church folks were always worried about me driving back 

and forth in the winter. When the snow started to fall, a few of 

them would always say to me, if you ever get stuck down here and 

you need a place to stay, you can always come to my house.  

 That kind of sums up what Paul is trying to say here in the 

Bible passage we just read Not the Mr. Brown you know, but a 

different Paul, who wrote a lot of the letters in the Bible. And you 

know what? It’s a good thing we heard from Paul today, because 

Craig knows a lot about the apostle Paul. All the reading and 

writing and studying he did for his God and Life award were about 

Paul. Paul had a challenging life. He never got to meet Jesus in 

person. In fact, he didn’t like Jesus very much and he didn’t like 

Jesus’ followers, and so he’d try to make their lives miserable, 

until he had a big change of heart. Jesus came to him in a vision, 



and from that time on Paul did all he could to spread the good 

news about Jesus. He traveled all around the Mediterranean, 

staying with different people and helping them to start churches in 

their towns. Sometimes he had a tough message for them. It wasn’t 

going to be easy to be followers of Jesus. But the people 

appreciated what he was doing.  

 I hope you kept your Bibles open to that passage we read. 

First Paul is saying, God has got you covered, just like those 

church folks had me covered in case of snowstorms. No matter 

what happens in this life-- blizzards, illness, crises of all kinds-- 

let’s not lose our confidence in the power of God, because we 

know we’ll always have a place to stay, in this world and the next. 

That first quote from the Psalms in verse 13 really means, I’m 

having a hard time, but I still trust in God. Can you relate to that? 

Can you trust in God even when the going gets rough? This way of 

thinking is almost the opposite of what most people in Paul’s time 

thought. They would say, if you’re suffering, then God must be 

punishing you and so you must have done something wrong. I 

hope no one has ever said that to you. It’s in the Bible, because 

people were trying to come up with answers as to why bad things 

happen and there’s no perfect answer. But here Paul turns that on 

its head and says that during our hard times, we can be a powerful 

witness for God. 

 It’s not too difficult to have faith in God when things are 

going really well. But what about when the going gets rough? 

There’s a poem by Robert Frost called “The Death of the Hired 

Man.” It’s the story of a man who had worked on a farm but was 

let go for some reason that suggests he didn’t leave on great terms. 

And now he has come back because he has nowhere else to go. 

Even if you don’t know anything about the poem, you might 

recognize these words. ‘Home is the place where, when you have 

to go there, They have to take you in.’ 

 



That’s our faith in a nutshell. Our home, in this world and 

the next, is sure and firm in God. And so verse 16 from Paul 

naturally follows: Therefore we do not lose heart. Though 

outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being 

renewed day by day. The week before last, our friend Iris passed 

from this life into the next. Sometimes people say, she went home 

to be with God. But to me that implies that in this life, we’re 

somehow away from God, and that’s not true. It can certainly feel 

like we’re away from God sometimes with all that’s going on in 

the world. And yet Paul tells us to not lose heart. We know Iris was 

having a good time in this life up until the very end. She was at her 

grandson’s graduation party just moments before she collapsed as 

her daughter was helping her to bed. I think verse 17 especially 

applies to Iris and hopefully to all of us: “for our light and 

momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far 

outweighs them all.”  Iris has certainly achieved her eternal glory.  

 

She’s up there smiling down on us and I know she’d smile 

at this story about a little girl whose grandmother had just died. 

The funeral was over and she was riding back home with her other 

grandmother. She said, “where did grandma go?” Her other 

grandmother said, “we believe she went to be with God.” The little 

girl then asked, “how old was she?” Her grandmother said, “well, 

she was 80 years old.” Then the little girl said, “how old are you 

Grandma?”  “I’m 83” said her grandmother. The little girl then 

said, “I hope God hasn’t forgotten you!”  

 

We can rest assured that God hasn’t forgotten us.  We 

know for sure where we’re headed. And because we know for sure 

where we’re headed, certain things hopefully follow along. Service 

certainly follows along and is a natural expression of our faith. We 

celebrate Craig today and his service through Scouting. He’ll be 

starting on his Eagle Project soon, painting a shed where the Troop 

keeps their equipment, and we wish him all the best with that. And 



we celebrate our new deacons and elders as they begin their terms 

today. All of them are already ordained and are well seasoned for 

the job! Keith and Sheryl have been very active in the PCUSA for 

many years and we are so blessed to have them here and welcome 

the gifts they have to share. We let Ellen have a year off from 

serving on session, but now she’s back and ready to get to work 

again. Yay! And Chris is continuing on deacons for another term. 

Thank you Chris! She’s also the deacon rep to the Worship & 

Nurture Committee and the one who keeps track of the communion 

supplies and works really hard behind the scenes, always thinking 

ahead and anticipating what needs to get done. 

  

The other thing that flows naturally out of faith is hope. As 

Paul puts it in verse 16: “though outwardly we are wasting away, 

yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.”  If that’s not a 

reason for hope, I don’t know what is. What brings you hope 

today? Given the wide age range here, I’m guessing there are quite 

a few to that question. But here’s a hope we all have in common. 

The very last verse we read today says “for we know that if the 

earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, 

an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands.”  I know the 

Scouts are very familiar with tents, but the tent Paul is talking 

about is our bodies. You could say that our bodies are like a tent or 

a building in the sense that they are a house for God. God lives in 

us and we live in God. And that’s forever, even after we die. Have 

you seen the movie The Wizard of Oz? When Dorothy is trying to 

get back to her home in Kansas, the Wizard tells her to click her 

heels together and say, “there’s no place like home, there’s no 

place like home.” She does that and then she wakes up in her bed 

at home. And then she realizes that she never left there in the first 

place. She was always home, surrounded by the people who love 

her. And we too will always be home. That’s our faith and our 

hope in this world and the next. Amen. 

 



MOMENT OF REFLECTION 

 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

*HYMN #343       “Called as Partners in Christ’s Service”      

 

PRESENTATION OF GOD AND LIFE AWARD 

 

INSTALLATION OF DEACONS AND ELDERS 

Presentation 

Constitutional Questions 

Affirmation of Ministry 

*Congregation: We gather in celebration of the joy that is ours 

to be partners with you in the service of Jesus Christ. We 

promise to love you, honor your leadership, and assist you, that 

together we may be a faithful church of Jesus Christ. 

Prayer 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Sharing Joys and Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 

 

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

May God be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Let us pray… 

 

Sharing of the Bread and Cup 

Prayer after Communion 

Gracious God, we thank you for this holy meal. May we who 

share Christ’s body, live his risen life; may we who drink his 

cup, bring life to others; may we whom the Spirit lights, give 

light to the world. Keep us firm in the hope you have set before 

us, so that we and all your children shall be free, and the whole 

earth live to praise your name, through Christ our Lord, 

Amen. 



 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS  

Call to the Offering 

Offertory  

*Response              Doxology  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Christ, all people here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  

Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen 

  

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Loving Spirit, move us today towards generosity and service. 

Counsel us to rededicate our lives to your purposes and bless 

our gifts. May our offerings help to renew your church and 

meet the urgent needs of the day. Amen. 

   

*HYMN #430                   “Come Sing, O Church, in Joy!” 

 

 

*BENEDICTION   

 

* RESPONSE    “This Little Light of Mine” 

 This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine (3X) 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine!  

       

POSTLUDE 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Many blessings to Craig Vossler as he receives his God and 

Life award today. Craig worked with Pastor Julia this year to 

complete the award.  

 

And blessings to our two new deacons and two new elders 

being installed for their terms today: Chris TenBroeke and 

Sheryl Williams (deacons); Ellen Mayhew and Keith 

Williams (elders) 

 



This Wednesday we will be in Vandalia, with the Mobile 

Foodbank at the Living Word Church, 926 E. National Road 

from 9:30-11:00 AM. For more information, please contact 

Mary Skare at 937-689-2089.  

 

Sweet Communion Book Club meets on June 16, 5-6 PM via 

Zoom. Our book is Transcendent Kingdom by Yaa Gyasi. 

Please join us as we take a deeper look at the immigrant 

experience.  

 

Sunday’s 

Leadership 

 

June 6 

 

June 13 

Worship Leader Mary Skare Pat Harris 

Usher 

Greeter 

Chris Adams 

Don& Linda Niece 

Chris Adams 

Dottie Standley 

 

 

 

Events June 7-13 

Monday 8:15 AM Exercise 

Wednesday 8:15 AM 

9:30 AM 

10:30 AM 

Exercise 

Foodbank 

Blankets by Faith 

Thursday 7:00 PM Session 

Friday 

Sunday 

8:15 AM 

10:30 AM 

Exercise 

Worship 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 

Maria Beimley 

Katie Durst 

Beth Griffin 

Norma Lesher 

Betsy Morris 

 

Roy Schroeder 

Mary Swartzel 

 

 

 

Pastor Julia Williamson 



Music Director John Derrickson 

Secretary Sarah Harner 

 

 

Faith Presbyterian Church 

https://www.faithchurchpcusa.org/ 

faithchurch5555@gmail.com 

937-233-0873 

5555 Chambersburg Rd.  Huber Heights, Ohio 45424 

Regular Office Hours Tues- Thurs  9 AM-12 PM 
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