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Hi Everyone, 
 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven 
and earth and does not live in temples built by human hands (Acts 
17:24.) 

I got up this morning and the sun was shining! And it’s still shining a 
couple of hours later. This is good news! It gives me hope that we’ll 
shake off this gloomy, cold weather and pretty soon we won’t have to 
worry about frost and the flowers.  And today the stores open up a little 
bit for business, and even the libraries are now doing curbside pickup 
for books and other materials you can reserve online or by phone. Yet 
we still need to be careful for a while to come. 

As I write this, I’m looking over at my dog who has found a patch of 
sunlight on the kitchen floor and is enjoying a little bit of warmth.  The 
sun must feel pretty good because he has chosen it and the hard floor 
over his soft doggie bed on the other side of the kitchen. We all have 
our favorite places to hang out at home. For me it’s my comfy chair 
that’s been in my family a lot longer than I have. And I know you all miss 
your hang out spots at church, whether it’s the kitchen, the parlor, the 
Sunday school room or  the sanctuary; that’s where you feel most at 
home. 

The apostle Paul wasn’t at home when he wrote these words. They are 
part of a speech he gave when he was traveling through Athens, 
Greece.  In his speech he wants to convince people that there is one 
God who made the heavens and the earth, as opposed to the many 
gods the Greeks believed in. The Greeks believed that each place had its 
own god and so if you traveled outside your hometown, you basically 
left your god behind.  

Even though Faith Church has been apart the past 2 months, you 
haven’t left God behind. Hopefully we all have a comfy spot at home, 
whether it’s a patch of sunlight or an old, familiar chair, where we can 
plop down and know that God is close by.  And in the midst of this 
pandemic, we know God is with us. Unfortunately, the coronavirus is 
still with us too, and so when Faith opens back up for worship on May 
31, we’ll be extra careful to stay safe. Look for more information on that 
coming soon. But for today, find your comfy spot and welcome God to 
be there with you. Amen. 



 

 

Hi Everyone, 

And [God] is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything. 
Rather, [God] himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else 
(Acts 17:25.) 

Hi Everyone, 

   I wanted to let you know that this week’s verses from Acts come from 
one of the four lectionary readings for this week. I like the lectionary 
because it gives me some structure when I’m trying to figure out what 
to talk about for sermons or devotions. It can be quite daunting to pick 
from the whole Bible. There’s just too much to choose from. And then 
there’s the danger that I’ll just pick passages that I like, or that fit with 
my own agenda. Using the lectionary helps to guard against this 
tendency. The word lectionary simply means a listing of readings. 

So yesterday I was out on a walk at Lofino Park off Grange Hall Road. It’s 
a half mile around a reservoir, so I decided to go around twice. The first 
time around I passed some geese with their babies, technically a gaggle 
of geese with their goslings. On my first go-around the goslings were 
busy running around looking for things to eat and the adult geese were 



 

busy watching over them. On my second go-around about 10 minutes 
later, the goslings were all huddled together and it looked like they 
were asleep. They had had their meal, and now it was nap time. But still 
the adults were keeping watch. 

I was touched by this little glance into their daily routine. They knew 
exactly what to do. And they don’t need anything from us humans.  God 
has given them life and breath and everything else they need to survive. 
We tend to get so caught up in our own dramas and forget that there is 
a whole world out there independent of what’s going on with us 
humans.  Meanwhile God goes about his business in creation, giving the 
gift of life and breath to all the world’s creatures. And yes God is with us 
and watches us in our struggles. But, thank you Paul for reminding us 
that God is not served by human hands.  And thank you that even 
though those geese can be annoying at times, those goslings are always 
so cute. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Hi Everyone, 

I hope you all are doing well and finding some creative ways to 
do the things you love to do, even while we are still mostly at home and 
socially distanced. So next week I will be on "staycation." I’m looking 
forward to getting some things done around the house, and outside in 
the yard too.  And then there are all the things I love to do, like reading 
and biking and taking some long walks, hopefully to some of the parks I 
haven’t visited yet.  It should be a good week at home.  

Today’s scripture is from the Psalm of the week, Psalm 
66:  Praise our God, all peoples, let the sound of his praise be heard; he 
has preserved our lives and kept our feet from slipping (Psalm 66:8-
9.)  What does praising God bring to your mind?  I remember a 
children’s message where I handed out rhythm instruments to the kids 
and then every time I said “praise God” they were supposed to make a 
lot of noise with their instruments. And they loved it!  And when you 
think of praising God, you might also think of churches who like to make 
a lot of noise and maybe even raise their hands in the air in praise to 
God. 



 

But that’s usually not the way things are done in most 
Presbyterian Churches and that’s fine, because there are quiet ways to 
praise God too.  And I’ll tell you that I tend to prefer those quiet ways 
over the louder ones.  We can praise God without making a sound. We 
can praise God by just getting out of bed in the morning and putting our 
feet on the floor. That’s called resilience.  When we have resilience we 
are better able to bounce back and recover from difficult times.  These 
past 2 months certainly qualify as difficult times.  Kind of like a rainy 
morning when you just don’t want to get out of bed.  It was pouring rain 
when I woke up this morning and it was kind of nice to just lie there and 
listen to the rain. But then it was definitely time to get up.  That’s 
resilience. 

How have you and I praised God lately? And how has God kept 
our feet from slipping? How has praising God made us more resilient in 
the face of all that’s going on in our world today? I’d love to hear your 
answers. Take good care and many blessings! 

Also please know that while I'm on vacation, Rev. Linda will be 
on call and will also be hosting "Popcorn with the Pastor" Tuesday at 
6:30. You can reach her on her cell phone. 

 


