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Devotional Monday March 30 

Hi Everyone, 

The verse for today is from the Prophet Malachi  

 I learned something new today about the sparrows who are 
building a nest on the light just outside our front door. They 
did this last year too.  As I sit at my dining room table I can 
see them flying past with little twigs in their beaks. When I 
told my husband David though, he said we should knock it 
down.  I thought he was being heartless, but then I looked up 
the history of the house sparrow and it said that they are the 
most despised bird in Ohio. They were introduced into Ohio 
from England in 1870 with the idea that they would help 
reduce the insect population.  But actually these birds eat 
seeds, not insects. And so neither farmers nor gardeners are 
fond of them.  They’ve even been accused of being the 
bullies of the bird world around here.  But I say it’s not their 
fault that they were brought here. 



 

Instead, what if we humans had a better grasp on our place 
in creation and didn’t try to manipulate it for our benefit? 
That’s a good thing to think about as Earth Day is coming up 
in a few weeks. And it brings me back to  Malachi, the very 
last book in the Old Testament. Malachi lived around 450 bce 
and so he gets the last word, before 400 years of silence will 
go by until the birth of Jesus.  Malachi talked a lot about the 
covenant between God and his people—the promise that 
God made to Abraham to bless him and his descendants.  In 
return, God’s children are to love God always, including all of 
his creation, even the dreaded house sparrow.   Thinking of 
you all today and wishing you well!  

Let’s pray,  Dear God, some of us are restless today, and 
some are worried about what will happen in the next few 
weeks. We are out of our comfort zone with this virus. We 
are at home and yet we are on edge. Still we thank you that 
through all calamities, even a worldwide pandemic, you are 
with us and you never change.  Amen. 

 

 

March 31 

Hi Everyone,  

We’re never going to forget this time that we’re living 
through right now.  Next year, or a few years down the line 
we’ll say to ourselves, remember when…  And Hebrews 
Chapter 11 talks about all kinds of big events that happened 
during Bible times and how the people responded to 
them.  Our verse for today comes from Hebrews  



 

 

The last time we celebrated communion on March 1, we said 
together the PCUSA short statement of faith, including these 
words…  The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets 
us free to accept ourselves and to love God and 
neighbor…   I like that idea—that God sets us free to love 
one another. We’re not doing it on our own, because God’s 
love always comes first and inspires us, in turn, to reach out 
to one another in love because we have been set free to do 
this. 



 

This pandemic and isolation are challenging all of us in 
different ways. Yet maybe in a sense we’re also being freed 
up to do some different things and to see our lives a little 
differently. In my neighborhood someone left a bunch of 
sidewalk chalk on the corner and people have been writing 
and drawing inspirational messages.  Maybe in kind of an 
upside down way, this pandemic has set us free to focus on 
what’s really important. I’ve already heard people asking 
how this time of isolation will change all of us. What will we 
pick up again when it’s over and what things that we used to 
do will we leave behind forever? I’m not sure yet what my 
answer is to that, but I think it’s a reminder that we were set 
free a long time ago because of the empty tomb and yet 
most of us still haven’t found our wings. And so what are we 
waiting for? 

Let’s pray, dear God, we thank you that you have given us 
the gift of faith and that you have set us free to love you and 
to love our neighbor. Let’s not hold back. Let’s not wait a 
moment longer for each day of this life is a precious gift. 
With our thanks and praise, we offer up our prayers, Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

April 1 

Hi Everyone 

Our verse for today, April 1, is   “A joyful heart is good 
medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones” (Proverbs 
17:22.)  In honor of April Fool’s Day, here are a few of my 
favorite Bible jokes. 

A pastor went out one day to visit his church members. At 
one house, it was obvious that someone was home, but 
nobody came to the door even though the pastor knocked 
several times. Finally, the pastor took out his card, wrote out 
“Revelation 3:20” on the back of it, and stuck it in the 
door.  Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears 
my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine 
with him, and he with me. – Revelation 3:20 

The next day, the card turned up in the collection plate. 
Below the pastor’s message was written the following 
notation: I heard your voice in the garden, and I was afraid 
because I was naked; and I hid myself. – Genesis 3:10 

 A Baker was asked to print 1 John 4:18 on a wedding cake. 
He forgot, and instead printed John 4:18. 

1 John 4:18 reads “There is no fear in love, but perfect love 
casts out fear.” 
John 4:18 on the other hand reads “For you have had five 
husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband.” 

 A minister told her congregation, “Next week I plan to 
preach about the sin of lying. To help you understand my 
sermon, I want you all to read Mark 17.” The following 
Sunday, as she prepared to deliver her sermon, the minister 
asked for a show of hands. She wanted to know how many 



 

people had read Mark 17. Several hands went up. The 
minister then smiled and said, “Mark has only sixteen 
chapters. I will now proceed with my sermon on the sin of 
lying.” 

Happy April everyone! 

 

 

April 2 

Hi Everyone, 

Our verse for today comes from Matthew 12:16-18. “He 
warned them not to tell others about him. This was to 
fulfill what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah:  “Here is 
my servant whom I have chosen, the one I love, in whom I 
delight; I will put my Spirit on him, and he will proclaim 
justice to the nations.” 

Have you ever had someone tell you a secret? They share 
some juicy bit of information and then they say, “but don’t 
tell anybody.” Depending on what the secret is, it could be 
hard to keep that promise. In the gospels of Mark and 
Matthew we hear Jesus over and over again tell his followers 
to keep the secret of his true identity and even not to tell 
about the miracles and healings he has done. Maybe he’s not 
ready for the world to know who he is. Or maybe he doesn’t 
want the Romans to interfere in what he’s doing quite yet. 
But pretty soon that will all change. 

Next week is Holy Week, beginning with Palm Sunday, just 3 
days from now. And so it’s a good time to ask ourselves if we 
have any secrets we’re keeping from God. In a sense, God 



 

already knows our all of our secrets, but from our point of 
view, confession is always good for the heart and the soul. 

I will talk to you again on Sunday as we join together in spirit 
for Palm Sunday worship. Until then, be well and be safe. 
And give thanks to God who knows us better than we know 
ourselves and loves us completely, even with all of our 
secrets. Amen.  

 

Rev. Julia Williamson, Interim Pastor 
Faith Presbyterian Church 
Huber Heights, OH 
 


