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Therefore we do not lose heart. 2 Corinthians 4:16 

  

CELEBRATING GOD’S LOVE ON SUNDAY 

SEPTEMBER 13, 2020 
  

GOD’S PEOPLE GATHER 
  
INTROIT 
  
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS   
  
CALL TO WORSHIP 

Come and receive the new life Christ has promised. 

Thanks be to God for this gift so freely given. 

With thankfulness in our hearts, let us face the coming days. 

With Christ as our guide and strength, we can face anything. 

OPENING PRAYER 

God, you have brought us together once more, and we are grateful. We come to be 

fed, to be renewed, and to seek understanding.  We embrace the challenges set before 

us, trusting that through challenge we grow in faith. God, you are revealed here, in 

the shade of this tree, in the beauty of your creation. And you are revealed sometimes 

in shining glory, sometimes in tears and struggle. As we worship now, refresh and 

renew us, as we strive to walk the path of discipleship. Amen. 

  

*HYMN #464                         “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” 

Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, God of glory, Lord of love; 

Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee, opening to the sun above. Melt the clouds of sin 

and sadness; drive the gloom of doubt away; Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the 

light of day. 
  
All Thy works with joy surround Thee, earth and heaven reflect Thy rays, stars and angels 

sing around Thee, center of unbroken praise; field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery 

meadow, flashing sea, chanting bird and flowing fountain 

call us to rejoice in Thee. 
  
Mortals join the happy chorus, which the morning stars began; lover divine is reigning 

o’er us, joining all in Heaven’s plan. Ever singing, march we onward, victors in the midst 

of strife; joyful music leads us sunward in the triumph song of life. 

  

CALL TO CONFESSION 

  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION          



O God, today we confess our shortcomings. Where we are mistaken, correct us. 

Where we are lacking, enrich us. Where we are divided, grant us love. Where we are 

complacent, grant us discipline. Where we have humility, goodness, unity and mutual 

love, bless and strengthen us. All this we ask in Christ’s name. Amen. 

  

A TIME OF QUIET/PERSONAL CONFESSION 

  

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDON 

  

*RESPONSE                                            “Halle, Halle, Halle” 

  

PASSING THE PEACE                              

The peace of Christ be with you! 

And also with you. 
  
Please share a sign of God’s peace- a nod of greeting, a wave of hello, a bow wishing your 

neighbors God’s peace, God’s Shalom. 

  

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
  
 A READING FROM THE BOOK OF ESTHER 

(CHAPTER 2, SELECTIONS)       

  

Later when King Xerxes’ fury had subsided, he remembered Vashti and what she 

had done and what he had decreed about her. 2 Then the king’s personal attendants 

proposed, “Let a search be made for beautiful young virgins for the king. 3 Let the 

king appoint commissioners in every province of his realm to bring all these 

beautiful young women into the harem at the citadel of Susa… and let beauty 

treatments be given to them. 4 Then let the young woman who pleases the king be 

queen instead of Vashti.” This advice appealed to the king, and he followed it.5 Now 

there was in the citadel of Susa a Jew of the tribe of Benjamin, named 

Mordecai… 6 who had been carried into exile from Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar 

king of Babylon... 7 Mordecai had a cousin named Hadassah, whom he had brought 

up because she had neither father nor mother. This young woman, who was also 

known as Esther… was beautiful. Mordecai had taken her as his own daughter when 

her father and mother died.8 When the king’s order and edict had been proclaimed, 

many young women were brought to the citadel of Susa. Esther also was taken to 

the king’s palace…  
10 Esther had not revealed her nationality and family background, because Mordecai 

had forbidden her to do so. 11 Every day he walked back and forth near the courtyard 

of the harem to find out how Esther was and what was happening to her. 12 Before a 

young woman’s turn came to go into King Xerxes, she had to complete twelve 



months of beauty treatments prescribed for the women, six months with oil of myrrh 

and six with perfumes and cosmetics….    
15 When the turn came for Esther to go to the king, … Esther won the favor of 

everyone who saw her.  
 17 Now the king was attracted to Esther more than to any of the other women, and 

she won his favor and approval... So he set a royal crown on her head and made her 

queen instead of Vashti. 18 And the king gave a great banquet, Esther’s banquet, for 

all his nobles and officials. He proclaimed a holiday throughout the provinces and 

distributed gifts with royal liberality. 

…Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate, [when he] …found out about [a] plot [to 

assassinate the king] and told Queen Esther, who in turn reported it to the king, 

giving credit to Mordecai. 23 And when the report was investigated and found to be 

true, the two officials were impaled on poles. All this was recorded in the book of 

the annals in the presence of the king. 
  

SPECIAL MUSIC                                                                           

  

NEW TESTAMENT READING     2 Corinthians 4:16-18 

   

SERMON                               “For Such a Time as This, Part 2” 

Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are 

being renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal 

glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is 

unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. (2 Cor 4) 

            Everybody look at the front of your bulletin, underneath FPC it says (read 

together), Christians growing in faith by caring, connecting and serving community… That’s 

Faith Church’s motto: to care, connect and serve. I’ll name some examples and you tell me 

whether it’s an example of caring, connecting, serving or all three. …Giving to Fish, the Crop 

Walk, working at the Foodbank and the House of Bread, tutoring, small groups, choir, hosting 

the Scouts, special offerings (Peace & Global Witness Oct.), Deacons’ Christmas Eve reception, 

what else?…  That’s a lot. But all those things put together still fall short of describing the 

essence of Faith Church. The church is the people. The church is all of you today, not how you 

were last week or last year, or how you will be in a few months.  Last month we lost 2 dear 

members. And next week Faith Church will gain two new members. There are programs and 

activities that have fallen away, but there are also some new ones. Everything is fluid. Yet 

churches, just like people, have personalities that stay basically the same. As we get older, we 

don’t look quite the same, but deep down we’re still the same person. Same goes for the church. 

Faith Church has a personality all of its own. From day to day and year to year, things change, 

but personality-wise, that deep down essence, stays the same. 

            All this leads me to say that I believe in inner beauty. How about you? But Esther on the 

other hand, has to rely on her outer beauty to get her where she needs to be. You see, King 

Xerxes is angry with Queen Vashti because she wouldn’t follow his orders, and so he’s looking 



for a new queen. And what better way to find one than to hold a beauty contest! This is Esther’s 

golden opportunity to get herself where she needs to be in order to save her people from an evil 

plot to kill them. She starts the ball rolling by winning this very long beauty contest. Have you 

ever heard of a year-long beauty contest? It’s just plain silliness! And it’s exaggeration. It’s satire 

which pokes fun at what’s going on with people. Esther gets all those treatments to make her 

look pretty. But her real identity is still a secret. And that’s important because the story takes 

place in Persia where it was dangerous to be Jewish. That’s why her cousin Mordecai tells her 

not to reveal her true identity.  She’s still in disguise even though the king thinks he knows her 

well enough to make her his queen instead of Vashti. But really he doesn’t know her at all. The 

plot is just beginning to unfold for Esther, and Mordecai too. How will they keep their people 

safe for one more day? It has partly to do with being in the right place at the right time. But 

there’s more to it than that. 

            In 2 Corinthians 4 the apostle Paul writes: Therefore we do not lose heart. Though 

outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. These are tough 

days to be living through. And it could be easy to lose heart. Our country is so divided, and we 

wonder how we can get back together again; even just get back to listening to one another in a 

civil manner on the national level. But I think you understand what it means to live in 

community and that it’s not always easy. It’s not easy to sit down with friends over a cup of 

coffee (even though that would be nice now!) with a national election less than 2 months away. 

And that’s what Paul means by wasting away. It’s that struggle to be in the world and to do the 

right thing. It’s not about getting older and watching our bodies break down. He’s writing about 

what it’s like to deal with conflict and adversity. 

            So outwardly we are dealing with lots of stuff, but inwardly we are being renewed. That, 

my friends, is the light of Christ shining inside of us. It’s that tried and true notion of giving our 

lives over to Jesus. And then we can get a better perspective on today’s trials. In the scope of 

eternity, they’re just a little blip. But on the other hand, if we let Jesus renew us day by day, we 

won’t cling to the past so much. There are things we did and believed in the past that just don’t 

work today. I’m just as guilty as anyone. I look at the past through rosy glasses and reminisce 

about how things used to be. I remember getting let out early from school on Weds afternoons to 

go to choir practice at the big Dutch Reformed Church across the street. I sang in the youth 

choirs all the way from first grade through high school. And I loved it, but it didn’t always go 

smoothly. Some of the girls (never me though) would misbehave and they were rude to the choir 

director. That was not good. But we were all there together and there was a sense that this is 

where we were supposed to be every Weds afternoon and Sunday mornings when we put on our 

robes and processed into the big sanctuary to sing. That was in the 1970s and early 80s. And then 

in 1989 I was called to be DCE at a UCC congregation in CT. And now I can say that in my 31 

years of working in the church, the number of times people have said to me that the church’s 

problems are the fault of the young families for not coming to church, are too many to count. 

             In every church from Connecticut to New York, back to CT, to PA and then to Ohio, it’s 

the same story. But it’s not right to blame young families for not coming to church. We may 

have had no choice in the matter, and we may have given our children no choice in the matter, 

but the world has changed. And if the church wants to keep up and help share God’s love with 

the next generation, it needs to be adept. We talk more often about adopting new ideas or 

adapting to a new world. But being adept requires all of that and more. It means keeping all the 



balls up in the air at the same time: knowing our strengths and weaknesses as a church, knowing 

our place in the community and how we are seen or not seen, knowing what brings us joy and 

what is life-draining. Being aware of all these things can help us to be adept. 

            There’s a story about a Presbyterian Church in PA who was convinced that they were 

close to closing their doors. They couldn’t figure out what to do. In the mornings some of the 

women came early for an exercise class and when they were done they would look out the 

window and see a group of children waiting just outside the church’s doors for the school bus. It 

was winter and quite cold out so the women got an idea. Why not invite the children to wait 

inside the church instead of outside? And why not serve them some hot chocolate too? So that’s 

what they did. It didn’t solve the church’s problems. And it may not have meant those children 

were going to show up on Sunday mornings, but it certainly brought some joy and smiles to a lot 

of faces. 

            Here are verses 17 & 18 again from 2 Corinthians 4.  For our light and momentary 

troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.  So we fix our eyes not 

on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is 

eternal. So why do you think Esther went to the palace for that beauty contest in the first place? 

Was it her choice or was she forced to go? The text doesn’t make that clear. However it does set 

things in motion in ways that nobody could predict.  Maybe that’s what it means to keep our eyes 

focused, at least a little bit, not on what is right in front of us, but on what we know to be true. 

Yes, many things are challenging now, but God’s purposes are eternal. Yes we need to pray like 

crazy, but we also need to trust, like Esther did, that God will put us in the right place at the right 

time, and that we’ll be adept enough to follow where the Holy Spirit may lead. What might that 

look like for Faith Church today? Give it some thought. Amen. 

  

MOMENT OF REFLECTION 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
  
HYMN #276         “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father;  

there is no shadow of turning with thee;  

thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not;  

as thou hast been thou forever wilt be.  
  
Refrain:  

Great is thy faithfulness!  Great is thy faithfulness!  

Morning by morning new mercies I see all I have  

needed thy hand hath provided  

Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
  
 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 

sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 

join with all nature in manifold witness  

to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. [Refrain] 



  

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,  

thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide,  

strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! [Refrain] 

  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Sharing Joys and Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer                    

  

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Call to the Offering 

  

*Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Christ, all people here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 

Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen                   

  

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION        

Loving God, we dedicate these gifts in response to Christ's call, and offer ourselves 

in commitment to how we might best serve our church, our neighbors, our 

communities, and wider world. Take us and mold us according to your will. We 

pray that who we are may be acceptable, what we do may find favor and that which 

we give will reflect your love. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

  

*HYMN # 354          “Guide My Feet” 

Guide my feet while I run this race (3X)… for I don’t want to run this race in vain! 

Hold my hand while I run this race (3X)… for I don’t want to run this race in vain! 

Stand by me while I run this race (3X)… for I don’t want to run this race in vain! 

I’m your child while I run this race (3X)… for I don’t want to run this race in 

vain!                     

*BENEDICTION    
  
*RESPONSE     #535 Go with Us Lord  

Go with us, Lord, and guide the way 

Through this and every coming day 

That in your Spirit strong and true 

Our lives may be our gift to You. 

                                                     

POSTLUDE 
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 



Thank you for following the guidelines set by session for worship and any other time you 

are in the church building. Please wear a mask, observe social distancing, and make ample 

use of the hand sanitizers throughout the building. And together we will love our neighbors 

as ourselves. 
 

We will be restarting Sunday School next Sunday, September 20, at 9:30 AM. We plan to 

meet outdoors, weather permitting. Sunday School books are available for $7. We hope to 

see you there! 
  
A Thank you from FISH--You are amazing! The FISH boxes keep filling up! Twenty-five 

bags and boxes were delivered during the month of August. Thank you! Thank you! The 

need for September is cookies and cereal. Thank you for your support of this mission. 
  
Popcorn with the Pastor continues on Tuesdays at 6:30 PM. Join in for a time of informal 

conversation over Zoom. If you would like to participate, please contact Pastor Julia. 

If you would like to join our Zoom discussion on the book White Fragility, please let Pastor 

Julia know. We will meet for 3 Monday nights beginning Sept. 21. 

  

Blankets by Faith meets Wednesdays at 10:30. All are welcome to come and participate in 

this wonderful ministry 
  
The CROP Walk will be held on Oct. 4 following worship. Due to health concerns, we 

will follow our FISH Walk path and keep our social distance. If you would like to walk 

or donate, please call Mary Skare or go to the 

website crophungerwalk.org/daytonoh.       Our team is FaithPresHH. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 

Maria Beimly David Henry 

Rick Latimer 

Norma Lesher 

Betsy Morris 

  

Jan Schroeder 

Mary Swartzel 

  

  

Bob & Emily 

Christian 

Beth Griffin 

    

Please pray for the families of Pat Peck and of Sets Nagaoka. 

To remind us of our connection with the Presbytery of the Miami Valley, please pray for Slifers 

Presbyterian Church, located at 2999 South Clayton Road, Farmersville and their Moderator 

Sue Seiler. 
  

  Pastor Julia Williamson 

Music Director John Derrickson 
Connect with us online to see current events and announcements by going 

to https://www.faithchurchpcusa.org/ 

  
  

5555 Chambersburg Rd.  Huber Heights, Ohio 45424 

Regular Office Hours M- Th 9 AM- 12 PM 

937-233-0873 

http://crophungerwalk.org/daytonoh
https://www.faithchurchpcusa.org/

