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Monday April 6 

Our Bible verse for today is from Mark 10:32-34 

32 They were on their way up to Jerusalem, with Jesus leading 

the way, and the disciples were astonished, while those who 

followed were afraid. Again he took the Twelve aside and told 

them what was going to happen to him. 33 “We are going up to 

Jerusalem,” he said, “and the Son of Man will be delivered 

over to the chief priests and the teachers of the law. They will 

condemn him to death and will hand him over to the 

Gentiles, 34 who will mock him and spit on him, flog him and 

kill him. Three days later he will rise.” 

 

It’s Holy Week and we are on our way with Jesus to 

Jerusalem.  Jesus is leading the way as only he knows how to 

do. And he’s got a bit of a rag tag group following behind him 

consisting of the disciples and some other folks. Mark tells us 

that the disciples were astonished.  In other words they were 

bewildered, dumb-founded and speechless.  I think we can all 

relate to those feelings this week. We are all a little bewildered 



 

to be told we must stay home and if we go out to get essential 

items, we’re advised to wear a face mask. This is new territory 

for all of us. 

And Jesus had never experienced what he would experience on 

those five days before the crucifixion.  What might it look like 

for us to travel with him this week?  One way to do that would 

be to start with Mark 10 and read one chapter of Mark every 

day. Mark is the shortest gospel with only 16 chapters. So if 

you start today you’ll end up on Saturday with the Easter story 

in Mark 16. Does that sound like a good plan? 

Let’s pray, Holy God as we begin this Holy Week, we thank 

you for your steadfast love. May we feel your presence with us 

each day as we walk with Jesus to the cross and beyond. Amen. 

 

Tuesday 7 

Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were 

put and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple 



 

treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts.  But a poor 

widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only 

a few cents.  Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly I 

tell you, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than 

all the others.  They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of 

her poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on.” (Mark 

12:41-44.) 

     The temple in Jerusalem was a happening place during that 

first holy week. It was the Passover and large crowds have 

come to the city. The most well-known event, the one that 

makes it into all the Easter-themed movies, is when Jesus 

overturns the tables of the money changers. We often turn to 

this event to remind people that yes, Jesus did get angry. But 

today we look around the temple and spot something  much 

less conspicuous going on. A poor widow has put 2 very small 

copper coins into the temple treasury.  And Jesus points out to 

his disciples that these 2 coins were most likely all she had. Her 

generosity is good news and worthy of sharing. 

     So yesterday I invited everybody to read one chapter of 

Mark a day beginning with chapter 11. That puts us in chapter 

12 today which ends with the widow’s story. The widow’s 

story could easily have gotten buried under all the other news 

of things going on in the temple during that busy week. And 

the same is true for our news which is so full of stories 

revolving around the Covid-19. But I know there’s good news 

out there as well. There are people doing good deeds all over 

the place- making masks, donating food, and watching out for 

neighbors and friends. Today when you finish reading Mark 

12, go on a hunt for a good news story, something seemingly 

small that’s gotten buried, just like the widow and her 2 small 

coins. Jesus had his eye on her and he has his eye on all of us 

this week as we walk with him towards the cross. 

Let’s pray, Holy God we give you thanks for small bits of good 

news this week. May we keep our eyes focused on the ways 



 

you are at work in our world today, despite the challenges we 

face. And may we walk with you towards the cross each and 

every day. Amen. 

 

 

Wednesday 8 

Hi Everyone, 

Hope you are doing well today! Here's our passage for the day 

from Mark 13:32-37 

“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels 

in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  Be on guard! Be 

alert! You do not know when that time will come. It’s like a 

man going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in 

charge, each with their assigned task, and tells the one at the 

door to keep watch. “Therefore keep watch because you do not 

know when the owner of the house will come back—whether in 

the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at 

dawn.  If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you 

sleeping.  What I say to you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’” 

On this Wednesday of Holy Week, Jesus tells us to keep watch. 

We don’t have anything else to do, so this shouldn’t be a 

problem, right? I got up early this morning, put the coffee on, 

took the dog out, and then settled in my favorite chair. I tried 

to pray, but soon the distractions started. First there was my 

book I put down last night with only 10 pages left.  I couldn’t 

let it go unfinished. I’ll pray later, I said, and I picked it 

up.  Twenty minutes later I tried once more to sit quietly in 

prayer, but by then it was 8 o’clock and time for the morning 

news report.  When that was done, well, the dog was once 

again asking to go out for his morning walk, which was a good 

thing because I did fit in a couple quick thank you prayers for 



 

the beautiful spring morning while we were outside. But then 

back inside, my brain said, it’s time to get to work. And so I 

turned on the computer and well, you know the rest of the story. 

Keep watch, says Jesus. Be on guard, be alert! Because we 

don’t know where God will lead us next.  Because we don’t 

know what today holds. Because we are living through a global 

pandemic and this is totally new. We’ve never done this 

before.  Thank you God that we walk by faith with Jesus at our 

side. And that’s a good thing. I wouldn’t want it any other way. 

Amen. 

And don't forget to read Mark 13 today.  Take good 

care!  Pastor Julia 

 

 

Thursday 9 

Hi Everyone, 

 

Below you will find the written version of the Maundy 

Thursday Tenebrae Service featuring John on the piano.  And 

many thanks to Don for recording our services this month, and 

to Cyndi for setting up the candles. 

Also, here is a link to an Easter worship put out by the PCUSA. 

That gives you another option for Easter worship, along with 

Faith's Easter service.  

https://www.pcusa.org/easter-worship-service/  
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 Maundy Thursday at Faith Presbyterian 

 

PRELUDE 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

Holy God, we are once again alone and yet together in spirit on 

this holy night when we remember both togetherness and 

promise at the Last Supper, and afterwards betrayal and arrest 

in the garden.  Open us to the depths of your love hidden in the 

mystery of this week.  May we know your comforting hope in 

the midst of fear and worry. May we feel your forgiveness in 

those moments when we, like the disciples, deny you and run 

away. Walk with us through the valleys and shadows until we 

come face to face with the radiant joy of the Risen Christ. And 

bring us finally to Easter morning. We lift this prayer to you, 

as we join together to pray the words Jesus taught his 

disciples… 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

THE SERVICE OF TENEBRAE 

First Reading- The Shadow of Betrayal (Matthew 26:20-

25) 

When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve; and 

while they were eating, he said, "Truly I tell you, one of you 

will betray me." And they became greatly distressed and began 

to say to him one after another, "Surely not I, Lord?" He 

answered, "The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl 

with me will betray me. The Son of Man goes as it is written 

of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is 

betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to have 

been born." Judas, who betrayed him, said, "Surely not I, 

Rabbi?" He replied, "You have said so." 



 

Hymn #80 Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley (Verse 1) 

Second Reading- The Shadow of Desertion (Matthew 

26:31-35) 

Then Jesus said to them, "You will all become deserters 

because of me this night; for it is written, 'I will strike the 

shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.' But after 

I am raised up, I will go ahead of you to Galilee." Peter said to 

him, "Though all become deserters because of you, I will never 

desert you." Jesus said to him, "Truly I tell you, this very night, 

before the cock crows, you will deny me three times." Peter 

said to him, "Even though I must die with you, I will not deny 

you." And so said all the disciples. 

 Hymn #92 Beneath the Cross of Jesus (Verse 1) 

 Third Reading- The Agony of the Soul (Luke 22:39-44) 

He came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of 

Olives; and the disciples followed him. When he reached the 

place, he said to them, "Pray that you may not come into the 

time of trial." Then he withdrew from them about a stone's 

throw, knelt down, and prayed, "Father, if you are willing, 

remove this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be done." 

Then an angel from heaven appeared to him and gave him 

strength. In his anguish he prayed more earnestly, and his 

sweat became like great drops of blood falling down on the 

ground. 

Hymn #95 He Never Said a Mumbalin’ Word (Verse 1) 

Fourth Reading- The Unshared Vigil (Mk 14:32-41) 

They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his 

disciples, "Sit here while I pray." He took with him Peter and 

James and John, and began to be distressed and agitated. And 

said to them, "I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, 



 

and keep awake." And going a little farther, he threw himself 

on the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour 

might pass from him. He said, "Abba, Father, for you all things 

are possible; remove this cup from me; yet, not what I want, 

but what you want." He came and found them sleeping; and he 

said to Peter, "Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep 

awake one hour? Keep awake and pray that you may not come 

into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh 

is weak." And again he went away and prayed, saying the same 

words. And once more he came and found them sleeping, for 

their eyes were very heavy; and they did not know what to say 

to him. He came a third time and said to them, "Are you still 

sleeping and taking your rest? Enough! The hour has come; the 

Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 

Hymn #97 Go to Dark Gethsemane (Verse 1) 

Fifth Reading- “Father the Hour Has Come” (John 17:1-6) 

After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven 

and said, "Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that 

the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority 

over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given 

him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only 

true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you 

on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, 

Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I 

had in your presence before the world existed. "I have made 

your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. 

They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept 

your word. 

Hymn #101 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross (Verse 1) 

 

 



 

Sixth Reading-  “That They May All Be One” (John 17:15-

22) 

I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you 

to protect them from the evil one. They do not belong to the 

world, just as I do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in the 

truth; your word is truth. As you have sent me into the world, 

so I have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify 

myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth. "I ask not 

only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will 

believe in me through their word, that they may all be one. As 

you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, 

so that the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory 

that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be 

one, as we are one. 

Hymn #98 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded (Verse 1) 

Seventh Reading-    The Arrest At the Gate (John 18:1-5) 

After Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his 

disciples across the Kidron valley to a place where there was a 

garden, which he and his disciples entered. Now Judas, who 

betrayed him, also knew the place, because Jesus often met 

there with his disciples. So Judas brought a detachment of 

soldiers together with police from the chief priests and the 

Pharisees, and they came there with lanterns and torches and 

weapons. Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him, 

came forward and asked them, "Whom are you looking for?" 

They answered, "Jesus of Nazareth." Jesus replied, "I am he." 

Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. 

Hymn #96 Calvary (Verse 1) 

 

 



 

Eighth Reading- The Shadow of the Cross (Mark 15:16-20) 

Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that 

is, the governor's headquarters); and they called together the 

whole cohort. And they clothed him in a purple cloak; and after 

twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. And they 

began saluting him, "Hail, King of the Jews!" They struck his 

head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to 

him. After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak 

and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to 

crucify him. 

Hymn #102 Were You There? (Verse 1) 

Ninth Reading- “The Word Was God” (John 1 Selections) 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All 

things came into being through him, and without him not one 

thing came into being. What has come into being in him was 

life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in 

the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

"For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have 

eternal life.  And this is the judgment, that the light has come 

into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light 

because their deeds were evil.  But those who do what is true 

come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds 

have been done in God." 

Hymn #102 Were You There? (Verse 4) 

Prayer 

O God, there is not much to say, for this is a time of listening, 

waiting, watching. Our hearts are heavy. Forgive us for our 

own betrayals. Forgive us for our own desertion. Forgive us for 



 

not raising our voices against injustice. O God, forgive us, as 

we pray with sighs too deep for words.  

With your help, we walk through this dark night of the soul, 

knowing already that the resurrection comes and that we are 

not left forever in despair.  Until Easter morning, sustain us in 

the darkness, teach us to walk to the cross and know its 

meaning before we move on. Amen. 

 

Rev. Julia Williamson, Interim Pastor 

Faith Presbyterian Church 

Huber Heights, OH 

 
 

 

 


