
CELEBRATING GOD’S LOVE ON COMMUNION SUNDAY 

September 6, 2020 
  

INTROIT 
  

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  

CALL TO WORSHIP 

On this Labor Day weekend, let us remember… 

This is quiet work in the world's terms - 

Hands kneading bread or tending the garden. 

This is quiet work in the world's terms - 

Hands extended to welcome the stranger, bread broken to share with a guest. 

This is quiet work in the world's terms - 

Hands to give a blessing to a departing friend, strong hands to grip a shovel, 

caring hands to hold a 

baby or wipe away another's tears. 

This is quiet work in the world's terms - 

Thanks be to God for all sizes and shapes of hands and the blessing and joy 

they give. 

  

OPENING PRAYER       

We give you thanks today dear God for the gift of worshiping together. It has 

been two months since we’ve been together as your servant people. We thank 

you for the beauty of the outdoors, for the holiness of ordinary things — a song 

of praise, a prayer of thanksgiving, a word of hope, a loaf of bread and a cup. 

Send your Holy Spirit to move through us now; seep into the cracks and 

crevices of our hearts, that we might know you more fully and worship you 

more deeply. Amen. 

  

*HYMN #288              “I Sing the Mighty Power of God” 

I sing the mighty power Of God 

that made the mountains rise, 

that spread the flowing seas abroad 

and built the lofty skies. 

I sing the wisdom that ordained 

the sun to rule the day; 

the moon shines full at Your command, 

and all the stars obey. 
  
I sing the goodness of the Lord 

that filled the earth with food; 



God formed the creatures with a word 

and then pronounced them good. 

Lord, how Your wonders are displayed, 

where’er we turn our eyes, 

if we survey the ground we tread 

or gaze upon the skies. 
  
There’s not a plant or flower below 

but makes Your glories known, 

and clouds arise and tempests blow 

by order from your throne; 

while all that borrows life from You 

is ever in Your care, 

and everywhere that we can be, 

thou, God, are present there.   

  

CALL TO CONFESSION 

  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION              

Most merciful God, we have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 

with our whole heart. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 

sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and follow in your ways, to the glory of your 

name. Amen. 

  

A TIME OF QUIET/PERSONAL CONFESSION 

  

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDON           

*RESPONSE                             “Halle, Halle, Halle” 

  

PASSING THE PEACE                      

The peace of Christ be with you! 

And also with you. 
  

Please share a sign of God’s peace- a nod of greeting, a wave of hello, a bow 

wishing your neighbors God’s peace, God’s Shalom. 

  

  

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

READING FROM THE BOOK OF ESTHER 



(Chapter 1 Selections) 

  

SPECIAL MUSIC 

          

SERMON 

“For Such a Time as This, Part 1,” (Esther 1),  

Last week David and I spent two nights down near Hocking Hills. We stayed in a bed & 
breakfast that was built around 1900 as a doctor’s office. We were the only ones up on 
the second floor. After a day of seeing all the sights of Hocking Hills, the caves and the 
waterfalls, we settled in for the night to watch a little TV before bed. We had just found a 
good show to watch when all of a sudden David jumps off the bed and says “there’s a 
bat in here!” And sure enough there was a pretty big bat flying around our room. So he 
opens the door to the hallway and goes out there and starts clapping his hands. I said 
“what are you doing?” He said, “bats are attracted to noise.”  I said, “OK!” We got the 
bat into the hallway and closed the door. Not 30 seconds later the bat had somehow 
gotten through the closed bathroom door (which opened to the hallway) and was now 
flying around the bathroom. So again we slammed the door and then thought, “how are 
we going to get this bat out of here?” David is a real city person, so he wasn’t much 
help. The B&B owner wouldn’t answer her phone and there was no one else around, 
except for the very nice older couple we had briefly met that morning at breakfast. They 
had a room downstairs and all the way on the other side of the house. But we were 
making so much noise that they heard us and came to see what the problem was. Long 
story, short- the nice gentleman threw a towel over the poor creature, wrapped him up 
and took him outside. And the moral of the story is—adventures that you really didn’t 
want to get into in the first place, can have a positive outcome. The next morning at 
breakfast, we had a really nice conversation with that couple and bonded with them 
because of our shared adventure the night before.   

So speaking of shared adventures, even though we haven’t been together for a while, 
we’ve been having this shared adventure called “the summer of 2020!” What more can I 
say? Pick your adventure—Covid-19, riots and demonstrations (yes, some peaceful but 
some not), trouble with law enforcement, political drama as the election approaches, 
and even hurricanes. And through it all, God has been with us: not causing any of those 
things to happen, but simply being there as a loving parent. And I hope everybody here 
has a positive story from this summer; a day, or an event that turned out especially well 
when you felt like you were in the right place at the right time. And because you were 
there, you were able to make a difference for someone else. That’s what the Book of 
Esther is all about. And that’s why the most well-known quote from Esther is when her 
cousin Mordecai says to her: “And who knows but that you have come to your royal 
position for such a time as this?”  Esther’s story has something to tell us about what it 
means to be the church today in such a time as this.  

So here are two important things about the Book of Esther. First of all, it almost didn’t 
make it into the Bible, primarily because it doesn’t mention God. That’s a pretty big 
omission. However, it got to stay in the Bible because even though God isn’t mentioned, 



you can see how God is working behind the scenes and putting certain things in motion. 
The second thing you need to know is that there’s a lot of humor in the Book of Esther- 
especially satire. There’s a lot of exaggeration, irony, ridicule, and just plain silliness. 
For example, did you catch how long that first banquet was that King Xerxes held? It 
lasted six months! That’s a long party. And then he had another party at the same time 
that his wife, Queen Vashti, was also having a party. And when they talk about the 
splendor and glory of the king’s majesty, they just might be mocking him a little bit. After 
all, he’s the king and he’s a little bit full of himself. He thinks he can boss people around, 
especially the Queen. But unfortunately I guess he can, because he’s the king after all.  

You can find King Xerxes, known as Xerxes the Great, in the history books. He ruled 
the Persian Empire during the 5th century BCE. And those Persians loved a good party. 
We’re just about due for a good party, but not quite yet. When this pandemic is over, we 
will celebrate. Right now though, the important thing is patience. There’s a good verse 
for that from Romans 12: 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in 
prayer. Parties can bring joy, but here we’re talking about a deeper kind of joy: the kind 
of joy that is lives right here in the center of our being, the kind of joy that knows God is 
right here with us, and that each of us is living proof of the joy that God had in our 
creation. King Xerxes may not have known that kind of joy, but Esther sure did.  

And be patient in affliction. What we are doing, and what we have done to keep Covid-
19 under control has certainly required a lot of patience. Do you agree? But just think 
how the world has adapted. It’s pretty amazing. Unless you remember the 1918 flu 
pandemic, or if you’ve lived in a country other than the US, where you have to be more 
cautious about spreading germs, this is all brand new. So how could we use this brand 
new experience to help the church move forward in some new directions? In the next 
couple of weeks we’ll explore that a little bit and also see how Esther rose to her 
challenge and how her patience really paid off for the Jewish people.  

Finally, be faithful in prayer. King Xerxes may not have been very good at that either. 
He’s portrayed here almost like a buffoon. He wants to show off his vast wealth and his 
beautiful queen. And he wants to tell her what to do. Why do you think she refused to do 
what the king wanted? Maybe she knew better. She knew what the king was up to and 
she wanted no part of it. So she gets in trouble and then she’s never seen again!  The 
question now is: who will take her place? We know that answer. There are lots of 
adventures ahead for Esther and for Faith Church too. Some adventures we choose 
and others we don’t. But we can learn from all of them and we know that God is with us 
through all of it. 

This is kind of an adventure, being outside here. We’re taking a little bit of a risk. It might 
have been raining and some of you probably wish we were inside. But it’s just nice to be 
together. And while we’re out here, somebody might drive by and say, look at all those 
good-looking people sitting under that tree. I think I’d like to join them. I’m going to stop 
in and see what they’re all about. And the answer is…Be joyful in hope, patient in 
affliction, faithful in prayer. That’s what Faith Church is all about.  Amen. 



 
 
 

  

MOMENT OF REFLECTION 

  

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

*HYMN #513                  “Let Us Break Bread Together” 

Let us break bread together on our knees, 

let us break bread together on our knees. 

When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun, 

O Lord, have mercy on me. 
  
Let us drink wine together on our knees, 

let us drink wine together on our knees. 

When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun, 

O Lord, have mercy on me. 
  
Let us praise God together on our knees, 

let us praise God together on our knees. 

When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun, 

O Lord, have mercy on me. 

  

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

May God be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Let us pray… 

  

Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
  
Prayer after Communion 

Gracious God, we thank you for this holy meal. May we who share Christ’s 

body, live his risen life; may we who drink his cup, bring life to others; may we 

whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world. Keep us firm in the hope you 

have set before us, so that we and all your children shall be free, and the whole 

earth live to praise your name, through Christ our Lord, Amen. 

  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Sharing Joys and Concerns 



Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 

  

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Call to the Offering 

Offertory 

*Response                                                          Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Christ, all people here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 

Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen 

  

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

O God, we dedicate these gifts to you in hope -- a hope which begins here and 

now, yet stretches further than our eyes can see. Show us how we might live 

more fully into your vision for our lives and for your church. May we be ever 

more aware of your single purpose, so that we may cease to live for ourselves 

and begin to live for the greater good and for your vision of Shalom. Amen. 

                    

*HYMN #536        “Lord, Make Us More Holy”  

Lord, make us more holy, Lord, make us more holy, 

Lord, make us more holy, until we meet again. 

Holy, holy, holy, until we meet again. 
  

Lord, make us more loving, Lord, make us more loving, 

Lord, make us more loving, until we meet again. 

Loving, loving, loving, until we meet again. 
  
 Lord, make us more patient, Lord, make us more patient, 

Lord, make us more patient, until we meet again. 

Patient, patient, patient, until we meet again. 
  
Lord, make us more faithful, Lord, make us more faithful, 

Lord, make us more faithful, until we meet again. 

Faithful, faithful, faithful, until we meet again. 

  

*BENEDICTION  
  

* RESPONSE   #535 Go with Us Lord  

Go with us, Lord, and guide the way 

Through this and every coming day 

That in you Spirit strong and true 

Our lives may be our gift to You. 

  



POSTLUDE 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Thank you for following the guidelines set by session for worship and any other time you 

are in the church building. Please wear a mask, observe social distancing, and make ample 

use of the hand sanitizers throughout the building. And together we will love our neighbors 

as ourselves. 
  
A Thank you from FISH--You are amazing! The FISH boxes keep filling up! Twenty-five 

bags and boxes were delivered during the month of August. Thank you! Thank you! The 

need for September is cookies and cereal. Thank you for your support of this mission. 
  
CROP Walk--The CROP Walk will be held on Oct. 4 following church services. Due to 

health concerns it will be virtual this year. We will follow our FISH Walk path and will be 

able to social distance along that. If you would like to walk, please call Mary Skare at 937-

689-2089. If you would like to donate please see a walker or go to the web 

site crophungerwalk.org/daytonoh . Our team is FaithPresHH . If you have questions call 

Mary. 

  
Popcorn with the Pastor continues on Tuesdays at 6:30 PM. Join in for a time of informal 

conversation over Zoom. If you would like to learn how to use Zoom and/or receive the 

link to join the call, please contact Pastor Julia or Don Niece. 
  
If you would like to join in our Zoom discussion on the book White Fragility, please let 

Pastor Julia know. We will meet for 3 Monday nights beginning Sept. 20. 
  

Blankets by Faith meets Wednesdays at 10:30. All are welcome to come and participate in 

this wonderful ministry. 

  
  
This Sunday’s Leadership 

Worship Leader- Sami Adams 

Usher – Chris Adams 

  

Next Sunday’s Leadership 

Worship Leader- Kyung-Hee 

                            Swihart 

Usher – Mary Skare 

  

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 

Maria Beimly David Henry 

Rick Latimer 

Norma Lesher 

Betsy Morris 

  

Jan Schroeder 

Mary Swartzel 

  

  

Bob & Emily 

Christian 

Beth Griffin 

    

Please pray for the families of Pat Peck and of Sets Nagaoka. 

http://crophungerwalk.org/daytonoh


To remind us of our connection with the Presbytery of the Miami Valley, please pray for 

Westminster Presbyterian Church, located at 235 West Ash Street, Piqua. Pastor Todd 

Allen 

 


