
 

CELEBRATING GOD’S LOVE ON SUNDAY AUGUST 16, 2020 

 

GOD’S PEOPLE GATHER 
 

 YouTube link 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uIY7zC68-uc 
 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Holy and gracious God, 
Place your story of love next to the worn fabric of our lives, 
Enter our hearts and bring peace. 
Give us restored hope, renewed energy and revived joy. 
Speak to our troubled world today 

Lift the fallen, feed the hungry, comfort the grieving, and set us to do your will, 
today and always.  
 

OPENING PRAYER 

God, you have brought us together in spirit if not in body. We come to be fed, to 
be renewed and to seek understanding.  We embrace all you set before us, even 
when our doubts threaten to overwhelm us. We thank you for the ways you reveal 
yourself to us — sometimes in shining glory, sometimes in tears and struggle. As 
we worship now, wherever we are, refresh, renew and challenge us as we strive 
to walk the path of discipleship. Amen.  
 

HYMN #267              “All Things Bright and Beautiful”  
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION         
Almighty and eternal God, you breathed life into each of us and called us to walk 
in your way. You have filled us with compassion and courage, yet we often act 
with timidity. You have forgiven us much, yet still we harbor old resentments and 
past hurts. We know that your ways are just, yet we keep silent too often and do 
too little. We’re overwhelmed with your love, yet we’re hesitant to speak of it to 
our friends and family. Forgive us dear Lord our shortcomings and grant us clear 
thinking. Teach us to live always aware of your grace-filled presence right here 
with us. Amen.  
 

A TIME OF QUIET/PERSONAL CONFESSION 
 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDON 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uIY7zC68-uc


RESPONSE   #2164 (Sing the Faith)         “Sanctuary” 
“Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy, tried and true. With thanksgiving, I’ll 
be a living sanctuary for you.”  
 

PASSING THE PEACE                              
The peace of Christ be with you! 
And also with you. 
Now fold your hands in front of your heart and bow to your neighbors near and far, 
wishing them God’s peace, God’s Shalom.  
 
 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD  
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS             Ecclesiastes 3:1-8, Luke 6:37  
 

MEDITATION                        “View from a Mountain Cabin, Pt. 3” 
             So here we are again out on the back deck of our mountain cabin. Are you still 
with me? Can you picture that beautiful view in your mind’s eye? The tops of the trees, 
all different shades of green, the hills rising up in the middle ground and then in the far 
distance, are those Smoky Mountains. And then if we could see even farther away, 
about 30 miles from the cabin, we’d come to Cades Cove. I know some of you have 
been there. Cades Cove is the most visited part of Smoky Mountain National Park. The 
Cades Cove Loop Road is 11 miles long and it’s one way. So once you start out, there’s 
no turning back! David and I drove that road a few weeks ago. 
            We mostly think of a cove as a body of water.  Hundreds of thousands of years 
ago, Cades Cove was covered with water. But even though the water is gone now, a 
mountain cove is still similar to an ocean cove in that it has only one way out and 
therefore only one way in. That isolation is what helped shape the lives of the people 
who lived there. Cades Cove is so beautiful and I can imagine the people who lived 
there or travelled through it either loved it or hated it. They either felt comforted and 
welcomed by its isolation, or they felt too removed from the rest of the world. The ones 
who hated it left and the ones who loved it gave up a lot when the National Park was 
formed. 
            This is the “big picture” of Cades Cove-- and Ecclesiastes 3 is a big picture kind 
of scripture. How’s that for a tongue twister? The title of the book Ecclesiastes comes 
from a word meaning assembly or congregation. Ecclesiastes is a book of wisdom 
written for the people probably around 300 bce, thousands of years after Cades Cove 
had become a meadow instead of a lake, but still a long time ago. These words from 
Chapter 3 are the most popular in the Book of Ecclesiastes, which has a reputation for 
being a bit depressing. Can you blame people for calling it depressing when the book 
starts off like this:  “Meaningless! Meaningless!” says the Teacher. “Utterly 
meaningless! Everything is meaningless.”  What do people gain from all their labors at 
which they toil under the sun? Generations come and generations go, but the earth 
remains forever. The sun rises and the sun sets, and hurries back to where it rises. The 
wind blows to the south and turns to the north; round and round it goes, ever returning 
on its course.” 



            This is one viewpoint of how the world works and it’s in the Bible, so it counts for 
something. But it’s not the main view of the Bible and it’s definitely not a New 
Testament, Good News of the Gospel kind of view. But still it says a lot about the 
challenges of life. Here we are on our sixth Sunday of virtual worship not including 
March, April and May. Montgomery County is still at a Level 3 alert. Our country is still 
dealing with a lot of unrest and anger. There’s lots of work still needing to be done about 
racial injustice. The presidential election is less than 3 months away, and on it goes. It 
can be quite a lot to take in and take on all at once and even quite a lot to hold in 
prayer. So how about this: let’s step back and focus on the long view, and see what the 
daily life of the people of Cades Cove has to say to us. 
            The very first people who moved through Tennessee were the Paleo-Indians, 
about 12,000 years ago. And then after them came the Cherokee people who were 
living there at least a few hundred years before the European and colonial settlers came 
to the Cove in the 1820s, making it their home for over 100 years, from the 1820s-
1930s: really not very long in a big picture kind of way. There are no records of where 
these first people came from and even how the Cove got its name. But soon they had 
turned those meadows into farmland and started to make a home for themselves. I’m 
pretty sure none of us have ever tried subsistence farming, especially the version of it 
that was lived in the 1800s. But we know from our history books how difficult life was 
back then. 

Each family had to provide all of their own food and so everybody had a job, from 
the youngest to the oldest and their work followed the cycle of the seasons. The first 
wild greens had to be picked in the spring, and then the garden vegetables came next, 
along with wild blackberries and blueberries in the summer and then the wheat crop had 
to be harvested with hand tools, and then put into bundles and stacked and threshed. 
And don’t forget the corn crop too and the wild chestnuts to gather and the apples to 
pick. And after the harvest, it was time to kill the hogs and get the meat ready for winter. 
In other words, daily life was a lot of work! You had to make your own clothes and repair 
your own tools, and chop your own firewood. The work was never-ending, but there 
were also fun times: visits on Sundays and other social events, mostly organized 
around getting the work done; like berry stemmings, bean stringing, apple peelings and 
corn huskings. What do you think? Would you rather have lived back then or now? 

            Again, here’s Eccl 3:1. There is a time for everything, and a season for every 
activity under the heavens.  We’re certainly less tied to the seasons than we used to be. 
We’re still trying to figure out if the coronavirus is going to ebb and flow with the 
seasons, like the flu does, or not. So far I’ve heard the answer is not. Covid-19 doesn’t 
seem to be following a seasonal pattern. And while there is “a time to plant and a time 
to uproot,” most of the time we get our fruits and vegetables from the grocery store 
where we can enjoy strawberries and avocados and any other fruit or vegetable not 
native to Ohio almost any time of year we want. Our lives have become disconnected 
from the changing seasons. I can still remember only being able to find strawberries in 
the late spring and early summer, but those days are over. And avocados were even 
rarer. You hardly ever found them, and now they are abundant at Krogers.  
       So let’s nail it down here. We’re going to spend a little more time in Cades Cove 
next week, but what’s the message today? First of all, here’s how Ecclesiastes ends in 
Chapter 12:13-14.  The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God, and keep his 



commandments; for that is the whole duty of everyone.  For God will bring every deed 
into judgment, including every secret thing, whether good or evil.  There’s that judgment 
thing again. We can’t get away from it; not without the New Testament and even in the 
New Testament there is lots of talk about God judging people. And so we do our best. 
But most importantly, we put our faith in Jesus who carried all of our shortcomings and 
faults with him to the cross. And so God’s judgment doesn’t fall directly on our 
shoulders. 
     When you live in a close community like Cades Cove, you learn to get along with 
your neighbors because tomorrow you might need them to rescue you from any kind of 
danger that might come your way.  When you are a part of a close community like Faith 
Church, you learn to get along with each other so that you can work together for the 
good of the gospel and so that you can fulfill your mission: to grow in faith; and to care, 
connect with and serve your community. You’ve heard those words before. How’s that 
for a good plan? And so in the next 3 months as the election coverage heats up and as 
the pandemic drags on, and as we strive to connect with each other over Zoom and the 
phone, and emails, etc, etc, let’s be gentle with each other, especially when we don’t 
agree. And let’s remember Jesus’ words in Luke: “Judge not, and you will not be 
judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; 
(Luke 6:37.) Amen.  
 

SPECIAL MUSIC               
 

 WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Joys and Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer & the Lord’s Prayer 
…Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive out debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.    
      
 OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Call to the Offering 

Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all people here 
below; Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise Triune God, whom we adore. 
Amen                      
   
PRAYER OF DEDICATION           
Loving God, you call us to give our time, talent and treasures. Bless the time we 
give, that it may be purposeful. Bless the talent we share, that it may have 
meaning. And bless the treasures we offer now, that they may be given and 
received in love. Amen.  
 

HYMN #272      “God of the Sparrow”  
 



BENEDICTION  
   
RESPONSE #535  “Go with Us, Lord” 
Go with us, Lord, and guide the way Through this and every coming day, That in 
Your Spirit strong and true Our lives may be our gift to You. 
 

 POSTLUDE  
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Personal Care and hygiene products are the focus of our FISH collection this month. 
You may bring in your donations anytime and place them in the boxes near the coat 
rack. As always, your donations of food are welcome also. Thank you in advance for 
your generosity!  
 

Popcorn with the Pastor continues on Tuesdays at 6:30 PM. Join in for a time of 
informal conversation over Zoom. If you would like to learn how to use Zoom and/or 
receive the link to join the call, please contact Pastor Julia or Don Niece.  
 

If you would like to purchase a copy of White Fragility, by Robin Diangelo for our Zoom 
book discussion in September, please let Pastor Julia know. The cost is under $10. 
 

 On Sunday, September 6 we plan to worship and celebrate communion together 
outdoors! Please plan to bring your own chair (if you can), and mask up. Looking 
forward to being together once more for worship!  
 
Rev. Julia Williamson, Pastor 
Faith Presbyterian Church 
Huber Heights, OH 
937 679-2482 (cell) 

 


