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GOD’S PEOPLE GATHER 
 

CHIMES 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE    

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

Lent is a time to find our way out of the sin that chokes us. 

Lent is a time to find our way out of the cycles of 

brokenness that spin us dizzy. 

Lent is a time to find our way out of the stranglehold of worry 

that paralyzes us. 

Lent is a time to find our way out of the desert wilderness 

in which we are lost. 

Lent is a time to find our way home. 

Welcome home. 

 

OPENING PRAYER  

 We come into your presence, O God, as Lenten people. 

Some of us come with hearts of joy, and some of us come 

loaded down with heavy burdens. Most of us are 

somewhere in between. All of us are eager for you to reveal 

to us a love that hopes all things, endures all things and 

never fails, as we journey with your Son toward Jerusalem.  

Amen. 

 

*HYMN #473 (verses 1,2,5)          “For the Beauty of the Earth” 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION  

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of constant care, we confess our weakness and the 

many times we have turned away from you. We come to 



you now in this season of repentance, aware of our need for 

forgiveness. Help us to recognize and accept your guiding 

hand. Forgive us our fears that cause us to reject your call 

upon our lives. Free us from the compulsions that move us 

away from you. Give us grace for daily living, that in this 

time of renewal, we may discover anew the joy and peace 

that only you offer. Amen.  

 

A TIME OF QUIET/PERSONAL CONFESSION 

 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDON  

 

*RESPONSE             “Bless the Lord” (Sing the Faith #2013) 

Bless the Lord my soul and bless God’s holy name. 

Bless the Lord my soul who leads me into life.  

 

PASSING THE PEACE    

The peace of Christ be with you! 

And also with you. 

Please share a sign of God’s peace- a nod of greeting, a wave 

of hello, a bow wishing your neighbors God’s peace, God’s 

Shalom. 

 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

RESPONSIVE READING                        Psalm 25:1-10 

In you, Lord my God, I put my trust. 

I trust in you; do not let me be put to shame, nor let my 

enemies triumph over me. 

No one who hopes in you will ever be put to shame… 

Show me your ways, Lord, teach me your paths. 

Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my 

Savior, and my hope is in you all day long. 

Remember, Lord, your great mercy and love, for they are 

from of old. 

Do not remember the sins of my youth and my rebellious 



ways; according to your love remember me, for you, Lord, 

are good. 

Good and upright is the Lord; therefore he 

instructs sinners in his ways. 

He guides the humble in what is right and teaches them his 

way. 

All the ways of the Lord are loving and faithful toward 

those who keep the demands of his covenant. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC  

 

READING FROM THE HEBREW BIBLE  

Genesis 9:8-17(p.6)  

 

SERMON  

“Living Into God’s Promises: The Rainbow Covenant” 

Lent is here so it must be that the days are getting 

longer. We who live in the northern hemisphere can appreciate 

that the word Lent means “to lengthen.” So if the days are 

getting longer, it must mean we are counting down to spring. 

Even with all this winter weather, the birds are keeping up with 

the times. Every morning it seems like their songs get more 

exuberant! Have you noticed that? And according to Bill 

Felker who writes “Poor Will’s Almanac”…  

➢ One week to crocus season and owl hatching time. 

➢ Two weeks to the beginning of the morning robin 

chorus before sunrise. 

➢ Three weeks to daffodil season 

➢ Four weeks to tulip season 

➢ Five weeks until the lawn is long enough to cut. 

In the southern hemisphere though, the word Lent 

doesn’t have the same meaning, as their seasons are the 

opposite of ours. True confession: I really didn’t think about 



that until a good friend moved to Argentina and told me about 

how Christmas comes during their “summer break” which is 

really a winter break, except that the seasons are opposite and 

the school year runs from March to December. So their 

equivalent of summer vacation here is January and February, 

the hottest months of the year down there. 

 

 I share this with you because it’s an example of how we 

see our own experience as the norm.  But the rainbow covenant 

tells us otherwise. The Hebrew Bible (OT) readings for Lent 

this year are all focused on God’s covenant. We break our end 

of the covenant all the time, but after the flood, God promised 

never again to break a promise. The idea is that God thought 

maybe the problem of evil could be solved with a flood. By 

saving one righteous person and his family, God could then 

start the world over again. Like when you’re filming a movie 

and it doesn’t go so well the first time, you say “Take 2!” But 

after the waters had gone down again, God thought maybe this 

wasn’t the best way to go about it after all. And so the rainbow 

covenant was made- not just with humans, but with every living 

creature that came out of the ark. So the answer to the 

question-- are humans the center of everything? -- is a 

resounding No! Okay, time for some Noah jokes. 

 

Why weren't there any worms on the ark? Because worms 

come in apples not in pairs.  

Why couldn't they play cards on the ark? Noah was sitting on 

the deck  

Who was the first canning factory run by? Noah - he had a boat 

full of preserved pairs  



Who was the best financier in the Bible? Noah. He floated his 

stock while the whole world was in liquidation.  

Where was Noah when the lights went out? In d'ark.  

Why couldn't Noah catch many fish? He only had two worms.  

 

 A covenant is a formal agreement between God and God’s 

people where God says no matter what you do, no matter how 

many mistakes you make or how many times you turn against 

me or forget about me, I won’t do the same to you. I won’t turn 

against you. I won’t let you down. I’ll keep my end of the 

bargain no matter what. And when the flood was over, God 

made a covenant with every living creature that was on the ark 

to never again destroy the earth with a flood. And the sign of 

this promise is the rainbow. 

 

 Think back a moment to 8th grade science class. Do you 

remember Mr. Roy G Biv? In other words, the colors of the 

rainbow? They are red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo, 

violet. Let’s have a little fun with Mr. Roy G Biv. Take each 

letter in the rainbow and think about what’s important to us as 

a church. Here’s my version, but you could come up with your 

own too. 

 

 For example, R is for red- the first color of the rainbow. R 

also stands for resurrection.  We are a resurrection people! 

We believe that new life and hope and promise can grow out 

of places that seem to be hopeless. We believe in this hope not 

only for the next life, but I think most importantly, right now 

in this life. Let’s not spend our lives waiting for a future 

promise to come true after we die. Let’s live into it right now. 



Is that a good idea? This isn’t a fake kind of “put on a happy 

face” project. This is as real as it gets.  

 

  O is for Orange. It also stands for “Open.” Are we open to 

the ways God wants to speak to us? You’ve probably heard the 

story of Noah’s ark a thousand times, but today is a new day 

and we aren’t the same people we were yesterday. And so we 

open ourselves to the story with a fresh perspective. And we 

open ourselves to the work God wants to do with us and in us. 

With the rainbow covenant, we’re talking about all of creation- 

every living creature. Where do you and I fit into this picture? 

How can we work for the good of all creation? There has been 

some conversation bubbling up lately about recycling. How 

much of our recyclables actually get recycled?  I’m not sure 

what the answer is. What can we do here at church to make 

sure that as much as possible gets recycled?  Are we open to 

the challenge? 

 

 Y is for yellow. It also stands for “Yes”. Let’s say yes to 

how God is working in the world. Let’s say Yes to God’s call 

to doing whatever we can to help keep our end of the rainbow 

covenant. God promised never to destroy the earth in a flood 

again. But how about us? Let’s find one thing that we can do 

better at. Maybe it’s recycling, or energy usage, or reducing 

our carbon footprint, or bringing our own bags to the grocery 

store (I do that) or how about animal welfare? The list is 

endless. How about signing up for the park cleanup day in 

April? Hopefully it will happen. It’s easy to get bogged down 

in the enormity of this task. Don’t let that get in the way. Pick 

one small thing you can do and say “Yes” and do it!, 

 



 Next 2 letters… “G” is for green and for “Growth.” B is 

for blue and for branches. Remember when Jesus said, “I am 

the vine. You are the branches”? We’re all intertwined with 

each other and with Jesus. All of us matter. It matters whether 

we show up on Sunday mornings, either in person or on Zoom, 

as best as we are able. And if those two options don’t work for 

you, let’s find another way to stay connected. A branch by 

itself isn’t going to grow. Instead it becomes a stick. Dogs love 

sticks because they can carry them around and they’re nice and 

crunchy. But they’re not green and they’re not growing. Would 

you rather be a stick or a branch? Would you rather be growing 

as part of the vine? Or cut off and dried up?  

 

 I is for Indigo. It also stands for individuality. Did you 

know that no two people ever see the exact same rainbow? This 

is because the rainbow is a special distribution of colors, 

produced in a particular way, with reference to a definite point. 

That point is the eye of the person looking at the rainbow. So, 

in fact each of your eyes sees its own rainbow. Another 

fascinating thing about rainbows is that their colors are infinite. 

There are more colors in a rainbow than can be detected by a 

human eye. How can we doubt the love of a God who would 

create a world such as this?  

 

We’re on our last letter! V. How about vision? Noah had a 

vision and he got the job done. Our vision has something to do 

with growing in our faith, caring, connecting and serving 

community. That leaves a lot of wiggle room. We could pick 

just one of those- growing, caring, connecting, serving—and 

spend a lifetime working on it.  

 



 This has been a bit of a mish mosh of ideas. I hope it has 

sparked something in us to give us a little energy and move us 

forward a bit. Remember you can always have a little chat with 

Mr. Roy G. Biv. That’s God’s rainbow promise. Amen.   

 

MOMENT OF REFLECTION 

 

 WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD  

HYMN #272 (verses 1,2,3,6)          “God of the Sparrow” 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Sharing Joys and Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer  

 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Call to the Offering  

*Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Christ, all people here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  

Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen 

   

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

God, you have given us all things, and we thank you for 

your abundant gifts. Help us to use what we have for 

good, and not for harm. May we give out of your 

abundance, and not out of our sense of scarcity, that we 

may show forth the glory of your name. Amen. 

 

*HYMN #538 “Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing” 

 

*BENEDICTION     

 

 



*RESPONSE  “Make Us One”       (Sing the Faith #2224) 

Make us one, Lord, make us one; 

Holy Spirit, make us one.  

Let your love flow so the world will know 

We are one in you.                                      

 

POSTLUDE 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 

Chris Adams Beth Griffin 

Norma Lesher 

Betsy Morris 

Jan Schroeder 

Mary Swartzel Maria Beimly 

Bob Christian 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Today we celebrate Church World Service Blanket Sunday. 

For as little as $10, you can provide a blanket for folks in need. 

When you have been through a natural disaster, or are living in 

a temporary shelter, a CWS Blanket is a warm reminder that 

you are cared for. Thank you for your donations. 
 

Thank you for following the guidelines set by session for 

worship and any other time you are in the church building. 

Please wear a mask, observe social distancing, and make 

ample use of the hand sanitizers throughout the building. 

And together we will love our neighbors as ourselves. 

We our collecting hygiene products for donation to a local 

family shelter. Deodorant, Shampoo, Alcohol-Free 

Mouthwash, Toothbrushes, Body Wash are just some of the 

items needed. For a more complete list please see February’s 

Disciple. 
 

Events February 22 – 28 
 

Tuesday 6:30 PM Popcorn with the Pastor 

Wednesday 9:30 AM 

10:30 AM 

Food Bank 

Blankets by Faith 



5:00 PM Zoom Lent Study 

Sunday 10:30 AM Worship Service 

 

 

Sunday’s Leadership 
 

 February 21 February 28 

Worship Leader Mary Skare Samantha Adams 

Usher Cyndi Adams Bev Brown 

 

 

Pastor Julia Williamson 

Music Director John Derrickson 

Secretary Sarah Harner 

 

5555 Chambersburg Rd.  Huber Heights, Ohio 45424 

Regular Office Hours T- Th 9 AM- 12 PM 

937-233-0873 


