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MARCH 17, 2020 
 

Hi Everyone, 
 

First, Happy St. Patrick’s Day! I hope you are wearing 

green today. I am! 
 

This is the first of our daily (hopefully) devotionals. I am 

using the daily Bible readings listed in our Sunday school 

book called The Present Word.  So I am not picking these 

readings, but looking to see what the scripture of the day 

might say to us. 
 

 Here’s the first one, from Isaiah 5. 

 
 

20 Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put 

darkness for light and light for darkness, who put bitter for 

sweet and sweet for bitter. 21 Woe to those who are wise in 

their own eyes and clever in their own sight. 24 Therefore, 

as tongues of fire lick up straw and as dry grass sinks 

down in the flames, so their roots will decay and their 

flowers blow away like dust; for they have rejected the law 

of the Lord Almighty and spurned the word of the Holy 

One of Israel. 

(Isaiah 5: 20-21, 24) 

 

Woe is me! We could all say that today, couldn’t we? We 

are stuck inside. We can’t go to our favorite restaurant and 

the shelves may even be bare at the grocery store. But most 

importantly, we can’t get together here at church. It is very 

quiet here in my office as I write this.  Sarah was here this 



morning and we worked on a list of those who don’t get 

email, so we can snail mail these devotions to them once a 

week.  Sarah also worked on updating the website so you 

can check there for information. 

 

The people of Israel in Isaiah’s time also said 

“Woe!”  They were under a lot of pressure as their country 

was in danger of being taken over by foreign powers. They 

were saying “Woe!” to their leaders who they felt weren’t 

doing their job. In a sense they are taunting them. They are 

saying, we see what you are doing wrong, but in the end 

God’s law and justice will prevail.  

 

While we are not called to taunt our leaders like this, 

sometimes our frustration gets the better of us and we just 

can’t help crying out. And that’s Okay! We are human after 

all. So in the weeks ahead, if you feel the need to “vent,” I 

say go for it! In a productive way that of course doesn’t 

harm or put down other people. 

 

We are all doing our best and so are our leaders. Let’s lift 

them up in prayer...   

 

Dear God, we thank you for your hand on our lives today, 

even in the midst of confusion and disbelief. We lift up 

those around the world sickened by this virus and those 

who are caring for them at all levels. We pray for those in 

leadership, whether medical or governmental. May we do 



our part to love our neighbor and be a light in the darkness 

today and always.  Amen. 

 

MARCH 18, 2020 
 

Greetings Everyone! 
 

Sarah checked with the FISH food pantry today to find 

out what their needs are:  Canned vegetables, canned 

fruit, canned meats, vacuum sealed milk, rice and 

noodles.  If you would like to donate any of these items, 

bring them to church and we will make sure they get to 

FISH. 
 

 If you don’t have a key, Sarah is here during her normal 

office hours (M-Thurs, 9-12.) 
 

If you would like to participate in the Offering of Letters 

(that was to be held this Sunday) all of the materials are on 

the Faith Church website (faithchurchpcusa.org.)  Scroll 

down to Upcoming Events and click on “Write your letters 

now.”  In 2020, the focus is on good nutrition for children 

in the United States. You can download your letters or 

write your own and send them to the addresses found on 

the website. This is more important than ever right now as 

so many children are missing their school meals. 
 

Helping our community and wider world to eat well is a 

wonderful way to reach out. The hope that we have, as a 

gift from God, inspires us and obligates us to be bearers of 

the Good News. These verses from the Prophet Isaiah are 

ones that we usually hear in Advent.   

http://faithchurchpcusa.org/


 

 



A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his 

roots a Branch will bear fruit. The Spirit of the Lord will 

rest on him— the Spirit of wisdom and of 

understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of might, the 

Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord— and he will 

delight in the fear of the Lord” (Isaiah 11:1-3) 
 

They speak of hope.  And they remind me of the phone call 

I got yesterday from my lawn care company explaining 

why the grass in my backyard is disappearing. It’s not 

getting enough sunlight because of the two large trees back 

there. That makes sense.  So I either need to put in a shade 

garden, or chop down the trees.  That’s what happened to 

the people of Israel. Because of so much hardship, they 

imagined themselves as tree stumps that have been 

chopped down.  But then a little green shoot appears… 
 

Much has disappeared from our lives in the past week, but 

we have hope that it won’t be for long and it is for a good 

reason. We will keep in touch and watch for those new 

shoots that will grow out of this experience.  Meanwhile, 

take good care of yourselves and stay in touch AND I was 

told that praying the Lord’s Prayer takes about 20 

seconds.   So try that the next time you wash your hands. 



Inspiring Verse of the Day:   

 

 

 



MARCH 19 

 

Hello Faith Family, 
 

Here is part of a letter we received today from the PCUSA. 

“These are truly trying times for all of us as we face a 

rapidly spreading virus, panic buying that has left grocery 

shelves nearly empty and supplies in great demand. We 

have seen the worst in people and the best. Yet, through it 

all, we take hope in Christ and the promise to never leave 

us. We are holding each of you in prayer.  

Like the rest of the country, our Presbyterian communities 

are physically separated, but we are still deeply connected 

through our common humanity, spirituality and strong 

faith in God.  We are compelled by our faithfulness to 

Christ’s charge to love our neighbors. During this crisis, 

we are mindful of our denomination’s commitment to 

Matthew 25, and urge compassion for others by not 

purchasing more supplies than we need…  Jesus makes it 

clear that how we respond to our neighbor is of paramount 

importance to him. These tough times call for the best of 

Christian character and actions. 
 

Finally, the past week has been full of high anxiety and 

mounting fears. We have heard from government leaders 

and health experts, now let us turn to the Scriptures to find 

out where biblical people found faith, hope and courage 

in the face of pestilence. Over 100 times the Bible tells us, 

“Don’t be afraid.” In Psalm 27:1, David tells us why: The 

Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The 

Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be 

afraid? “ 
 

 

 

 



Yours in Christ,  

Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, II Stated Clerk of the General 

Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Rev. Dr. 

Diane Moffett President, Executive Director Presbyterian 

Mission Agency 

 

How are you doing today? Please don’t hesitate to reach 

out to me by phone or email. I have talked with many of 

you already this week, and hope to talk with more of you 

today.  

With continued prayers, 

 

 

 

Rev. Julia Williamson, Interim Pastor  

Faith Presbyterian Church 

Huber Heights, OH 

937 679-2482 (cell) 

 

 


