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PRELUDE 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

This is the good news which we proclaim to you. 

Jesus Christ is raised from the dead! 

Let us walk in the light of his love. 

Let us live in the light of his teachings and healing mercies. 

Come, let us worship the One who overcame death. 

Let us celebrate the triumph of our Lord! And let us pray… 

Lord of resurrection surprises, open our hearts this day to your 

presence. Erase our excuses for unbelief, and exchange them 

for strong witness to the power of your mercy and love. Give 

us courage and challenge us to walk the path of discipleship, 

knowing that Jesus goes before us, leading and guiding our 

steps. In his name, we pray. Amen. 

HYMN #108  Christ Is Alive! 

CALL TO CONFESSION   Let us bring to God in prayer 

whatever weighs heavy on our minds and hearts today as we 

pray… 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Dear Jesus, you come to us when we least expect it, offering 

us lives of a different kind of abundance. Yet we often fail 

to sense your presence with us and misuse your generous 

gifts. Joyful Spirit, you long to turn our mourning into 

dancing, to change our funeral clothes into garments of 

praise. Sad or afraid, we often struggle to lift our feet to 

your music or to match your joy with our own. Forgive us 

for failing to live in tune with your love. Even when we have 

lost faith in you, do not lose faith in us. Make us once again 

into your faithful people, inspired and inspiring others. 

Amen. 



 

A TIME OF QUIET/PERSONAL CONFESSION 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDON     

 “Because He Lives”  

Because he lives, I can face tomorrow. Because he lives, all 

fear is gone. Because I know he holds the future. And life is 

worth the living, just because he lives.  

Now fold your hands in front of your heart and bow to your 

neighbors near and far, wishing them God’s peace. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD         

 (please open your Bibles and read Matthew 28:1-10) 

MEDITATION 

     Happy Easter everyone! Let’s share the traditional Easter 

greeting. Christ is Risen! And you say, He is risen 

indeed!  That was a little hard. I can imagine you all at home 

saying “He is risen indeed!” but somehow it’s not quite the 

same. Did you have pancakes for breakfast this morning? I 

guess the men will have to cook double pancakes next Easter 

to make up for this one. These are hard times we are living 

through right now. So the question is, how do we cope with 

these difficult times? Some of it might depend on what brand 

of Christian you are. Let’s see how these ministers cope with 

preaching an Easter sermon to an empty church. And how 

familiar are you with the way different denominations think? 

     After the Methodist minister preaches his Easter sermon to 

an empty church, he sighs deeply and says to himself, 'That 

was an experience, how can I learn from it?' After the Catholic 

priest preaches to an empty church, he sighs deeply and says to 

himself, 'I must have done something really bad to deserve 

that.’ After the Baptist minister preaches to an empty church, 

he sighs deeply and says to himself, 'Which one of my deacons 



 

locked the doors?'  'After the Presbyterian minister preaches to 

an empty church, she sighs deeply and says to herself, 'That 

was inevitable, I'm glad it's over.’ 

     All kidding aside, it certainly is different when you all aren’t 

here. But you know what? It’s not always bad news when 

people aren’t there. Especially on Easter morning. The two 

Marys learned that pretty quickly. That’s Mary Magdalene and 

“the other Mary.” How would you like to be known as “the 

other Mary?” But there are so many Marys in the New 

Testament that it can get confusing. This Mary was most likely 

either Mary the mother of James or Mary the wife of Cleopas. 

Notice how the women are always defined by the men in their 

lives? But that’s another sermon… regardless of which women 

were at the tomb, the important part for us is what the angel 

says to them. 

     The angel says three things. First thing he says is: Do not be 

afraid. We’ve heard those words before from an angel. Some 

33 years before the first Easter morning, an angel said to the 

most important Mary in the Bible: “Do not be afraid, Mary, 

for you have found favor with God.”  And now the angel 

says “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for 

Jesus, who was crucified.”  There’s a lot of fear in our world 

today. When you watch the news coming out of NYC, it is hard 

not to be afraid. But the world has lived through other difficult 

times and come out the other side, and the same will be true of 

this time. 100 years ago the Spanish flu pandemic had just 

finished sweeping over the country along with the returning 

soldiers from WW1. And other diseases, such as polio, caused 

large gatherings to be cancelled on a regular basis. I know some 

of you remember that. Our world has come so far in keeping 

people healthy, and this will be true again soon.  The angel told 

the women “do not be afraid,” and God is asking the same thing 

of us. Yes, be careful, yes, follow the rules and stay home. And 

when Faith Church is back together again, you won’t be 



 

shaking hands for a while. And there will be other habits to 

change also, to keep everybody safe from the virus. But if our 

habit is to be afraid, that’s one you and I definitely want to 

think about changing, if we can. 

     The second thing the angel says is “He is not here, he has 

risen, just as he said.” Those four words- He is not here- are 

most important. Joseph of Arimathea, and also Nicodemus, 

prepared Jesus’ body for burial and then placed it in the tomb. 

Pilate then asks the soldiers to guard the tomb so that no one 

could steal the body and claim that it had miraculously 

disappeared. Sceptics will say that there were no eyewitnesses 

to the resurrection and they’re right. But sometime between 

when the men placed the body in the tomb and when the 

women came back in the early morning, a miracle happened. 

Because Jesus wasn’t in the tomb, he can be with each one of 

us right here, right now. And his presence with us gives us an 

obligation - to be with others, as he is with us. Being with 

others can be deceptively simple. Sometimes we can be in a 

room with someone, (or maybe, for now, on the phone) having 

a conversation, but we’re not really there.  We’re thinking 

about something else instead of listening to what the other 

person is saying, or we’re so preoccupied with our own 

concerns, that our vision is clouded and we’re simply not able 

to listen. We’re there in body but not in spirit. And sometimes 

we tune people out because it’s too hard to really hear what 

they’re saying … 

     Like this young minister who was visiting one of his 

parishioners in the hospital, an elderly man named Joe. Joe was 

very ill. He wanted to talk about his funeral service and the 

pastor wanted to talk about anything else - the weather, 

football, politics, or anything else he could think of. Finally, 

the pastor asked, "Joe, doesn't it bother you? Aren't you 

frightened?" Joe smiled and said, "Pastor, I know I'm not going 

to make it, but I'm not afraid. I have a confession to make. I've 



 

taken a peek at the back of the book. You didn't know me 10 

years ago when I had my first heart attack. I can remember the 

medical team thinking I was dead. I can also remember the 

tremendous feeling of being surrounded by God's love. I was 

revived by the doctors, but ever since that day, I am not afraid 

to die. I know that one day soon I will die, but that won’t be 

the end. It will be just the beginning of a new kind of life with 

God."  

     The third thing the angel says is. “Go quickly and tell his 

disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead.”  Here’s 

something you might not know.  If you had been living in the 

Roman Empire in the First Century, you would have noticed a 

strange custom practiced by the Christians. They would go out 

to their graveyards with laurel wreaths. Laurel is a kind of 

evergreen, and wreaths made of laurel were used to crown 

athletes, and commanders who were victorious in battle. But 

the Christians would take those wreaths and place them on 

graves. If you had asked them why, they would have said said, 

"Because we believe that in Jesus Christ we have received 

victory over the power of death."  You wouldn’t think that a 

laurel wreath belongs on a gravestone, but think again. Today 

is Easter, and two thousand years later, we celebrate God’s 

victory over death.  Jesus said to the women, “Do not be 

afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will 

see me.” And the story continues… Christ is Risen! He is risen 

indeed!  Amen. 

ANTHEM   Near the Cross 

Let us pray… 

We thank you, O God of great love, for the gift of life on this 

Easter morning that doesn’t really feel like Easter morning. For 

once again we are scattered in our separate places.  



 

And so this morning, if we feel like we are still living Good 

Friday instead of Easter, forgive us our lack of zeal. This time 

of distancing and isolation is wearing on us. When we face 

tombs of darkness and despair, may we stop, listen and hear 

the voice of Jesus say, "Do not be afraid; fear not, for I am with 

you always." 

 And so we bring to mind and lift up in prayer this morning 

those who are lonely, even as we are all feeling a little cooped 

up.  Along with isolation, we may feel angry, or hopeless or 

anxious at what will happen next.  And so we bring all those 

feelings to you and we lift each other up with the strength that 

you give us, powered by the promise of the empty tomb.  You 

have given us gifts O God to share with others: the gift of hope, 

of kindness and peace, of hospitality and strength, of welcome 

and grace. May we move now from Good Friday despair to 

Easter joy and may our hallelujahs echo in our hearts with the 

assurance of your love, as we lift our prayers of joy and 

concern to you.  For birthdays this week: Chuck, Ellen, 

Andi   For other joys and concerns— 

 You hear our prayers, named and unnamed as we lift them up 

 to you and pray together… 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

 

Let us sing or say together…      

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all 

people here below; Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise 

Triune God, whom we adore. Amen  

 

 



 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Alleluia, Christ is risen, Christ is risen indeed! O resurrected 

Christ, we celebrate this day, the promise for all time of your 

unending love! Accept these our gifts as we give them in spirit 

– transform them into vessels of love shining forth from Faith 

Church to our communities and wider world.  … AMEN. 

HYMN #104 Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna! 

BENEDICTION 

Friends, know that the risen Christ is with you. There is no one 

you will encounter, no circumstance you will face, no event 

that will occur that is beyond God’s redemptive reach. For 

Jesus is already there, at work, drawing the world to himself. 

In that power, go and be messengers of his grace and love. 

Amen. 

POSTLUDE 


