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March 24 

Hi Everyone, 

I  tried something new today, a video from my living room.  So 

I hope everyone is well.  I am doing fine thank you.  It seems 

like the grocery stores are doing a little better too. I went this 

morning and found everything I needed.  And Mary Skare 

wants you to know that her son Garrett has volunteered to do 

grocery shopping for anyone who might need that. You can call 

Mary at 937 236-0752. 

                So here’s our Bible verse for today.  The Mighty One, 

God, the Lord, speaks and summons the earth from the rising 

of the sun to where it sets.   From Zion, perfect in beauty, God 

shines forth.  Our God comes and will not be silent; for every 

animal of the forest is mine, and the cattle on a thousand 

hills.  I know every bird in the mountains, and the insects in the 

fields are mine. If I were hungry I would not tell you, for the 

world is mine, and all that is in it (Psalm 50:1-3, 11-12.) 

                So this reminds me that even though we humans are 

having a tough time right now, for the animals, it’s still 

business as usual. Yesterday morning I was hiking in the 

woods at the Narrows Reserve, which is one of the Green 

County Parks. I didn’t have any trouble with keeping my 

distance from people, since I was the only one there.  I was 

walking along through the mud and I saw a really, really big 

squirrel that I almost thought was not a squirrel. He was a 

reddish color with a really big tail, so I wanted to get a closer 

look at him. He was about 5’ up a small tree trunk. But every 

time I moved a little bit to the left or the right, he would move 

too. He would shimmy around the tree just a little bit so I 



couldn’t see him, just his little feet. He was playing hide and 

seek with me, and he was very good at it.   

 

God shines forth from all of his creatures, not just us 

humans.  And we have a lot to learn from them.  God knows 

them all, just like he knows us better than we know 

ourselves.  Look out your window today or tomorrow morning 

and see which of God’s creatures you can find. Yesterday out 

my kitchen window I saw 2 red birds, I’m guessing a male and 

a female. And I’m guessing they were cardinals, which I just 

learned is the state bird of Ohio. So see what animals are in 

your backyard and let me know. 

As we lift up prayers for our world today, especially for the 

medical personnel on the frontlines of this pandemic and for 

those who have been hospitalized, let’s remember that God 



speaks not only through his human children, but also through 

the animals.  What wisdom might the animals give us, if only 

we would listen?  Let’s pray, dear God, help us to be wise in 

our decisions. We know you are with us, especially those who 

are sick and those whose jobs put them at risk. Be with them, 

and with all of us, as we seek also to reach out to one another 

in your name. Amen. 

 

March 25 

Hi Everyone, 

I got up early this morning, before it got a little cloudy and I 

looked out my kitchen window as I washed my hands and there 

was the sun, just coming up with all the beautiful oranges and 

reds.  Just imagine all the people in our part of the world who 

are taking in that view at the same time we are.  You might not 

know them by name and you’ve probably never met them, but 

there we all are, looking at those same beautiful colors and 

imagining what the day will be like.  

In my neighborhood, and maybe in yours too, the children are 

playing a game which I first heard about on the app 

Nextdoor.com.  If you want to play along, you put a teddy bear 

in your window and then when families take a walk, they look 

for the teddy bears in the windows of people’s houses and see 

who can spy the most bears.  Our bear has been looking out the 

window for a few days now. 

I bet a lot of us have been looking out the window lately. It’s 

kind of like that dividing line between our private lives and our 

public lives. Now that our public lives have either been put on 



hold or put on the computer, our windows have taken on new 

meaning.  I’ve seen a lot more families with kids and people 

with dogs walking by. And my dog Becket has certainly been 

entertained by it all as it gives him lots of reasons to bark.   

Today in the book of Malachi Ch. 1, we read  

 

God’s name is great and so our faith can stay strong even in 

difficult times like we’re in now. Faith is a gift and when 

somebody gives you a gift, you usually don’t refuse it, no 

matter how you’re feeling.  When we don’t feel very faithful, 

God is still at work. The sun still rises and then it sets. That’s 

because of who God is, not who we are.  

So I’m giving thanks for the little things today. I made some 

sweet potato carrot soup, and when I went for a jog this 

morning, it felt a lot like spring.   



Let’s pray, Holy God, today we give thanks for the little things. 

For teddy bears, for a pot of soup on the stove and for sunrises 

and sunsets.  Look out for your world today. We all need to 

feel your hand on our lives.  Amen. 

 

March 26 

Hi Everyone, 

It’s a beautiful day today. Have you been outside yet? I just 

went for a bike ride and there were lots of families out there 

enjoying the bike trails. 

The verse for today comes from the Lenten book we were 

using before this all began, called Becoming a Beloved 

Community.  

 

 



So our world is in quite a fix right now. We’ve got differing 

opinions about what to do. Everybody knows part of the story, 

but nobody knows the whole story. We see part of the solution, 

but not the whole thing. It’s like trying to look in the bathroom 

mirror after you’ve just taken a hot, steamy shower. We can’t 

solve the problem, but we can do something.  

Robyn shared with me a picture of the masks she is making 

for Miami Valley Hospital. She shared that she feels like one 

of the ladies 

during the Civil 

War who rolled 

bandages for 

the cause. And 

Diane and 

Vaughn were 

planning to 

donate blood 

this week. What 

else have you 

all been doing? 

Let me know. 

 

 

The good news today is that God knows all and God knows 

that one day we will see him face to face, and hopefully sooner 

than that, we will see each other face to face.  Can’t wait to see 

you all face to face again! 

I wanted to let you know that we’re going to record a worship 

service tomorrow. I’d love to include your joys and concerns. 

So if you have a joy or concern to share, please call, text or 

email me by noon tomorrow and I will include it in our 

prayers.  



So now let’s pray. Dear God, our vision is cloudy and we’re 

not sure what to do. Our world has come to a halt because of a 

tiny virus we can’t see. And so we turn to prayer, today for 

patience to wait for that time when we will see you face to face 

and our worries will be over, and when we will know fully, just 

as you do now. Lifting up prayers for our world, in Jesus’ 

name, Amen. 
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