
 

Faith Presbyterian Church 
Christians growing in Faith by caring, connecting & 

serving community 



 

 

Hi Everyone, 

In honor of Mother’s Day this week, we are reading the fifth 

of the 10 commandments.  “Honor your father and mother, so 

that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving 

you” (Exodus 20:12.)  But here’s something you might not 

know. We learned it in our Bible Study this year. The word 

commandment actually doesn’t appear in the Hebrew Bible 

instead the word “commandment” is translated as “word.” So 

we can talk about the 10 Words instead of the 10 

Commandments. We’re used to talking about Jesus as the 

Word of God, as in John’s Gospel which begins “in the 

beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God.” What 

are we talking about there? We’re talking about Jesus. 

And so, stay with me a moment and think about renaming the 

10 Commandments, the 10 Words. You may not like it. You 

may think that it makes them less important, with less 

authority. But, as we learned this year in Bible Study, God 

has carved his love for us out of stone.  And then there’s this 

cartoon, which shows Moses coming down from the 

mountain with the 10 commandments. He says to the people, 

“I’ve got good news and bad news. The good news is that 

we’ve only got 10 of them. The bad news is that we can’t 

change the name to ‘the 10 suggestions.’” That’s not quite the 

direction we’re going in here. But how about instead of the 

heavy hand we feel in the word “commandment,” we see the 

10 Words as “a love letter from God to his people.”   

So those 10 Words invite us into a relationship with God. 

They shape the way we treat one another, and the way we 

treat God, just like a relationship shapes us. They also offer us 

healing from ways that we may have been hurt. For example, 

you may not have all glowing memories of your mother 

growing up. Nobody’s perfect. But still we are called to honor 

our parents. Let’s talk more about that tomorrow.  



 

 

Hi Everyone, 

So yesterday we talked about calling the 10 Commandments 
the “10 Words” because that translation is closer to the 
original meaning of the Hebrew language. I know some of 
you are hesitant to think this way, because it may seem like 
we are taking something away from the commandments. But 
now think of something really important that you learned 
from your mother. Did you learn it because she commanded 
it of you? And your answer might be a big “yes” to that!  But 
you probably also learned a lot by watching her and 
following her example.  

I know what was important to my mother even though she 
never said it to me directly. I was taught to always be polite, 
to write thank you notes, to offer hospitality to people who 
visited our home, to be a part of the community through 
volunteering, and to prioritize friendships. My mother had a 
lot of friends and she was always talking on the phone with 
them, or writing them letters, or even traveling with them. I 
learned that these things are important in the context of my 
relationship with my mother. 

And so, in the same way, God invites us into a relationship. 
God writes us a love letter carved out of stone in which, 



 

among other things, we are asked to “honor your father and 
mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your 
God is giving you” (Exodus 20:12.)  For many, but not all of 
us, our parents are no longer living. But we can still honor 
them. We can honor them in the way we respect the 
parenting styles of our children and grandchildren. There are 
so many jokes out there about mothers-in-law because 
mothers-in-law have a reputation of being hard to get along 
with. But it doesn’t have to be that way when we respect the 
decisions our children and grandchildren make, and the way 
they run their households. How could you support the 
parenting efforts of your children and grandchildren this 
Mother’s Day?  

Let’s pray… Dear God, we lift up families in prayer today, 
especially mothers and grandmothers, and mothers-in-law. 
We love them and support them in their care for their 
families. And may we all follow your example to be a loving 
presence in all of our relationships. Amen. 

 



 

Hi 
Everyone, 

Here's what Paul wrote in 2 Timothy 1:5. 

I am reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your 
grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am 
persuaded, now lives in you also (2 Timothy 1:5.) 

Paul writes these words in his second letter to Timothy and 
calls him his “dear son.” Timothy was Paul’s student or 
protegee. And so Paul was Timothy’s mentor. Paul wanted 
Timothy to keep on doing the work Paul had begun in 
spreading the gospel, and so he wrote this letter to Timothy 
to encourage him. Paul must have known Timothy’s family 



 

well enough to see how their faith was passed down through 
the generations, from his grandmother to his mother, to 
him. 

And sometimes faith is passed down in ways we don’t 
recognize at first.  Faith was passed down to me in the form 
of my mother’s recipe file in the sense that we share those 
things we treasure the most. My mother died 33 years ago, 
so I really appreciate these hand-written index cards with 
recipes like ham & noodle casserole and Norwegian 
meatballs and Grannie’s hot fudge sauce. When I make those 
dishes, it reminds me that a part of my mother is still living in 
me.  

What comes to mind when you think about how faith has 
been passed down to you? And here we can expand our 
vision a little bit to include other people in our lives who are 
not necessarily related to us. Maybe it’s someone who has 
been like a mother, or like a grandmother, to us and we 
treasure the mark they made in our lives.  And my prayers 
today are that this faith that has been passed down to us has 
helped us all to weather the storm of Covid-19, so that we 
too can keep passing down the faith to our children and 
grandchildren with confidence and joy.   

Wishing everyone a Happy Mother’s Day this weekend!   

Rev. Julia Williamson, Interim Pastor 

Faith Presbyterian Church 

Huber Heights, 


