
 
CELEBRATING GOD’S LOVE ON SUNDAY JULY 19, 2020 

GOD’S PEOPLE GATHER 
 PRELUDE 
 WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 CALL TO WORSHIP 
We are held in the arms of grace, 
Supported by a compassionate friend, 
Uplifted on the wings of hope, 
Sustained by the words of prayer, 
Aided by a mysterious presence, 
Cared for in surprising ways. 
So let us sing our praise and live our gratitude. 
 OPENING PRAYER 
You have brought us, O God, to another time of worship. Whether it is Sunday, or another day, we 
are blessed to offer you our prayers and praise. Although we are at home, we are not alone in 
spirit. May we have unity of mind and heart as we open ourselves to the movement of your Holy 
Spirit. As your love grows within us, may we discern your call on our lives this week, that 
whatever we do and say may be pleasing in your sight.  In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
 HYMN #473                        “For the Beauty of the Earth” 
 CALL TO CONFESSION 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION              
Bountiful God, giver of joy and hope, you offer us the beauty of the earth and the hope of eternity. 
For this gift and this promise, we are grateful. You love us enough to have given your Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ. You direct us in the paths of peace; you offer to guide us in word and deed. 
And yet we confess that we often do not follow your directions. And so your peace is held back 
from healing the pain and sadness of this world. We are sorry that we have fallen short.  Accept 
our prayers today O God, for we offer them in all sincerity and hope.  Amen. 
 A TIME OF QUIET/PERSONAL CONFESSION 
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDON 
 RESPONSE            “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” 
Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord send your Spirit in this place; Lord, listen to your 
children praying,send us love, send us power, send us grace. 
PASSING THE PEACE                                       
The peace of Christ be with you! And also with you. 
Now fold your hands in front of your heart and bow to your neighbors near and far, wishing them God’s 
peace, God’s Shalom. 
  

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
  
GOSPEL READING                 Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
 MEDITATION      

   So I’ve noticed that people who don’t like to garden find a good excuse when it comes to 
weeding. They say, better not let me do any weeding because I’m likely to pull out those pretty 
flowers you just spent lots of money on, along with the weeds. I can’t tell the difference, they 
say. So don’t send me out into the garden. Well part of me can relate to this way of thinking as 
there are a lot of so-called weeds that look a lot like flowers. 
            When I was young we spent summers on Cape Cod. We lived in NY at the time and so it 
was about a 5 hour drive to the Cape. I knew the drive by heart but still there were two things I 
always looked for. When I saw both of them I knew we had arrived in what for me was a magical 
place. The first thing was rather large and obvious. The only way to get on to Cape Cod is over 
a bridge. And it was so exciting to go up and over that bridge! The second thing I always looked 
for, which wasn’t so obvious, was Queen Anne’s Lace. As a child, I never saw Queen Anne’s 
Lace any place other than Cape Cod. Some people say it’s a wildflower, and some say it’s an 



herb and some say it’s a weed. Which one is it? It depends on who you listen to. So last 
Saturday I went for a long hike at Twin Creek Metro Park and guess what I found there? You 
guessed it! Queen Anne’s Lace—at least the plant looked a lot like the Queen Anne’s lace I 
remember from childhood. Was it the same plant? I’m not sure. But just seeing it transported me 
back to those magical childhood days on Cape Cod. 

When Jesus taught, he used things that people were familiar with, things they would 
have handled and dealt with every day, as teaching tools, like for example a farmer with his 
seeds. This parable adds a bit of a twist to the one about sowing the seeds everywhere—on 
rocky ground, in the thorns and in the good soil. In this story, a mysterious enemy comes in the 
middle of the night and plants some of his own seeds which turn out to be weeds that look 
surprisingly similar to the good wheat.  This “weed” could have been a plant called darnel. It’s a 
cousin of the wheat plant and it’s common in the Middle East. In the early stages of growth it 
looks exactly like wheat, except the big difference is that darnel is poisonous. But you can’t tell 
the two plants apart until they get big. So wheat and darnel set the stage for a good story. The 
workers ask the owner of the field if he wants them to go out and get rid of those weeds. He 
says no, leave them alone until harvest time. Then we’ll know which is which and we can 
separate them out. 

This is what we love to do. We love to put things in categories and separate them out. 
We start doing it when we’re really young. One of my earliest memories of schoolwork, even 
before I learned to read, was those worksheets with pictures.  Which of these doesn’t belong? 
And then there would be a picture of say, a banana, an apple, a pear and an ice cream cone. Or 
a picture of a car, a truck, a motorcycle and a boat. Which one doesn’t belong? And you were 
supposed to circle one of them. There must be something beneficial in knowing how to put 
things in categories, but on the other hand, it reinforces something our brains are already 
programmed to do; that is, to look at the world with an either/or mindset. This is either really 
good or really bad. This is either right or wrong. This either belongs or it doesn’t. It’s so tempting 
to want to divide the world into opposing parts. And we love to do it because then we can say to 
ourselves: I’m right and she’s wrong. I’m on the good side and all those people over there, 
they’re on the bad side. 

So we’ve got the story of the wheat and the weeds, and then we’ve got the interpretation 
of the story where Jesus talks about sending everything and everyone who is evil in one 
direction to that blazing furnace; and “the righteous” in the other direction to “shine like the sun 
in the kingdom of their father.” Does this sound like something Jesus would say? Or does it 
sound more like someone is trying to put people into categories because it’s so satisfying!  Is 
the world really that easy to figure out? This is the mindset Jesus was trying to get people out 
of. This is the mindset that says I can know what God is thinking. I can figure out the answers to 
life and if I obey all the rules and do everything a certain way, then I’ll be up there with the 
righteous shining like the sun. Really? Is that what life is all about? 

Have you heard the story of the husband who was worried because he was convinced 
his wife had a hearing problem and she just wouldn’t admit it. One day he was talking to his 
doctor and he said, “how can I get my wife to admit she has a hearing problem?” The doctor 
said, “I’ll tell you what you need to do. When you get home tonight, peek your head through the 
door and ask, “honey, what’s for dinner tonight? If she doesn’t answer, go into the living room 
and say, “honey, what’s for dinner? If she still doesn’t answer, go into the kitchen and say, 
“honey, what’s for dinner?” If she still doesn’t hear you, walk up right behind her and talk right 
into her ear. Then you’ll be able to convince her that she needs to get her hearing checked. 

Great! The man said. I think this will work. So when the husband got home from work 
that night, he did just like the doctor said. He opened the front door and called out “honey, 
what’s for dinner tonight? He listened carefully, but there was no reply. So he walked into the 
living room and repeated, “honey, what’s for dinner?” He still didn’t get an answer. So he went 
into the kitchen and asked “honey, what’s for dinner?” Still there was no answer. So he walked 



right up behind his wife and spoke directly into her ear, “honey, what’s for dinner?” With this, his 
wife turned around and replied, “For the fourth time, I said we’re having spaghetti!” 

The temptation to look outside of ourselves for the source of the problem is so strong. It 
was going on in Jesus’ day and it’s still going really strong today. It’s why racism is unfortunately 
still alive and well in our country. It’s why the older generation and the younger generation have 
such a hard time understanding each other. It’s why we prefer to hang out with people who are 
more like us than not. 
            I don’t like the idea of comparing people to weeds and I don’t like the idea that God 
would throw anyone into a furnace of fire.  But people are always looking for answers and that 
goes for the people who wrote the Bible too. And so instead of looking over at “those people” as 
the source of the problem, let’s look inside ourselves. We all have both plants- the good wheat 
and the poisonous darnel- inside of us. We’re all a mixed bag. One day we do a good deed and 
the next day we miss the mark. One day we are gentle on ourselves and our neighbor, but the 
next day we are full of anger and judgments. Nobody’s perfect. That’s the whole point of the 
gospel. If those harvesting angels threw everyone who does evil into the fire, guess what? We’d 
all end up there. 
            We’re in a difficult spot right now in our country. So let’s be gentle with ourselves and 
with our neighbors. Yes, we say “Black Lives Matter” and yes, we work for justice and peace. 
Yet we do so in a gentle way, a way that gives us energy for the long haul. Let’s look inside for 
the good and the evil, the right and the wrong, the positive and the negative: because they’re all 
right there. We don’t need to look further than our own noses. We have enough to deal with in 
our own bodies without worrying about what others are doing. Be safe. Be smart. Love God. 
Love our neighbors. That’s enough for now. Amen. 
SPECIAL MUSIC                 
  

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Joys and Concerns 
Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever. Amen.                         
 OFFERING OUR GIFTS 
Call to the Offering 
Doxology 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all people here below; Praise Holy Spirit 
evermore; Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen                                
PRAYER OF DEDICATION               
Thanks be to you, O God, for all of your good gifts. Help us, O Lord, to see where we have been 
blessed, and to be a blessing to others. Accept these offerings as a small token of our love. Send 
them out into our community and wider world to serve you and your purposes. Amen.  
HYMN #358                               “Help Us Accept Each Other”  
BENEDICTION     
RESPONSE   “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve” 
We go to be the hands of Christ, to scatter joy like seed. And, all our days, to cherish life, to do the 
loving deed.                  
POSTLUDE  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Pastor Julia is on vacation this week. If you need pastoral care, please contact Rev. Linda Niece at 937 
760-4546. Next week we welcome Rev. Jocelyn Sheldon as she leads us in worship over YouTube.  



Popcorn with the Pastor continues on Tuesdays at 6:30 PM. Join in for a time of informal conversation 
over Zoom. If you would like to learn how to use Zoom and/or receive the link to join the call, please 
contact Pastor Julia or Don Niece. 
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