
CELEBRATING GOD’S LOVE ON SUNDAY AUGUST 23, 2020 
 
 

INTROIT  

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Little ones and strong ones,  Praise the Lord! 
Old ones and new ones, Sing out your joy! 
Short ones, tall ones, and those in between, Give thanks to our Creator! 
Happy ones, sad ones, and those dizzied by these crazy times, Bless our God who knows us and all 
our days. 
All you gathered around laptops and phones, screens and printers, alone or together, Let us praise our 
God for the gift of this day! 
 
 OPENING PRAYER 
Loving God, you made this vast universe and the tiniest of creatures, and we marvel at your 
world. It lifts our spirits, calms our anxious moments, and delights our eyes and ears and even 
noses. We praise you for your wisdom in creating all that ever was, is, and will be, and your 
generosity in sharing it all with us. Teach us to cherish everything and everyone, so that your love 
might shine through us. May this time of worship strengthen us, renew us and prepare us for the 
days ahead. Amen. 
 
 HYMN #485              “To God Be the Glory” 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION         
Bountiful God, giver of joy and hope, you offer us the beauty of the earth and the promise of 
eternity, and we are grateful. You direct us in the paths of peace. You offer to guide us in word 
and deed. We sometimes heed your counsel, but not as faithfully as we could. Forgive us for 
times we have caused pain to others and to our world. Renew in us a deep sense of hope, that all 
shall be made well in your time. Amen. 
 
 A TIME OF QUIET/PERSONAL CONFESSION 
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDON 
 
 RESPONSE   #2164 (Sing the Faith)         “Sanctuary” 
“Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy, tried and true. With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living 
sanctuary for you.” 
 
 PASSING THE PEACE                              
The peace of Christ be with you!  And also with you. Now fold your hands in front of your heart and bow 
to your neighbors near and far, wishing them God’s peace, God’s Shalom.  
 
 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 

 SCRIPTURE READINGS                  Proverbs 4:10-13, 9:10, Matthew 28:19-20 
 Proverbs 4: 10-13   Listen, my [child], accept what I say, and the years of your life will be many. I 
instruct you in the way of wisdom and lead you along straight paths. When you walk, your steps will not 
be hampered; when you run, you will not stumble. Hold on to instruction, do not let it go; guard it well, for 
it is your life.  
Proverbs 9: 10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is 
understanding. 



Matthew 28:19-20   Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 
you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
 
 MEDITATION       “View from a Mountain Cabin, Pt. 4” 
 
            So this is our last time taking in the view from the back deck of our mountain cabin. If you haven’t 
been listening in on my mountain cabin sermon series until now, here’s an invitation to come on out on 
the back deck and sit for a while. David and I were down near Pigeon Cove, TN a few weeks back and 
my favorite thing that whole week was the view from our cabin. The tops of the trees were right up at eye 
level by the deck, the hills were a little farther away, and then those Smoky Mountains were way off in the 
distance. I got to enjoy several mornings and afternoons out there, sitting with my coffee or my iced tea 
and my book of course. 
 
       But as they say, time marches on, summer vacations end, and soon it’s time to go back to school. 
There once was a little boy who had finally gotten old enough to go to school. He wasn’t so sure about it 
though, so his mother did everything she could to sell him on the idea. She bought him new clothes, she 
told him about the other children he would meet, she let him pick out a new lunch box. She got him so 
excited about going to school that he eagerly went off on the first day, and came home smiling, with lots 
of stories to tell. The next morning, his mother went into his room and found him sound asleep. So she 
woke him up and said it was time to get out of bed. He said, "What for?" She replied, "You've got to go to 
school." He said, "What, again?" 
 
            If you were a child growing up in the little mountain community of Cades Cove 100 plus years ago, 
you had to get up even earlier than that little boy because everybody walked to school, uphill both ways 
and in all kinds of weather. And that was after you’d done all your chores at home, and if you weren’t 
busy helping out in the fields. The schools were also vital for the life of the community; and some events, 
like spelling bees, were not only for the children, but for everybody. There’s a Cades Cove story told of a 
grandmother who could neither read nor write, but she sure could spell, and she loved being the one to 
beat when it came to community spelling bees!  
 

So when people gather, young or old, whether for a spelling bee, or for school lessons, or for 
worship, there’s always a focal point that brings you together. Back in the days of Cades Cove the fire pit 
would have served this purpose. The students or the older folks for community events came in from the 
cold and welcomed the warmth of that fire. Nowadays, at least before Covid, I’m wondering what served 
that purpose? The teacher’s desk comes to mind. I remember in high school, my favorite teacher of all 
time who was our French teacher, would never lock her room. At lunch hour she’d be in there and she’d 
always welcome any of her students to come in and gather around her desk and talk, and not necessarily 
about French. We could share whatever was on our minds. 

 
            Our schools have a lot of adapting to do this year and we need to keep everybody in prayer, from 
preschool all the way up to college: teachers, students, administrators, cafeteria workers, janitors and 
everybody in between. What will the focal point be? For some, it will be the computer screen.  For others, 
it may be the teacher’s desk, but not quite as close, and so not quite as welcoming. So let’s pray for 
flexibility and tenacity. That’s a good vocabulary word right there. I heard someone use the word 
“tenacity” the other day and I wasn’t sure what it meant, so I looked it up. It means persistence and 
resolve to get the job done. In other words, don’t give up! This will be a year for lots of unconventional 
learning, and by that I mean not only learning in ways that haven’t been done before, but also the kind of 
learning that comes more through experience than books. Have I told you that I was once a French 
teacher at a boarding school way up north in Maine? I was there for only one year because it was a very 
hard job, but I don’t regret that year at all. It was full of learning for me, and so I needed a lot of tenacity! 
 
            And if you don’t know it yet, I’ll tell you again that I’m a big proponent of lifelong learning. One of 
my biggest “ah ha” moments that played a huge role in my becoming a pastor was when I realized how 
much learning takes place outside a classroom. Now I love classroom learning, don’t get me wrong. I was 



a church educator for 10 years before I was a pastor. And so I encourage all of you to come to Sunday 
School when we start up again, maybe outdoors at first, because we are all lifelong learners. 
 
            The Book of Proverbs celebrates lifelong learning. It is one of what are called the wisdom books of 
the Bible. The most repeated phrase in Proverbs is the one that talks about the fear of the Lord being the 
beginning of wisdom. The word “fear” here is not used in the same sense as we use it today. It doesn’t 
mean we should be afraid of God. It does mean fear as in awe and respect, loyalty and faithfulness. In 
other words, it’s a way of life. That’s why we need to be lifelong learners. We don’t stop learning just 
because we’re not in school anymore. And speaking of lifelong learning brings me around again to the 
back deck of our mountain cabin. Sitting out there I could see a lot. But there were also things I couldn’t 
see. I couldn’t see the raccoon who would sneak up onto our deck at night and chew on the cover of the 
hot tub. I couldn’t see the bears who were waiting for us to put the garbage out or turn on the charcoal 
grill. And I couldn’t see all the other creatures who I’m sure had me in their sights. 
 
            Except there was one creature who visited our back deck quite often—too often in fact. The large 
windows and glass door on the deck were covered with a special coating to help keep out of the heat of 
the summer sun. This coating however also encouraged one bird especially, to fly into the glass over and 
over again. Every morning we woke up to a thumping sound. And then another. And then we’d open the 
door and shoo the bird away, worried that he would hurt himself. The bird couldn’t understand what the 
problem was, and why he couldn’t just fly on through. 
 
            Isn’t that how it is with us sometimes? We feel like we’re hitting a wall over and over again. And 
yet we keep on doing it. The author of Proverbs 4 tells his son to hold on tight to his teaching and don’t let 
go, for it will make all the difference in his life. It’s that lifelong learning that can help us figure out a new 
way forward, even in the face of everything our world is dealing with. Lifelong learning includes time spent 
alone with God, as well as time in company with others. It includes classroom learning, but it also means 
being more and more aware of what we say and how we act every day in all kinds of situations. Are we 
good at keeping the confidences of others? Do we strive to love God and love our neighbor the best we 
can every day? That’s all a part of lifelong learning. 
 
            That last verse I read, from Matthew 28, is called the Great Commission. It includes teaching 
others the way of our faith, by what we say but especially by what we do. On Sept. 6 we’re planning to 
open up for outdoor worship, as long as the virus levels in Montgomery County keep going down. It will 
be wonderful to be together again on Sunday morning. So pray for the health of our county and pray for 
good weather. And if you can, bring your own chair to sit outside, and definitely bring a mask. And let’s 
pray for all of us that we might be lifelong learners. Everyday let’s strive to learn something we always 
wanted to know, but also something that’s challenging, something we might have to work at a bit. Where 
are you on the path towards wisdom? Hope we can meet up on our journeys and share a bit of where 
we’ve been. Amen. 
 
 SPECIAL MUSIC                 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
Joys and Concerns 
Pastoral Prayer & the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Holy God, we gather in spirit again today and at different times. But we thank you that your Spirit binds us 
together always as one church, the body of Christ. Today we lift up prayers for our schools- from the 
tiniest preschoolers to the most grown-up college student, and all those in between. We pray for tenacity 
and patience, for safety and for good decisions. We pray for teachers and administrators, for cafeteria 
workers and bus drivers, for janitors and for substitutes, and for parents now in the role of teacher.  And 
we pray for wisdom. May we all strive to be lifelong learners. We pray for energy and enthusiasm for this 
journey of life, that we might be challenged to grow in ways we never thought possible. We lift up prayers 
for our country and our leaders that they may also recognize the nudgings of your Spirit.  Keep us all on 



the path towards wisdom dear God, that we may accept the challenges ahead and meet them with prayer 
and persistence. Hear us now as we join in our hearts to pray these words… 
 
OFFERING OUR GIFTS 
Call to the Offering 
Doxology 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Generous God, thank you for the gifts you give us each day. Make us aware of each blessing that 
comes our way—and create in us a constant desire to be a blessing to others. Make us holy, and 
make holy what we bring to you this day, in Jesus’ name. Amen.        
  
 HYMN #434      “Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples” 
 
 BENEDICTION    
 
RESPONSE #535 “Go with Us, Lord” 
Go with us, Lord, and guide the way Through this and every coming day, That in Your Spirit 
strong and true Our lives may be our gift to You. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 Pastor Julia will be on vacation August 24-30. If you need pastoral care, please call Rev. Linda Niece. 
  
 Personal Care and hygiene products are the focus of our FISH collection this month. You may bring in 
your donations anytime and place them in the boxes near the coat rack. As always, your donations of 
food are welcome also. Thank you in advance for your generosity! 
 
 Popcorn with the Pastor continues on Tuesdays at 6:30 PM. Join in for a time of informal conversation 
over Zoom. If you would like to learn how to use Zoom and/or receive the link to join the call, please 
contact Pastor Julia or Don Niece. 
 
 If you would like to purchase a copy of White Fragility, by Robin Diangelo for our Zoom book discussion 
in September, please let Pastor Julia know. The cost is under $10. 
 
 On Sunday, September 6 we plan to worship and celebrate communion together outdoors! Please plan 
to bring your own chair (if you can), and mask up. Looking forward to being together once more for 
worship! 

 


