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PRELUDE 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Lift up your voice and call out to God.  

We cry out, believing that God hears us.  

Come together in spirit only, and wait for God.  

We come together in spirit, trusting that God is still 

speaking. 

Surely God's presence is here with us  now. 

We wait in hope, for God's steadfast love lifts our 

hearts.  

Come, worship the Lord. 

We celebrate the power of God that restores us and 

brings us back to life. 

 

Let us pray... 

We yearn to feel the healing power of your love, 0 God. 

You are always with us. You are with us now in our 

homes. You are with us when we are fearful. You are 

with us when we are discouraged. You are with us 

when we are alone. You are with us all the time, day 

and night. For your presence, we are truly thankful. 

Amen . 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

Let us bring to God in prayer whatever weighs heavy on our 

minds and hearts today as we pray... 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Holy Go d, we confess our sadness and our anxiety, our 

loneliness and frustration this week. We confess that we 

are nervous about what's going to happen next in our 



 

world. We have snapped at our spouse, gotten angry 

at our children, and even said, "why is this happening 

to us?" We have not loved as you call as to love. Yet we 

ask you to draw us close. Be patient with us God. This 

pandemic is unprecedented. We are in new territory. 

And we confess our bewilderment and our doubts and 

give them all over to you in Jesus' name. Amen. 

 

A TIME OF QUIET/PERSONAL CONFESSION  

 

ASSURANCE OF GOD'S PARDON 

Dear friends, 

This is the good news which we received, In which we 

stand, and by which we are saved: That Christ died 

for our sins according to the scriptures. We believe 

He is the Christ, the Son of the living God. 

Now fold your hands in front of your heart and bow to your 

neighbors near and far, wishing them God's peace. 

 

WE HEAR GOD ' S WORD 

(please open your Bibles and read)  

The Gospel of John 11:17-27, 38-39, 41-44 

 

MEDITATION "Three Commands" 

 

So because we can't be together to sing hymns this 

morning, I thought I'd start out with naming some 

hymns that are a tribute to certain people we know and 

love, such as; 

Your Dentist's favorite Hymn - Crown Him with Many 

Crowns Your Weatherman's favorite Hymn - In the Bleak 

Midwinter 

Your Contractor's favorite Hymn - The Church's One 

Foundation Your Tailor's favorite Hymn - Holy, Holy, Holy 

Your Politician's favorite Hymn - Standing on the Promises 

Your Optometrist's favorite Hymn - Open My Eyes That I  



 

Might See Your IRS Agent's favorite Hymn - I Surrender 

All 

The church Gossiper's favorite Hymn - Pass It On The 

Shopper's favorite Hymn - Sweet Bye and Bye 

And for those who are looking forward to speeding down 

the highway to their favorite destination that's closed 

now - here are a few hymns: 

When you're going 45mph - God Will Take Care of You 

When you're going 65mph - Nearer My God To Thee 

85mph - This World Is Not My Home 

95mph - Lord, I'm Coming Home 100mph - Precious 

Memories 
 

We used to sing that last one at Trinity Community 

Homes and it was definitely a favorite! 
 

So let's turn to the story of Lazarus. Jesus gives 3 

commands leading up to the miracle of Lazarus coming 

back to life. He says, 1) "take away the stone" and then 

2) " Lazarus, come out!" and then 3) "unbind him, and 

let him go." What do these 3 commands have to say to 

us today? 
 

First command: Jesus says, "take away the stone." If 

you're a practical person like Martha, you might be 

worried about the smell like she is. Lazarus after all has 

been dead for four days. Jesus isn't concerned about that 

though. He just wants Martha to experience this miracle. 

and so, a good question for all of us in the midst of this 

pandemic and isolation is, how can we open our eyes 

wider to the miracles all around us, large and small? The 

one miracle we can all witness is the miracle of 

springtime when our world comes back to life I saw 

pictures on Facebook of Jan's orchids and violet s. Sadly 

the flower show was cancelled, but her flowers are  

having their own show on Facebook and they are 

spectacular!  



 

What springtime miracles are happening in your yard 

today that witness to the glory of God? 

 

And now Jesus' second command, "Lazarus, come 

out!" As in, come out of the tomb! And Jesus calls to all 

of us and says, "come out!" "Come out of your comfort 

zone." We all have our own comfort zones. Certainly, 

this pandemic is stretching some of them pretty thin. A 

friend of mine posted on Facebook a picture of at-shirt 

that said "So many books. So little time." Her comment 

was, "Guess I can't wear this shirt for a while." A lot of 

our routines aren't there anymore. And we have more 

time on our hands than we know what to do with.  But 

this could be an opportunity too, to give up the routines 

that keep us stuck and hold us back from becoming the 

person God created us to be. What situations or thoughts 

is God calling you and me to come out of today? Is it 

boredom or worry or grief, or something else? 

 

The last command Jesus gives is "unbind him and let 

him go." Sometimes the things that bind us can be really 

comforting. I'm thinking first of all, of the practice of 

swaddling infants that's still done in some countries 

with the thought that babies feel more secure when they 

are wrapped up. But as they grow, they need to be able 

to move around, to test out their own strength and 

learn to walk on their own. 

 

When Jesus said " unbind him and let him go" Lazarus 

had a decision to make. Would he accept this new life 

Jesus has given him? And if so, how would he live now, 

knowing what he knows of the afterlife? Would he 

resent being called back from heaven to the realities of 

this world? Or would he embrace the moment and the 

challenges ahead of him? 

 



 

What does it mean for us today to embrace this 

moment? It means patience, and a sense of humor, and 

forgiving our family members when life together gets 

just a little too close. For now, it means a new way of 

life. For now, it means being willing to let God unbind 

us and set us free. Amen. 

 

ANTHEM BY JOHN 

 

And now let's be together in prayer, keeping in mind 

those on our prayer list, especially Sets (whom Ellen can 

no longer visit) and also the people of Cameroon 

fighting this virus without a reliable healthcare system 

or government. Let us pray... 

 

Come to us, loving and faithful God. Your people call 

to you, for you to be near in the midst of these times. 

We struggle to adapt to living under greater restrictions. 

So many things we have taken for granted now make us stop 

and take note. 

We are not accustomed to such intense living, the 

constant closeness of family, or the isolation of 

distancing. You invite us to fullness of life. Help us 

discover how this life can be full. Lent has come to 

us as it never has in our lives. Show us how to live 

in the wilderness. Show us how to resist the 

temptations that cut us off from you. 

Come, now and speak to our heart s. Be with us. Bring 

the peace that passes all understanding. Strengthen our 

trust in you, as we remember in our prayers, 

 

First our joys, for the first signs of spring, for those 

celebrating birthdays this week- Sondra, Amber, Robyn, 

John and Kyson. 

For our Faith Church family, coming together in spirit if not 

in body. 



 

For a card and greetings received from Cindy Hanks. 

And we lift our concerns to you, for those who risk 

themselves in caring for others: For first responders, 

Medical and other hospital workers, for those given the 

job of cleaning, for those who work in grocery stores 

and pharmacies. Send healing and comfort to those who 

are sick and those most at risk. 

 Be with those suffering any life-threatening situation or 

illness.  

Fill us with a spirit of praise and thanks. We honor you 

dear God, with our prayers and our lives, and trust that 

in all things, you are good, all the time. Amen. 

 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

God is good, all the time. Our offerings are signs of 

gratitude, an opportunity to say, "thank you God, for all 

your goodness and love." Our offerings help the church 

carry out its mission, close by and far away. Since we 

cannot pass the plate this morning, we ask those who are 

able to do so to send checks by mail or explore our new 

online banking option. As you do that, your act of writing 

and sending is also an act of prayer. 

 

Let us sing or say together... 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise 

Christ, all people here below; Praise Holy Spirit 

evermore; Praise Triune God, whom we adore. 

Amen 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

God of grace and glory, we thank you for your mighty 

acts in creation and the quieter, yet still amazing gifts in 

our lives. As we make our offerings to you from our 

separate places and dedicate them to sharing the good 

news of your love and mercy, bless these and all our gifts 

and those who have given, in Jesus' name. Amen. 



BENEDICTION 

And now may God bless you and keep you, may God 

make his face to shine upon you and grant you his 

peace, today and into all of your tomorrows, for our 

worship is over, but our service to the world has 

begun. Let us go in love and peace to serve the Lord. 

Amen. 

Reverend Julia Williamson 

Interim Pastor  

Faith Presbyterian Church 


