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INTROIT 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                 (based on Psalm 19) 

The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament 

proclaims God’s handiwork. 

We gather together to sing our praise to God! 

The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul. 

We gather with open hearts and souls, to receive the 

comforting presence of God. 

The fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever. 

The laws of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 

All: O God, as we gather in gratitude, may the words of our 

mouths and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable to 

you, our Rock and our Redeemer.  

 

OPENING PRAYER  

Holy One, creator of the stars and seas, your steadfast love 

is shown to every living thing: your word calls forth 

countless worlds and souls: your law revives and refreshes. 

Forgive our misuse of your gifts, that we may be 

transformed by your wisdom so that others may know the 

mercy of our crucified and risen Lord. Amen. 

 

*HYMN #84                           “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION   



Most merciful God, we have sinned against you in thought, 

word and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart. 

We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 

of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and follow 

in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen. 

 

A TIME OF QUIET/PERSONAL CONFESSION 

 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDON   

 

*RESPONSE    “Come and See” 

“Come and see, come and see, I am the way and the truth,” 

said he. 

 “Follow me, follow me, come as a child, O come and see.” 

 

PASSING THE PEACE    

The peace of Christ be with you! 

And also with you. 

Please share a sign of God’s peace- a nod of greeting, a wave 

of hello, a bow wishing your neighbors God’s peace, God’s 

Shalom. 

 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

SCRIPTURE READING                        Exodus 20:1-11(p.54) 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC 

 

SCRIPTURE  READING                     Exodus 20:12-17(p.54) 

  

SERMON   “Living Into God’s Promises: The Ten Words” 

 (Exodus 20:1-17), 3/7/21 

 So this is what we do every day. We live into God’s 

promises. We have a sacred reminder of God’s promises right 



here in this bread and this cup. But hundreds of years before 

Jesus broke bread with his disciples and asked them to do this 

to remember him, God was already at work. God was at work 

in the rainbow covenant-making a commitment with all of 

creation to affirm that the world is beautiful and good. And 

God made a covenant with Abraham and Sarah to be in it for 

the long run. And so we are in it for the long run too. We keep 

each other going. We do the best we can. We show up for one 

another and take turns supporting each other when the going 

gets rough. 

 And God is a big part of that support too because God 

wants to have a relationship with us. That’s what covenant is 

all about. When I was in my twenties, I had one of those “ah 

ha” moments that brought me back to the church in a new kind 

of way. Church had always been a part of my life, but I really 

kind of took it for granted and I didn’t give it much thought 

when I wasn’t in Sunday School, or teaching Sunday school 

later on, or singing in the choir. It was just a part of my life 

kind of like any other activity. But then in my twenties, I started 

to ask the hard questions, like what is life really all about? I 

kept climbing all these “metaphorical mountains” looking for 

the answer and it was wearing me out, because once I got to 

the top of one mountain, there was always another one to 

climb, and it seemed like it would go on endlessly.  

 And then some still small voice, maybe the Holy Spirit, 

brought me back to the church. I had these plans to be a child 

psychologist, but the more I studied psychology the more it 

seemed to not have the answers. And then I finally found the 

best possible answer to life’s hardest questions in the 

unconditional love of God. Another name for that is covenant. 

A covenant is a contract, but it’s so much more than that. You 



can have a contract to buy a house or start a new job, but it’s 

basically limited to what’s on the piece of paper you and the 

other party sign. But with God’s covenant, God is saying to us, 

no matter what happens, no matter how many times you mess 

up, I won’t ever again break my side of the agreement. And 

God says this with love; not with a wagging finger shaming us 

into submission. Unfortunately, the church has a long tradition 

of shaming people into submission. I say it’s our job to put that 

behind us, not only because that’s one of the reasons young 

people don’t want to go to church, but also because it’s not a 

healthy way to live. 

 And so many people have gone back to the original 

meaning of the 10 Commandments which is the 10 Words.  If 

you read the earliest Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible, 

which is called the Septuagint, you don’t find the word 

commandment anywhere. Does that surprise you? Instead you 

find the word decalogue which simply means “10 words.” The 

word “commandment” didn’t appear in the Bible until a much 

later English translation.  

 I know a lot of people find this upsetting because we are 

so used to talking about the 10 Commandments. I’m not saying 

we have to throw out the word “commandment.” I am saying 

that a lot of people associate the word “commandment” with a 

wagging finger of shame. And that’s not how God wants us to 

live. God doesn’t want us to live in fear that we’re going to 

mess up all the time. We do break the commandments over and 

over again, every day. The more you study them, the more you 

realize how easy it is to break them; even the ones you think 

you’d never have trouble with, like for example stealing. If you 

say, well, I’ve never stolen anything, ask anyone in the PW 



Bible study last year what we learned about the commandment 

not to steal. You might be in for a surprise.  

Last year the PW Bible study was all about the 10 

Words and how we can begin to frame them in the positive 

instead of the negative. Our conversations revolved around 

how God wants us to live now. God doesn’t want us to feel like 

we’re broken. People who feel broken see God’s finger coming 

down and telling them what they are doing wrong; because if 

you’re broken, you definitely need fixing. But here’s the thing. 

God doesn’t see us as broken anymore. God sees us as whole 

and perfect. God sees us through the lens of Jesus and also 

through the lens of covenant. Yes, I bet we all agree that we all 

need fixing in one way or the other. But the point is that God’s 

love expressed through covenant always comes first. And so 

God covers our mistakes. God covers our blemishes and our 

faults and that frees us up in so many ways. We don’t have to 

worry about messing up! So why not take a risk? Try 

something new. Dream a little bit.   

Because after all, we’re not lost anymore. We are found! 

In my younger years when I was climbing all those mountains, 

I felt pretty lost at times, but not as lost as these guys. They 

decided to try their luck at hunting. So they got their gear 

together and off they went into the woods. They remembered 

what the game warden had told them though. He warned them 

they might get lost. He said if that happened, they should fire 

three shots, one right after the other into the air, and then 

somebody would come find them. As you might guess, it didn’t 

take long for them to get lost. So the one guy said to the other, 

you better fire those three shots. So he fired three shots, but 

nothing happened. After awhile they decided they’d better fire 

another three shots. But still nothing happened. Again the first 



hunter turned to the second and said, “I guess you better fire 

three more shots.” With that his friend said, “I can’t. I’ve run 

out of arrows.”  

Life can be confusing at times. The answers don’t come 

easily and then we get all turned around and don’t know what 

to do. And we do look for some rules to follow. But can you 

see the difference between following a list of rules from God 

versus being in a relationship with God? How about the 

difference between following a list of rules versus following a 

map? In 2020 I spent a lot of times exploring the metro parks. 

Before I went, I would always print a map of the park, fold it 

up and put it in my back pocket. Most of the time I didn’t need 

to look at the map, because I had a good sense of where I was 

and I had studied it ahead of time. Yet sometimes conditions 

weren’t what I thought they’d be. Like for example at 

Germantown Metro Park in the spring. Another name for 

spring is mud season. If you’ve ever been to Germantown with 

the plan to follow the orange trail all the way around the park, 

you know that in the spring it’s a good idea to take a bit of a 

detour to avoid going down by the river. You can do that easily 

if you look at your trail map. I learned that the hard way, right 

after I had bought brand new hiking boots. They were spotless! 

Until I decided I was going to hike the whole orange trail no 

matter what. Well, I ended up in mud up over my ankles for at 

least half a mile. I thought I’d never make it out! But you know 

what? Real hiking enthusiasts will tell you what you have to do 

during mud season. In fact there was an article about it in the 

paper this week when they closed Glen Helen due to mud. In 

order not to widen the trail too much and destroy more of the 

natural environment, you’re supposed to walk right through the 

mud and not veer off to the side.  



That’s exactly what most of us want to do. We want to 

avoid the mud and so we try to walk around it. And then we 

get stuck in the brush and end up zig zagging through the trees 

to get back on the path. Have you ever tried to do that? It’s a 

lot more challenging than just walking through the mud. Some 

wise person (I don’t remember who) said “the way out is 

through.” In other words, to keep on going down the path, we 

have to walk through a lot of mud. And what we need most 

when we’re in the mud, is to know God is right there with us. 

And to know that no matter how muddy we get, God’s not 

going to give up on us. God might give up on us if it were 

simply a matter of breaking the rules. But we know that we 

don’t give up on our children when they make a mistake. That’s 

what covenant is all about. That loving promise gives us the 

energy to keep going. And the Ten Words given to Moses point 

us in the right direction.  Here they are one more time with a 

little help from the 2019-2020 PW Horizons Bible Study. 

Make God your one and only.  Don’t trivialize God’s 

name. Take time to rest every week. Honor the life-givers and 

the gift of life. Refuse any and all death-dealing behaviors. 

Understand God’s desire for deep and faithful relationships in 

the human family and honor them. Do not steal. Speak 

truthfully.  Don’t fixate on what you don’t have.  Amen. 

 

 

MOMENT OF REFLECTION 

 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

*HYMN #517                           “We Come As Guests Invited” 

 

 

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 



May God be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Let us pray… 

 

Sharing of the Bread and Cup 

Prayer after Communion 

Eternal God, as you fed your people in the wilderness with 

unexpected food, so you feed us at this table with a simple 

loaf and cup. Here you transform us, by the working of 

your wondrous love. Now send us out to be Christ’s body 

in your broken and beautiful world to bear your good news 

of hope and joy for all. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Sharing Joys and Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 

 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS  

Call to the Offering 

Offertory  

*Response              Doxology  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Christ, all people here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  

Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen 

  

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

You are the God who creates us, the Christ who redeems 

us, the Holy Spirit who fills us with hope. You are the 

source of life and its blessings. Wherever we look, we see 

signs of your goodness and love. Translate our faith into 



acts that please you so that all may come to know your 

justice, love and peace. Amen. 

   

*HYMN #319                                                        “Spirit” 

 

*BENEDICTION   

 

* RESPONSE #536 

Lord, make us more holy, Lord make us more holy, Lord 

make us more holy, Until we meet again. Holy, holy, holy, 

until we meet again. 

          

POSTLUDE 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 

Chris Adams 

Iris Anderson 

Alice Dibo 

Beth Griffin 

Norma Lesher 

Betsy Morris 

Jan Schroeder 

Mary Swartzel 

Maria Beimly 

Bob Christian 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Today’s rose is to celebrate the birth of Lily Jean Mayhew 

daughter of Eric and Emily Mayhew. She was born January 

30, 2021 weighting 5lbs 6 oz and 18” long. She is the first 

grandchild of Ellen and Brian Mayhew. 

 

Our annual congregational meeting will be held next Sunday, 

March 14 following worship, to share and receive the annual 

reports. That’s also Spring Ahead Day! Set your clocks ahead 

for Daylight Savings Time. 

 

Thank you for following the guidelines for worship and any 

other time you are in the church building. Please wear a mask, 

observe social distancing, and make ample use of the hand 

sanitizers throughout the building.  

 



We will be sending an Easter bag of Goodies to the Preschool 

since we will not be able to have an Easter Egg Hunt. You may 

donate candy, small toys, or money to help buy items. We will 

be collecting until March 21st at which time the bags will be 

built and delivered that week. Please, all donations may be 

given to Samantha Adams. Thank you for your support. 

 

Good news for PW! We will resume in-person meetings this 

month on Thursday, March 11 at 1:00 at the church.  Our Bible 

study is "Into the Light Finding Hope through Prayers of 

Lament."  We started this series last Fall but will review 

Lessons 1 and 2 to refresh us as we proceed through this timely 

study.  We eagerly look forward to seeing one another again!!! 

 

An update on our 2021 Capital Campaign to raise dedicated 

funds for a multitude of necessary repairs which include Air 

Conditioning, and Front Door replacement to name a few. We 

have asked for $33,700 in much-needed funds and to date, we 

have received in either pledges or donations $26,600 nearly 

75% of the amount requested. We would like to thank everyone 

for their generosity. Above all else, we must thank God for his 

faithful generosity and praise him for what he has provided. 

 

 

Events March 8- 14 

 

Tuesday 6:30 PM Popcorn with the Pastor 

Wednesday 10:30 AM 

5:00 PM 

Blankets by Faith 

Zoom Lent Study 

Thursday 1:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

Presbyterian Women 

Session 

Sunday 10:30 AM Worship Service 

Annual Congregational 

Meeting 

 

 



Sunday’s Leadership 

 

 March 7 March 14 

Worship Leader Ellen Mayhew Cyndi Adams 

Usher Chris TenBroeke Bev Brown 

 

 

Pastor Julia Williamson 

Music Director John Derrickson 

Secretary Sarah Harner 

 

5555 Chambersburg Rd.  Huber Heights, Ohio 45424 

Regular Office Hours T- Th 9 AM- 12 PM 

937-233-0873 


