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PRELUDE 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

Quiet and persistent God, 

You work miracles in the silent hush before dawn. 

Strong and surprising God, 

You roll away every stumbling stone and bring life to 

all our dead ends. 

Whirling and dancing God, 

You delight in empty tombs and surprising visits. 

Easter God, 

You give us joy and cause an Alleluia to flow from 

head to toe. 

Let’s pray together… 

  

OPENING PRAYER 

Holy God, with grateful hearts we welcome you into 

our living rooms, into our kitchens, wherever we are 

today, we welcome you! As we remember how the 

earliest Christians said to one another: "Christ is 

risen!" "He is risen indeed!" Accept now, we pray, 

our thanks for your promise of newness, in this life 

and beyond, which in your amazing grace, you extend 

to all of us, through Jesus Christ Our Lord, Amen. 

HYMN#123 “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” 



 

CALL TO CONFESSION   Let us bring to God in prayer 

whatever weighs heavy on our minds and hearts today as 

we pray… 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Redeeming God, you bring life out of dead ends, and 

hope in the midst of despair. Forgive us for doubting 

that you are still at work even in the darkest hour. 

Forgive us for our hesitant action, our cautious 

compassion, our too-frequent reluctance. Teach us a 

stillness that fosters kindness and clarity of vision. 

Shape in us a trust that leads to faithful witness and 

bold compassion. Form us in your love that loosens 

our worry and eases our anger. Make us true disciples 

filled with love, acting with justice, and living out 

hope. Amen. 

A TIME OF QUIET/PERSONAL CONFESSION 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDON     

RESPONSE  “Halle, Halle, Halle…”   

Now fold your hands in front of your heart and bow to 

your neighbors near and far, wishing them God’s peace. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD   (please open your Bibles 

and read John 20:19-31)  

MEDITATION  



 

     Have you ever felt like you were missing out? I think 

we’re all feeling that way lately! One thing that’s really 

been missed this week is the opening of baseball season. 

So in honor of baseball season, have you heard the one 

about the two fellows, John & Jim, who lived and 

breathed baseball? They were teammates on the local 

team but they were also close friends. They talked with 

each other about what mattered most in their lives. One 

of their big concerns was whether there would be 

baseball in heaven. They loved baseball so much that 

they were not sure they wanted to spend eternity in 

heaven unless they could play their beloved sport.    

           So they made an agreement that the first one who 

died would somehow get a message back to earth, letting 

the other know whether they had baseball in heaven or 

not. Well, it happened. John died, and Jim grieved. He 

grieved for days - deeply saddened over his friend John's 

death. About two weeks went by, and then it happened. 

Jim was awakened in the middle of the night by the 

calling of his name, "Jim, Jim, wake up! This is 

John."  "John, where are you?" said Jim. "I'm in heaven - 

and I have some good news and some bad news. It's 

exciting, Jim. We do have baseball in heaven. It's great. 

We play every day and there are marvelous teams, and 

great competition."  "That's great," said Jim. "But what's 

the bad news?"  "Well," said John, "You’re scheduled to 

pitch next Tuesday." 



 

     The opening of baseball season, a trip to your favorite 

restaurant, being together in worship, sharing 

conversation over coffee and refreshments: there’s a lot 

we’re missing out on these days. But there are some good 

things happening too. I don’t know about you, but I’ve 

talked on the phone and over the computer to more 

people in one week than I ever have. I’ve talked to 

friends from high school, I’ve talked to my brother and 

sister, and I’ve talked to most of you sometime recently. 

Someone said to me the other day, it’s like we’re all 

rediscovering the telephone. I know some of you don’t 

need to rediscover the telephone because you never left 

it. But others of us have gotten away from the personal 

touch of a phone call. And it’s kind of nice to get back to 

it. 

    They didn’t have phones back in Bible times so they 

couldn’t call Thomas up and find out where he was when 

all the other disciples were gathered together in that 

house on Easter evening and they couldn’t text him, 

email him or invite him to a Zoom conference call. So he 

missed out when Jesus appeared to them and said “peace 

be with you.” Because he had somewhere else to be, 

Thomas earned the nickname that would go down in 

history with him-- Doubting Thomas. He just wanted to 

see for himself what the other disciples claimed to have 

seen. Can we really blame him? 

     And we want to see things for ourselves too. I was 

thinking the other day, what if we could see the 



 

coronavirus? What if it showed up in the air as a glittery 

cloud? You might be thinking, don’t go there! But bear 

with me a moment. What color might it be? Maybe it 

would be orange because the drawings they show on TV 

look like the crafts we used to do in Girl Scouts at 

Christmas time. Did you ever take an orange and stick 

cloves all around it and give it to your mother for 

Christmas? I think the coronavirus looks a little bit like a 

clove-scented orange. Does that make it seem a little less 

daunting?... But even if we have never seen it with our 

own eyes, we believe it exists because all the experts tell 

us so.  

     Is that what it was like for Thomas? He was asked to 

believe in something he had never seen. He was asked to 

believe that Jesus came back to life and appeared in a 

locked room with wounds in his hands and his feet. It’s 

no wonder that he wants to see for himself too. And a 

week later he does. Jesus appears again and this time 

Thomas makes sure he doesn’t miss it. Jesus again says 

“peace be with you.” Then he says to Thomas, “put your 

finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and 

put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.”  We don’t 

know whether Thomas does reach out and touch Jesus. 

We do know that he answers Jesus by exclaiming “My 

Lord and my God!”  And Jesus replies, “have you 

believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those 

who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 



 

        “Those who have not seen”—you know who that is? 

That’s us! We haven’t seen the risen Christ with our own 

eyes, but still we are called to believe. John’s gospel was 

written a few generations after Jesus, and in it John looks 

back on the events of Jesus’ life. But he also looks 

forward to the believers of his day, as well as people he 

hoped would read his gospel in future generations. So he 

tries to give his readers an eye-witness, first-person 

experience of that first Easter. I think John understood 

how important his job was in writing his gospel. 

       Did you see Jesus Christ Superstar on TV last 

Sunday night with John Legend starring as Jesus? At the 

last supper, the apostles sing a song and part of the lyrics 

are:  Always hoped that I'd be an apostle. Knew that I 

would make it if I tried. Then when we retire, we can 

write the Gospels, So they'll still talk about us when 

we've died.  Except I think John was thinking way 

beyond that. John in his gospel wants to draw us all in so 

that we become eyewitnesses to Jesus’ life, death and 

resurrection. John understood how powerful doubts can 

be and how hard it is to believe. And Jesus knew all 

about doubts too. He didn’t shame Thomas for having 

doubts. He knew Thomas would want to see for himself 

the evidence of the resurrection. Jesus also knew that 

future generations would not have the same opportunity. 

And so he reminds us that we are blessed to believe 

without having seen what Thomas and the other disciples 

did. Ours is in part a blind faith. But it’s also a bold faith. 



 

     It’s a bold faith that’s not afraid to ask questions. And 

that leads me in closing, to one of my favorite quotes. I 

don’t even have to look it up. I know it by heart. It comes 

from Fred Buechner who is an ordained Presbyterian 

pastor. He said, “doubt is the ants-in-the-pants of faith. 

They keep it alive and moving.” I hope everyone 

listening here has ants in their pants. It’s better to be 

awake and asking questions than simply moving through 

our days on auto pilot. God is not afraid of our questions 

and doubts. But sometimes other people are. There are 

churches out there who claim to have all the answers. 

And there are people who want their church to have all 

the answers because maybe that means they don’t have to 

think so hard for themselves. But that’s not the way to 

go. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 

believed. Friends, that’s us! There’s a lot we can’t see in 

this world. But we can see evidence of our faith. In the 

bags of groceries ready to be delivered to FISH, in every 

envelope that comes in for OGHS, in the way you all 

reach out and care for one another. Those are all signs 

that point to the risen Christ living among us. The first 

thing Jesus said to the disciples on that Easter evening 

was “Peace be with you” and likewise we, with our 

actions, our words and our feelings say the same to one 

another and to all those whom God brings into our lives. 

Peace be with you my friends, today and always. Alleluia 

and Amen. 

ANTHEM    



 

Let us pray… 

Holy God, we continue to walk the path of resurrection, 

encountering 

you in this Easter season, for we are an Easter people. 

And so may we daily live with the hope of resurrection 

and may that joy be evident to all around us. When the 

joy is elusive, remind us, 

O God, that your plan for each of us and all of us in 

Christ's community is larger 

than our own desires, our own hurts, our own plans. Keep 

us connected to your 

energy of love, so that we cannot help but share it with 

the world. Keep us alive in your hope and hear our 

prayers today… 

 For birthdays this week: Brian, Don   

For other joys and concerns—  

 You hear our prayers, named and unnamed as we lift 

them up to you and pray together…  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS  

Let us sing or say together…       

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise 

Christ, all people here below; Praise Holy Spirit 

evermore; Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen 



PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

O God, because we have been given so much, help us 

to give more. Because we are loved so much, give us 

the strength to love more. Because we are accepted as 

we are, give us the grace to accept others without 

judgment or prejudice. We give ourselves and our 

gifts with grateful hearts. Amen. 

 HYMN #122 “Thine Is the Glory” 

BENEDICTION        

Response     “Glory to God” 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, And to the 

son, whose grace has pardoned me, And to the Spirit 

whose love has set me free. As it was in the beginning, 

is now and ever shall be. Amen.  

POSTLUDE 
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