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GOD’S PEOPLE GATHER 
 

CHIMES 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE    

 
 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH (Ellen Mayhew, 

Kelly Mayhew) 
 

We gather around the Advent wreath today knowing that we 

are not perfect – that we all make mistakes.  Only Jesus obeyed 

God fully.  Jesus helps us to live as God wants us to live.  Jesus 

gives us peace. 

 

A reading from Isaiah 9:6-7 

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority 

rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful 

Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be 

endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom.  He will 

establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness 

from this time onwards and for evermore.  The zeal of the LORD 

of hosts will do this. 
 

We light this candle to proclaim the coming of the light of God 

into the world.  With the coming of this light there is peace, for 

Christ is called the “Prince of Peace.”  Christ’s name is also 

Emmanuel, “God with us.”  The presence of Christ with us 

gives us peace day by day. 

 
 

Light the first and second candles in the wreath. 

Please join me in prayer… 



Unison Prayer: 

Eternal God, we thank you that through the years you have 

given peace to your people.  Help us to have your peace in 

our lives.  We pray that, in this Advent season, we may, by 

what we do, show your presence to the sick, to the hungry, 

and to the lonely, so that they too may have peace.  Amen. 

 

ADVENT SONG   

Light the Advent candle two: Think of humble shepherds, 

who, filled with wonder at the sight, 

Of the child on Christmas night. 

Refrain: Candle, candle, burning bright, Shining in the cold 

winter night; 

Candle, candle, burning bright, Fill our hearts with 

Christmas light. 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

God of peace, who sent light into the world in the coming 

of Jesus Christ: We confess that we have not followed the 

light given to us. We are weary and worn down. There are 

days when we have not searched for signs of your love, nor 

trusted the reality of your Good News. We yearn for peace, 

yet often fail to honor reality and take the steps needed to 

make that peace real. We have expected little and hoped for 

less. Forgive our hesitant and fearful steps. Renew within 

us a vision to watch and wait and once more hear the glad 

story of the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen. 

 

A TIME OF QUIET/PERSONAL CONFESSION 

 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDON  

 

 

 



*RESPONSE #2 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” (v.1) 

Come, Thou long expected Jesus, Born to set Thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us; Let us find our rest in 

Thee. Israel’s strength and consolation, Hope of all the earth 

thou art; Dear desire of every nation, Joy of every longing 

heart. 

 

 

PASSING THE PEACE    

The peace of Christ be with you! 

And also with you. 

Please share a sign of God’s peace- a nod of greeting, a wave 

of hello, a bow wishing your neighbors God’s peace, God’s 

Shalom. 

 

 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 

 READING FROM THE GOSPEL OF MARK 1:1-8 

1 The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the 

Son of God, 2 as it is written in Isaiah the prophet: “I will send 

my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way” 3 “a 

voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the 

Lord, make straight paths for him.” 4 And so John the 

Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean 

countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. 

Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan 

River. 6 John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather 

belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And 

this was his message: “After me comes the one more powerful 

than I, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop 

down and untie. 8 I baptize you with water, but he will baptize 

you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 

 



SERMON                     “A Prayer for Peace”      (Mark 1:1-8),  

 So right after Halloween this year, a movement began 

to put up those Christmas decorations early.  Even Good 

Housekeeping Magazine had an article in early November 

about why it was a good idea to decorate early this year. The 

argument went like this. 2020 has been a rough year. 

Anticipating the holidays can bring us some joy. So why not 

get a head start on that joy by decorating a bit early? Decorating 

for Christmas can also bring on a good dose of nostalgia. And 

nostalgia is not such a bad thing. Sometimes I give nostalgia a 

bad rap because it does keep us thinking about the past instead 

of the present. But once in a while, a little bit of nostalgia can 

lift our spirits. I’ve noticed in my neighborhood that several 

families started decorating early. There’s one house around the 

corner from us that has a crazy amount of decorations and 

lights every year. No one can compete with them! I think our 

neighbors across the street are trying though. It seems like 

every year they put up another string of lights. We have one 

very nice, small pine tree in our front yard. We needed new 

lights this year, so we splurged and got some extra packages of 

those multi-colored lights for that tree and I’ll tell you it looks 

quite festive! And just an aside, I heard about what happened 

when multi-colored lights got put up on this Christmas tree. I 

guess they weren’t up there for long. That goes to show how 

strongly people feel about some traditions. 

 So whether or not you decorated early this year, the 

season of Advent is all about anticipation, patience and 

preparation. And while the rest of the world may not observe 

Advent the way the church does, everybody understands what 

it means to anticipate a good thing coming. It is just a little 

more difficult this year. We already missed Easter worship 



together. To miss Advent and Christmas in-person worship is 

even more disappointing. But here’s what I want us to do. 

Here’s what I hope will bring us some peace. I want us to take 

the long view. Why? Because we’ve a long tradition behind us 

of taking the long view. And what do I mean by that? I’ll try to 

explain. 

 There are 4 gospels in the New Testament: Matthew, 

Mark, Luke and John. But they don’t all include the Christmas 

story. We just read the beginning of Mark’s gospel and did you 

notice what’s missing? He skips right over the Christmas story 

and starts talking about John the Baptist. No Mary and Joseph, 

no baby in the manger, no shepherds, no angels or star in the 

sky and no wisemen. Instead Mark is taking the long view and 

placing Jesus in a bigger picture of the kind of peace and well-

being that God has been seeking to bring into this world for a 

long, long time. Mark wants us to know that this all started way 

before Jesus was born. Even as far back as when Moses was 

leading the people to the Promised Land and God said: “See, I 

am sending an angel ahead of you to guard you along the way 

and to bring you to the place I have prepared” (Exodus 23:20.)  

God has always been watching out for his people. And then 

hundreds of years later, we have these words from the Prophet 

Malachi 3:1: “I will send my messenger, who will prepare the 

way before me.”  A messenger is just another word for angel. 

God is looking out for God’s people. That’s the good news that 

began long before Jesus was born. It was already in place when 

that angel led the people towards the Promised Land. And it 

was already in place when the prophets Malachi and Isaiah 

talked about God’s messengers who are like scouts forging 

ahead into the unknown to get people ready for what is to 

come.  



 And now, enter John the Baptist. John is an odd 

character. He is raw and he is wild. He lives in the wilderness. 

He wears odd clothing and he eats locusts and wild honey. He 

is definitely a non-conformist kind of guy. And you might 

think to yourself, you know, John the Baptist kind of reminds 

me of one of the Old Testament prophets. They were odd 

characters too. They stood out from the crowd for sure; and 

that helped them bring God’s message to the people. They were 

like megaphones for God, saying “pay attention! Here’s what 

God wants you to do.”  And here’s how God has been with you 

all along. 

John can teach us something about what it means to hold 

onto a sense of peace today. I admit, when I hear the word 

“peace” I think of quiet, calm and orderly places. I don’t think 

of the wild outdoors. But isn’t that where we often find peace? 

And if we can let go of the need for quiet and familiarity and 

predictability, maybe we could embrace more of God’s peace 

while we live out these hopefully last few months of the 

pandemic. So again, we are called to take the long view. 2020 

will go down in the history books, that’s for sure! But it’s only 

one year. God has been at work in the world long before now 

and God will continue to be at work in the world for a long 

time to come. Yet that doesn’t mean we sit back and watch and 

wait and do nothing. Yes, Advent is about waiting and 

watching and anticipating. But it’s an active kind of waiting 

and watching and anticipating. Those folks who were baptized 

by John had to take the first step. They left their homes to go 

out to where he was. They didn’t expect him to come knocking 

on their door asking them what they needed.  

 I think back to what our Executive Presbyter Rev.Terry 

Kukuk said when she spoke at the November Presbytery Zoom 



meeting. She said the pandemic is like a road race. First it was 

a sprint. Remember when we thought it would be over in a 

month or so? And then it was like a 5K race. That was when it 

stretched into the summer and fall. And now it’s a marathon. I 

have never run a marathon. But I did hike a half marathon 

around Caesar Creek State Park last summer. You need a 

different kind of mindset when you’re going that far. You have 

to be prepared with water and snacks and good shoes on your 

feet and maybe some hiking poles. And then when you gaze 

out over that lake, like I did, you feel confident that you can 

make it all the way around. 

 What do you and I need to be able to take that long view, 

and adopt that marathon mindset, to get through the rest of this 

pandemic? On this second Sunday of Advent, our theme is 

peace. And it ties right into taking the long view. When we 

have a deep sense of God’s peace in our lives, nothing can steal 

it away, including this pandemic. So let’s step out in faith that 

those angels are already with us and have been for a long time, 

guiding us and pointing the way to a deeper and deeper sense 

of God’s peace. Some angels will always be mysterious. We 

might never know they are there. But with others, if we look 

and listen closely, we can sense them at work. My husband is 

one of my angels. He almost always has a positive attitude and 

he doesn’t hesitate to forge ahead and to come up with new 

ways to connect with people and get things done. What does 

your angel look like? Some of them, we’ll never know they are 

there. But others are right there in front of us. I give thanks for 

my angels today—my husband, my son and all of you. We will 

celebrate Christmas together because we know God’s angels 

are among us, bringing us together in spirit if not in body and 

encouraging us to see ourselves as part of a long line of God’s 



people stretching back and stretching forward farther than we 

could ever imagine.  

 Let’s take the long view this Advent and Christmas 

season. And let’s give thanks for God’s gift of peace, always 

with us, whether or not we recognize and embrace it. God’s 

peace was ours before this pandemic began and will be ours 

long after it’s over. Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 

MOMENT OF REFLECTION 

 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD  

HYMN #9   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

O come, O come, Emmanuel and ransom captive Israel that 

mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, Thou DaySpring, come and cheer our spirits by Thine 

advent here disperse the gloomy clouds of night and death's 

dark shadows put to flight. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall 

come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind All peoples in one heart and 

mind; Bid envy, strife, and discord cease; Fill the whole world 

with heaven’s peace. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Sharing Joys and Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer  
 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Call to the Offering  

*Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Christ, all people here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  

Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen 



*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

What a gift you have given us in Jesus, gracious God. 

Rekindle our faith. Renew our spirits. Energize our longing 

for peace in our hearts and in our world. Vanquish our fear 

and grant us courage, for where we go, Jesus has gone 

before. In gratitude therefore we dedicate these gifts and 

our lives to you. Amen. 

 

*HYMN #13  “Prepare the Way” 

Prepare the way, O Zion, Christ is drawing near! Let evey hill 

and valley A level way appear. Greet One who comes in 

glory, foretold in sacred story O blest is Christ that came In 

God’s most holy name. 

 

Christ brings God’s rule, O Zion, He comes from heaven 

above His rule is peace and freedom, and justice, truth and 

love. Lift high your praise resounding, for grace and joy 

abounding. O blest is Christ that came In God’s most holy 

name. 

 

Fling wide your gates, O Zion; Your Savior’s rule embrace. 

And tidings of salvation proclaim in every place. All lands 

will bow rejoicing, Their adoration voicing. O blest is Christ 

that came In God’s most holy name. 

 

*BENEDICTION     

 

RESPONSE *#603 (v. 1) Song of Simeon 

Lord, bid your servant go in peace,  

Your word is now fulfilled.  

These eyes have seen salvation’s dawn,  

This child so long foretold.       

           

POSTLUDE 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
You are invited to join us over Zoom for Christmas Eve. We 

will be trying a "Live Zoom" worship beginning with a time to 

socialize over Zoom beforehand, featuring photos from past 

Christmas Eves, along with some special music. I do hope that 

some of you who have not tried Zoom yet, will give it a try on 

Christmas Eve.   

 

Popcorn with the Pastor continues! Join us Tuesday's @ 

6:30 pm.  Contact Pastor Julia or Don Niece to receive the 

link to join on Zoom. 

 

You are invited to join us over Zoom for our Advent Study 

on A Weary World: Reflections for a Blue Christmas.  We 

will meet Mondays, Nov 30, Dec 7, 14, 21 from 5-6 PM 

over Zoom. Copies of the book are available for $8. To 

order your copy, contact Sarah in the office, or Pastor 

Julia. 

 
We wanted to share a couple of updates with you.  
 

The presbytery office is in Montgomery County which is a 

purple county, meaning level 4, for Covid-19 cases. This 

means the presbytery offices are closed. Staff are working in a 

hybrid fashion—from the office when being in the office is 

necessary and from home for all other work. 

 

There is much transition taking place at the presbytery level. In 

addition to a new Stated Clerk, Lynn Bova, the office is making 

changes to its IT and phone services. Changes are underway, 

and as is the case with any transition, we may have a few 

hiccups. If you have left a phone message or sent an email and 

have not received a reply, please try again. 
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