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GOD’S PEOPLE GATHER 

 

CHIMES 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE    

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

Light the candle; hitch up the star. 

Welcome the foreigner. Embrace the stranger. 

Move from a whisper to a shout. 

Spread the Good News around. 

From mountaintop to sandy shore. 

Jesus Christ is the Light of the World. 

 

OPENING PRAYER  

 Come, Lord. Come be light for our path and a lamp in 

our darkness. Fill our days with song and our nights with 

blessing. Deepen our prayers for others and quicken our 

steps to do justice. Come, Lord. Enlighten our worship 

and bless us with peace. 

 

*HYMN #63   “As with Gladness Men of Old” 

CALL TO CONFESSION  

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

God of light, you bring hope to the world and joy to our 

lives. Yet darkness still hovers in many corners and clings 

to many minds. Our view of the light can easily be blocked 

by the hard places of our lives and our world. Anger and 

violence overpower gentle words and knock out the light 

too often. Despair casts a shadow of doubt on any hope for 



light. God of light, open our eyes, clear our minds and 

soften our hearts. Shine in our midst, again and again. 

Amen. 

 

A TIME OF QUIET/PERSONAL CONFESSION 

 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDON  

 

*RESPONSE #66 (Refrain)                         “We Three Kings” 

 

PASSING THE PEACE    

The peace of Christ be with you! 

And also with you. 

Please share a sign of God’s peace- a nod of greeting, a wave 

of hello, a bow wishing your neighbors God’s peace, God’s 

Shalom. 

 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 

 NEW TESTAMENT READING        Ephesians 3:1-13 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC  

 

SERMON 

Last Tuesday night there were about 9 of us on Zoom 

for popcorn with the pastor, although I think only 2 people 

were actually eating popcorn. I wasn’t eating popcorn because 

our son had made us a really good vegan meal with rice, sweet 

potatoes, roasted cauliflower, chickpeas, cucumbers, tomatoes 

and olives—all kinds of good stuff—topped off with a sesame 

tahini sauce. So I was pretty full. But anyways, I asked 

everybody what their favorite Christmas present was this year. 

I shared that mine was a book about the history of the 

Appalachian Trail with lots of great photos. But then after a 

few people had shared what their favorite gift was, I realized 

there was a trend going on. There was something that these 



gifts had in common. And that something was they all were 

involved with helping other people or animals. One person 

received a decorated pottery bowl made by special needs folks. 

And somebody else received this little guy whose name is 

Briny the sea otter. He comes with some help for the World 

Wildlife Federation. We all have a deep desire to help others. 

This is also what makes the SERRV sale and the Adopt a 

Family program so popular.  

 We all have a deep desire for everyone to be included in 

the circle of God’s love. This is what the apostle Paul is talking 

about in this letter he wrote to a church in Greece, some 2000 

years ago. He calls it a mystery because the concept of 

including everybody in the circle of God’s love would have 

been difficult for the people in that church to understand. It’s 

no wonder it would be difficult, because up until then, God had 

basically been speaking only to the Jewish people, from their 

perspective that is.  

 So Paul writes to them from jail to tell them that the 

outsiders as well as the insiders “stand on the same ground 

before God.” That’s how the Bible translation called The 

Message puts it. And then Paul reminds them that he has made 

it his life’s work to help people understand this, even though 

God of course, handles all the details.  

 And because God is handling all the details, sometimes 

things happen that you never would have expected. And 

sometimes things turn out just fine, when you thought there 

was no way they would. Keep that in mind because I want to 

share with you a true story that has been kept alive because 

Jean Gietzen wrote it down and turned it into a little book 

called “If You Are Missing Baby Jesus.” But it is a true story 

and it goes something like this. 

 There was a family living in North Dakota in 1943 who 

needed a new nativity set as they had lost their old one when 

they moved. So they went to the local five and dime store and 

got one for only $3.99. Later that day, the two brothers opened 

the box and as they were taking the figures out of the box- 



Mary and Joseph and the shepherds and the wise men and the 

angels- they reached in again and pulled out two baby Jesus’!  

Their Mom said, “Oh dear, somebody must have packed 

this wrong.” But the boys were thrilled. They said, “we’ve got 

twins!” But their mom sent the boys back to the store to tell the 

manager that they had an extra Jesus. She said, tell him to put 

a sign up by the nativity sets saying that if a set is missing Baby 

Jesus, to call 7162.  

All week long they waited for the phone to ring and each 

time it rang, Mom said, “I bet that’s about Jesus!” But it never 

was. Dad said that the box with the missing Jesus could be in 

any store anywhere and we should just forget about it. But the 

boys said, “we can’t put Jesus back in the box. Not at Christmas 

time! So they kept both babies side by side until Christmas Eve. 

And then at 5 o’clock, Mom insisted that Dad run to the store 

just to see if there were any boxes left, because if they’re all 

gone, then surely someone is bound to call tonight. 

Dad said “It’s 15 degrees out there!” But the boys 

volunteered to go with him, so they bundled up and out they 

went into the cold, with Dad muttering, “I can’t believe I’m 

doing this. Every time the phone rings, I get yelled at to see if 

it’s about Jesus, and now I’m going out on the coldest night of 

the year to look in the store window to see if he’s there or not.” 

When they got to the store, they could see that every nativity 

set had been sold. The boys shouted “hooray! The mystery will 

be solved tonight!” 

 But when they got home, they immediately saw that two 

things had vanished. One of them was their mother and the 

other was the extra Jesus. “Someone must have called and she 

went out to give them the baby Jesus” Dad said. “So you kids 

get busy stringing the popcorn for the tree, and I’m going to go 

wrap your mother’s present before she gets home.” They 

almost had these things done when the phone rang. As the older 

boy answered the phone, Dad yelled down the hall, “Tell’m we 

found a home for Jesus.” But guess who it was on the phone? 



It was Mom saying get down to 204 Chestnut St asap and bring 

some warm blankets, cookies and some milk.  

“What has she gotten us into now?” muttered Dad. “That 

address is blocks away from here. The wind’s picking up and 

the temperature down at least to Zero. You boys put on an extra 

sweater and we’ll walk as quickly as we can.” 

Unlike Dad, the boys were happy to be out on another 

adventure and so off they went carrying the milk and the 

cookies and the blankets. When they got to the house on 

Chestnut St., their mother was watching for them. She opened 

the door and shouted behind her, “They’re here! They’re here! 

Thank heavens you’re here! You boys take those blankets into 

the living room and wrap up the little ones on the couch. I’ll 

take the milk and cookies.”  

Dad said, “please tell me what’s going on dear. We’ve 

just walked through the freezing cold with the wind in our faces 

the whole way.”  “Never mind that now” Mom said, “there’s 

no heat in this house and the young mother is so upset she 

doesn’t know what to do. Her husband walked out on her and 

those poor children aren’t going to have a very merry 

Christmas, so don’t you complain. I told her you could fix the 

furnace in no time.” 

She then explained that the woman’s husband had taken 

almost everything they owned with him. But they’d been doing 

alright until the furnace broke down. The Mom had been doing 

odd jobs for folks and cleaning the local store, so she’d seen 

the sign next to the boxes of nativity sets every day.  She heard 

them talking from the kitchen and joined the conversation. 

“The number kept going through my mind” she said, “7162, 

7162.” She remembered it said on the box that if a person was 

missing Jesus, they should call that number. “That’s how I 

knew you were good Christian people, willing to help folks. I 

figured you could maybe help me too. So I went down to the 

store and called. I’m not missing Jesus, I sure love the Lord, 

but I could sure use some help with the heat.” 



"Shouldn’t be hard to fix” Dad said kindly. "Probably 

just a clogged flue. I'll look it over, see what it needs." Just then 

the boys noticed the extra Baby Jesus lying there on the kitchen 

table. It was the only sign of Christmas in the house. Dad 

noticed it too and he changed his tune. After he fixed the 

furnace, he went out to find a Christmas tree and a few things 

to go underneath it.  When the boys got home, they ran to their 

rooms, got several of their best toys and sweaters and other 

clothes and wrapped them up to bring back to the family the 

next morning.  

No one ever did call about the missing baby Jesus, but 

as the boys grew older, they realized it wasn't a packing 

mistake at all. 

What’s God got in store for you and for me in this new 

year? Is there some new way God is calling us to engage with 

people? And will we recognize and act on that opportunity 

when it comes up? I hope so! Let me know how the New Year 

unfolds for you and let’s keep each other in prayer. Amen. 
 

MOMENT OF REFLECTION 

 WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD  

 

HYMN #62          “Bring We the Frankincense of Our Love” 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Sharing Joys and Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer  

 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Call to the Offering  

 

*Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Christ, all people here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  

Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen 



   

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

God of life and hope and new beginnings, we bring our 

gifts to further your work in a dark world. May our gifts 

help to bring new possibility to those overwhelmed by 

darkness, pain, or loneliness. May our gifts help to enable 

peacemakers to cover the earth with wholeness, 

reconciliation and shalom. Amen. 

 

*HYMN #68  “What Star Is This…” 

 

*BENEDICTION     

 

*RESPONSE #51 (verse 1)     “See Amid the Winter’s Snow” 

See, amid the winter’s snow born for us on earth below, see 

the tender Lamb appears, promised from eternal years. 

Hail that ever blessed morn, Hail redemption’s happy dawn. 

Sing through all Jerusalem: Christ is born in Bethlehem. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Please join us on Zoom for our next book discussion on Weds, 

January 20th at 5 PM. Our book is American Dirt, by Jeanine 

Cummins. If you’d like help finding a copy of the book, please 

speak with Pastor Julia. 
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