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Hi Everyone, 

Monday’s Verse- “Don’t be alarmed,” [the angel] said. “You 

are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has 

risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him” 

(Mark 16:6.) 

 

Happy Easter Everyone! 

     True confessions! Today I went down the internet rabbit 

hole. I was reading about different names for Easter in our 

Sunday School lesson and I learned something I had 

forgotten, or maybe never knew. There are basically two 

words for Easter.  The first is, well, Easter in English (Oster 

in German), which comes from the word east, because the sun 

rises in the east and the sunrise is a powerful symbol and 

reminder of the resurrection. That’s why when you’re 

planning an Easter service when the sun comes up at dawn, 

you can spell it S-U-NRISE or S-O-NRISE. The languages 

that use the word Easter are called Germanic languages. That 

was the name that the Romans gave to the tribes living to the 

north of Rome.  Today the major Germanic languages are 

English, German and Dutch.  

     The Languages that were born closer to Rome all have 

Latin as their basis and they are called Romance languages. I 

always wondered why.  I thought it had something to do with 

the French and the Italians being very romantic. I didn’t 

realize that the word Romance means “in the Roman manner” 

as in how the Romans did things.  The major Romance 

languages are French, Italian and Spanish and their word for 

Easter comes from Pascha, which is a Latin word for 

Passover, not only because Passover and Easter happen at the 

same time of year, but because they are both about liberation 

and hope. Passover celebrates the Hebrew people being 



 

liberated from slavery in Egypt and Easter celebrates our 

freedom from the power of death because of Christ’s 

resurrection. 

So there you go! Hopefully you learned something new 

today. I sure did.  

 

 

Hi Everyone, 

Here's our verse for today, 

“Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how 

can some of you say there is no resurrection of the dead?” (1 

Corinthians 15:12.) 

The word “resurrection” comes from a Greek word meaning 

“to stand up again.” So back in the first century when the 



 

church was first getting started, there was a debate going on 

about the afterlife. Does belief in eternal life have to do with 

your actual, physical body or does it have to do only with 

your soul? The ideas of the Greeks were most dominant at 

that time and the Greeks embraced the idea of the soul living 

forever, but they had a lot of questions and doubts when the 

apostle Paul tried to convince them that the body would be 

resurrected and live forever. But that’s what the traditional 

Christian belief is- that our bodies will be raised to eternal 

life. If you take this literally, it helps to explain why some 

Christians are hesitant about cremation. 

Personally I see the afterlife as a mystery and not something 

to dwell on too much. Some of us might like the idea that we 

will have our same bodies for eternity, but others of us might 

not think that’s such a good idea! Maybe we’ve fought with 

our bodies our whole lives and we’re ready to be done with it. 

But I do like the idea of standing up again. I like the image of 

getting up from my chair and moving forward into whatever 

the day holds. When we do that we are witnessing to our faith 

that life is good and meaningful. When we stand up we’re 

saying to God that we’re ready once more to walk with him 

by our side, to face whatever challenges might come up and 

to do our best to grow into the people God created us to be. 

So, will you stand up with me? Let’s see what the day holds. 

Amen. 

 



 

Hi Everyone, 

 

“But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first 

fruits of those who have died (1 Corinthians 15:20.)   

We’re continuing with our Easter theme. Even though it’s 

cold out today, you may be longing for warmer weather and 

for gardens with veggies just waiting to end up on your dinner 

table. Also, if you’re a gardener, or even just friends or 

neighbors with a gardener, you may have experienced the 

dreaded garden overload! That’s when it’s August and you 

suddenly have loads of zucchini and tomatoes that you don’t 



 

know what to do with. So you start leaving them on your 

neighbor’s porches when they’re not home. Or you bring 

them to church and put them on the table, hoping they’re not 

there when it’s time to leave. That’s when too much of a good 

thing can turn into not such a good thing. 

But what Paul was talking about in 1 Corinthians is 

kind of the opposite of having too much. Paul is talking about 

skimming the best off the top. He writes: But in fact Christ 

has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who 

have died. He’s talking about the tradition of bringing the first 

fruits of the harvest as an offering to God as a recognition that 

the whole harvest belongs to God in the first place—every 

single zucchini and every single tomato! But the people 

wouldn’t give away all of it. They would have taken the very 

best zucchini and the very best tomato and given them as an 

offering at the temple. And then, in a kind of similar way, 

Jesus, in his resurrection, represents all of us. He is the first 

one, the top of the barrel, the one without blemishes, the 

"crème de la creme." He comes first; but ultimately all of us 

will be raised from death to eternal life in him.  And that is 

another way to understand the good news of Easter. Christ is 

Risen my friends! Alleluia! Amen.  

 



 

Hi Everyone, 

We’ve been talking about Easter this week, so today I 

thought I’d share with you some signs of new life. In the 

Book of Revelation 21 we read,  3 And I heard a loud voice 

from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now 

among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be 

his people, and God himself will be with them and be their 

God…. [and then] 5 He who was seated on the throne said, “I 

am making everything new!”  

 

Our world is full of signs and symbols of new life. In 

many cultures, even before Christianity was born, the egg was 

a symbol of the rebirth of nature in the spring. And then the 

Christian faith adopted the egg as a symbol of the new life 

Christ brings through the empty tomb. Saint Augustine first 

described Christ’s resurrection from the dead as being like a 

chick hatching from an egg.  And the rich tradition of Easter 

eggs began. Here’s what I found in my Easter basket. These 



wooden eggs come from a company called Monastery Icons. 

They were hand painted and engraved in the Ukraine. 

And here’s our Easter flag right by our front door. And 

of course nature is getting ready to burst into color. Here are 

some of the first buds.  What signs of new life can you find 

around your house and your yard? We may be home bound 

because of the coronavirus, but the trees and the flowers don’t 

know the difference. They are still on track for a beautiful 

spring. And we will be on track again soon too. I look 

forward to the day when Faith Church can be together once 

more. Meanwhile, take heart, from the good news of Easter. 

Christ is Risen! And all nature follows his example. Let’s do 

the same today. Amen. 

Rev. Julia Williamson, Interim Pastor 
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