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PRELUDE    

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

God’s love for our world is strong and true and whole. 

And we seek to live and share such love. 

As we journey on through these Lenten days, may we feast in 

God’s promises. 

God’s covenant with us fills us with life abundant. 

Let us sing God’s praises. 

Let us rejoice in this day whose tasks God has called us to 

embrace. 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

Ever-present and faithful God, how often we are neither 

present nor faithful, for the claims of the world are strong. 

Yet here we are, gathered together as your covenant 

people. Keep us on our toes. Surprise us and challenge us. 

Strengthen our community and reliance on one another. 

Focus our hearts and minds for this Lenten journey. Amen. 

 

*HYMN (STF#2128)     “Come and Find the Quiet Center”   

 

V1 Come and find the quiet center in the crowded life we 

lead, find the room for hope to enter, find the frame where we 

are freed: clear the chaos and the clutter, clear our eyes, that 

we can see all the things that really matter, be at peace, and 

simply be. 

 



V2 Silence is a friend who claims us, cools the heat and slows 

the pace, God it is who speaks and names us, knows our 

being, touches base, making space within our thinking, lifting 

shades to show the sun, raising courage when we're shrinking, 

finding scope for faith begun. 

 

V3 In the Spirit let us travel, to each other's pain, let our loves 

and fears unravel, celebrate the space we gain: there's a place 

for deepest dreaming, there's a time for heart to care, in the 

Spirit's lively scheming there is always room to spare! 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION   

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Call us forth, O God, to tend the places of beauty long 

forgotten. Take us deep this Lent and let us discover some 

boldness for action, some rest for our weariness, some 

healing for our wounds. For we confess that we need you 

more than ever. We cannot do this thing called life by 

ourselves. God of all life, deepen our walk with you during 

these days of Lent. Amen.  

 

A TIME OF QUIET/PERSONAL CONFESSION 

 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDON  

 

*RESPONSE     “Bless the Lord” (Sing the Faith #2013) 

Bless the Lord my soul and bless God’s holy name. 

Bless the Lord my soul who leads me into life. (2x) 

 

PASSING THE PEACE    

The peace of Christ be with you! 

And also with you. 

Please share a sign of God’s peace- a nod of greeting, a wave 

of hello, a bow wishing your neighbors God’s peace, God’s 

Shalom. 



WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 

 NEW TESTAMENT READING      Romans 4:18-25(p. 798) 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC  

 

READING  FROM THE HEBREW BIBLE 

Genesis  17:1-7, 15-16(p.11)  

 

SERMON  

“Living Into God’s Promises: In It For the Long Run” 

So true confessions again today. Last week I got my first ever 

speeding ticket. I was driving 38 in a 20 mph school zone on 

North Fairfield Rd in Beavercreek. The officer who wrote the 

ticket told me he was doing me a favor by only writing it for 

30 mph to save me a little money as the fine goes up if you are 

more than 10 mph above the speed limit. When he stopped me 

he asked me if I had seen the flashing lights for the school zone 

and if I knew how fast I was going. I told him that I honestly 

hadn’t been paying attention. My mind had been elsewhere. It 

wasn’t a case of distracted driving. I wasn’t on my phone or 

drinking coffee or trying to get something out of my purse. I 

was simply thinking about something else that seemed really 

important at the time and not giving my full attention to the 

road.  

 But later that day I was thinking about what had 

happened and what made me miss those flashing lights. And I 

realized that at that moment, I had been a lone ranger. There 



weren’t any other cars near me at the time. I was alone on the 

road for that short minute it took to not slow down. But that 

was all it took for me to make a mistake. I think if I’d seen 

other cars going slowly, I would have slowed down too. At 

least I hope so! But I’m still thankful that I have made it 

through forty years of driving without getting a speeding ticket. 

 This has been a long year for lone rangers. But we’ve 

also learned to come together in some new ways. It has been 

almost a year since the pandemic began. Our country reached 

that milestone of 500,000 deaths from Covid-19 just a few 

weeks ago. That’s a lot of deaths. But thanks to a lot of good 

scientists and doctors, we are learning so much more about it. 

This is good because we are in it for the long haul. Covid-19 

isn’t going to go away, but it will become more manageable. 

That’s the good news. 

 Abraham and Sarah were in it for the long haul too. 

They are the oldest biblical characters who play a significant 

role in the three great monotheistic religions: Judaism, 

Christianity and Islam. Do you think they ever felt like lone 

rangers, leaving their family and embarking on a long journey? 

Do you remember their story? That’s what God called them to 

do. I wonder if they got any speeding tickets on their way from 

their home in Haran to the land of Canaan? Or maybe they 

sowed their wild oats in their younger years; because we don’t 



meet them until they’re 75 years old. So we don’t know what 

their lives were like before God called them. The first thing 

they do when they get to Canaan is to find a sacred spot and 

build an altar to God. Then they move on and settle in the hill 

country. Sounds like a nice place to build a home.  

 Here’s a little recap of their lives from that point until 

we meet them at the ripe old age of 99. They take a little trip 

down to Egypt to escape a famine. This is where Ab tries to 

pass Sarah off as his sister, supposedly because she is so 

beautiful that the Egyptians might try to kill him in order to get 

a hold of his wife. Sarah lives in Pharaoh’s house for a while 

until God sends along some plagues and that’s the end of that 

arrangement. They go back home only to butt heads with Lot. 

There’s just not enough room on the land for both of them. You 

know how that goes sometimes. 

So Lot moves on, but later is taken captive and then 

rescued by Abraham in a fierce battle. Enter King Melchizedek 

who gives his special blessing as he is also a priest. And before 

we get to God’s covenant promise in Ch 17, God has already 

promised Abraham a great reward, descendants as many as the 

stars and land for those descendants from the river of Egypt to 

the river Euphrates. And we can’t forget about Ishmael. He is 

Abraham’s first son, born to Hagar his Egyptian slave-girl with 



Sarai’s blessing as she has basically given up on having 

children with Abraham at this point. 

 So it’s clear by now that Ab and Sarai are in it for the 

long run. They have been walking faithfully with God for a 

long time. But there’s more to it than that. What does it take to 

be in it for the long run? What does it take for you and me to 

keep walking with God down the right path when we’re tired, 

or discouraged? 99-year-old Abraham hears God say to him “I 

am God almighty; walk before me and be blameless.” That’s a 

pretty tough order right there. What do you think might have 

kept him and Sarah going all those years, through all those 

adventures, up until now? And what keeps us going? 

 How about each other? Do we keep each other going? 

Back to my speeding ticket; I know if there had been other cars 

around me in that school zone, I would have slowed down. I 

would have seen them slow down and then I would have done 

the same thing. When we’re part of a community, we keep tabs 

on each other. Same thing for Sunday mornings. We show up 

on Sundays not just for our own benefit, but for the benefit of 

the person sitting across from us or with us on Zoom. We show 

up because it’s important. It’s part of our walk with God. A lot 

of times Sunday mornings can seem pretty mundane. It feels 

like we’ve been doing this forever; coming to church, singing 

the hymns, praying the prayers, listening politely to the 



sermon. Why do we keep coming back? Why did Sarai and 

Abram keep walking with God? Did they really believe God 

could give them a child when they were so old? What does it 

mean for us to believe that God is with us for the long haul? 

Especially after this year. We keep going because it’s what we 

do, because we are bound together by a covenant with one 

another, with God and with everybody else who has come 

before us and who will come after us. We keep each other 

going. 

 And how about prayer to keep us going? As long as we 

don’t do what this guy did. This man was driving down the 

street, desperately searching for a parking place so he wouldn't 

be late for an important meeting.  He couldn’t find one and so 

he gazed up into the heavens and prayed: "Lord, take pity on 

me. If you find me a parking place, I promise to go to church 

every Sunday for the rest of my life and give up whiskey!" 

Instantly, a parking place opened up right there in front of him 

and he took it. He then looked back up to heaven and said, 

"Never mind, I found one." Prayer is important, but let’s try 

not to make any promises we can’t keep. 

 God doesn’t want Abram and Sarai to forget the 

covenant they have together. And it’s hard to forget what your 

name is. So Abram and Sarai get new names. Abraham means 

“father of many nations” and Sarah in Hebrew means “a 



woman of high rank.” Do you know the meaning of your 

name? If not, look it up. How are you and I living up to the 

names we were given?  

 When we’re walking with God for the long run, we’re 

connected all the way back to Abraham and Sarah and all the 

way forward into the future, as far as we can imagine. It’s kind 

of like we benefit from Abraham and Sarah’s faith. And those 

who come after us will benefit from our faith. How will what 

we do today impact our great grandchildren and several greats 

after that? If we can live into God’s promises today, those who 

come after us will be in a better place. What do we want the 

world to be like for them? I would imagine we want it to be 

cleaner and safer and more peaceful. I would imagine we want 

it to be a place where they can dream and help one another and 

where they can walk with God using all the good gifts God will 

give them. 

So has God changed your name yet? And what would 

you like your new name be? For we’re all part of God’s big 

thing called Covenant. It can’t be broken; because even if we 

break our end, God stays faithful. That means we’re all on this 

faith journey for the long run. So don’t give up. Let’s keep 

encouraging one another. Let’s be that person waiting to greet 

someone else who has had a difficult week.  Let’s be that 

person inspiring others to forge ahead despite this difficult 



year. And let’s walk with Jesus through Lent to Easter and 

beyond. We’re going to sing about that now. Amen. 

 

MOMENT OF REFLECTION 

 

 WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD  
 

HYMN #363      “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me”  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Sharing Joys and Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer  

 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Call to the Offering  

*Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Christ, all people here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  

Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen 

   

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

O God, we seek the transformation of the world, but we 

fear the change it could bring to our own lives. Grant us the 

trust and courage to acknowledge your gracious reign 

among us. Take these gifts as symbols of our desire to love 

our neighbors as ourselves. May they be used to build a 

better world, where your love and Good News are known 

by all.  Amen. 

*HYMN #369  “I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me” 

 

*BENEDICTION     

 

*RESPONSE(Sing the Faith #2224)               “Make Us One”    

Make us one, Lord, make us one; 

Holy Spirit, make us one.  



Let your love flow so the world will know 

We are one in you.                                      

 

  

POSTLUDE 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 

Chris Adams 

Iris Anderson 

Alice Dibo 

Beth Griffin 

Norma Lesher 

Betsy Morris 

Jan Schroeder 

Mary Swartzel 

Maria Beimly 

Bob Christian 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Our annual congregational meeting will be held Sunday. 

March 14 following worship, for the purpose of sharing and 

receiving the annual reports. 

 

Thank you for following the guidelines for worship and any 

other time you are in the church building. Please wear a 

mask, observe social distancing, and make ample use of the 

hand sanitizers throughout the building. And together we 

will love our neighbors as ourselves. 

 

We our collecting hygiene products for donation to a local 

family shelter. Deodorant, Shampoo, Alcohol-Free 

Mouthwash, Toothbrushes, Body Wash are just some of the 

items needed. For a more complete list please see February’s 

Disciple. 
 

 

Events March 1- 7 
 

Tuesday 6:30 PM Popcorn with the Pastor 

Wednesday 9:30 AM 

10:30 AM 

5:00 PM 

Worship and Nurture 

Blankets by Faith 

Zoom Lent Study 



Thursday 6:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

Missions and Outreach 

Admin 

Sunday 10:30 AM Worship Service 

 

 

 

Sunday’s Leadership 
 

 February 28 March 7 

Worship Leader Samantha 

Adams 

Cyndi Adams 

Usher Bev Brown Chris TenBroeke 

 

Pastor Julia Williamson 

Music Director John Derrickson 

Secretary Sarah Harner 

 

5555 Chambersburg Rd.  Huber Heights, Ohio 45424 

Regular Office Hours T- Th 9 AM- 12 PM 

937-233-0873 


